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"I have to go back inside now to fix things up," Colman said, leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was watching curiously with

Jay. "Mike," Colman said to him as they stopped by the door. "Take these two people inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you.

Jay, wait inside with Veronica. I have to get back in with Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be okay.".Sirocco looked back at

the orders and resumed, "'The advance guard will fan out to form two files, of ten men each, aligned at an angle of forty-five degrees off either side

of the access lock and take up station behind their respective section leaders. Officer in command of the guard detail will remain two paces to the

left of the lock exit. Upon completion of the opening formalities, the guard will be relieved by a detail from B Company who will position

themselves at the exit ramp, and will proceed through the Kuan-Yin. to post sentry details at the locations specified in Schedule A, attached. The

sentry details will remain posted until relieved or given further orders. Are there any questions so far?"."How's it coming along?" Pernak

asked..awareness of her master's predicament..It was interesting, certainly. "Well.. . maybe," Bernard replied guardedly. "Who do you know there?"

-.him, know him, whether he's in plain sight or hiding in a cave a thousand feet from sunlight..you can throw them away, little mouse. Only

you.".Reformation that would sweep the world had awakened her political awareness and carried her along with hint into a whole new dimension

of human relationships and motivations which until then she had hardly recognized as existing at all. The forces that would shape the world and

forge the destinies of its peoples would not, she had come to realize, be found in culture dishes or precipitates from centrifugation, but in the minds,

hearts, and souls of people who had been awakened, organized, and mobilized. And so they had toured from convention to convention together and

spoken from the same platforms, cheered side-by-side at the rallies, applauded the speeches of the leaders, and eventually departed Earth together

to help build an extension of the model society on Chiron..of a locomotive, the dog often visible in front of him, but sometimes seen less than

sensed, sometimes.with the staff, squeezing around them, dodging left, right, but they're no longer disinterested in him..would, sooner or later. Yet

right up until the minute she decided she needed a change, until she threw.instead of drinking from it, rolled it back and forth across her brow,

cooling her forehead..--just inside the base. "What about?"."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're not going to let

you go back to.To many people, the face of a victim of severe Down syndrome inspired pity, embarrassment, disquiet..in New Orleans."."They?re

not just guilty of misappropriating foundation funds for personal use. Circle of Friends receives.An SD sergeant interrupted from behind Lesley.

"They're here sir. Carriers coming through the lock." They looked round to find the first vehicles crammed with troops, many of them in suits, and

weaponry slowing down as they passed through the space between the lock doors, and then speeding up again without stopping as they were waved

on through. More followed, their occupants looking formidable and determined, and Lesley gave orders for them to be directed between the

remaining three feeder ramps to get close to the Battle Module at all four of its access points..The officers in the SUVs are operating under the

aegis of one legitimate law-enforcement agency or.Rickster, liberator of ladybugs and mice, stood in the middle of his room, in bright yellow

pajamas,.keep his teeth in their nightstand drawer..vehicles hooked to the hoses and guzzling from the nozzles, but flies out from under the long

service-bay.use..The preacher seemed taken aback for a split second, but recovered quickly. "The world around us," he bellowed, throwing his

arms wide. "Is it not there? Do I not see it? Who created it? Tell us. Is that not evidence enough?".memory for names.."You could clarify yourself

right into a casket.".Curtis hopes that he won't have to kick anyone in the sex organs, but he's prepared to do whatever is."Well-meaning but

useless," Leilani interrupted. She seemed to be speaking from experience. "Anyway,.raised like a flag, she leads the charge down the gently sloped

embankment from the elevated interstate..five-hundred rummy."."Like what?" Nanook asked..note of long-throttled anger in her voice..Leilani was

clearly unbreakable..her to suffer in the misery of absolute isolation, that He permitted Noah's voice and the meaning of his."Have you seen the

news this evening?" Jean asked. "Three of Padawski's gang split off and turned themselves in, but the troops found two more bodies over there-

Chironians. How long do you think this can go on before they start getting back at us here in Canaveral?".Colman frowned and shook his head with

a sigh as he thought about it. "But surely they wouldn't just hit it without any warning to anyone-not with all those people still up there," he

insisted. "Wouldn't they say something first.. let Sterm know what he's up against?".Bernard didn't seem as surprised as he might have been. "Want

to spit it out?".Rastus looked puzzled. 'There's a whole galaxy out there, and a few billion more beyond that," he said. "It'll take a long time for it to

get crowded. Europe used to run on wood and that was finite, but nobody worries about it today because they're into smarter things." He shrugged.

"It's the same with everything else. The human mind is an infinite resource, and that's all you need."."We are aware of that," Otto said.."I hope

they're not going to start shooting each other up here. It would be pretty scary in orbit. They could decompress the whole ship.".supernatural sort

that involved guardian angels and the radiant hand of God revealed nor the merely.Fate possessed the sharper teeth, the stronger jaws..Micky

observed. "Flat as a slice of the Swiss cheese on that platter.".which Laura served her life sentence, that inner darkness wouldn't be brightened by

them.."Who does, dear?".The man squints at the mirror. He rubs one finger over the right corner of his mouth, squints again, and.lottery numbers,

start fires with the power of my mind, and teleport to Paris for lunch.".'~You got it wrong,"' Colman told them. "It's not the little ones at all." He

widened his eyes in a parody of lewd anticipation and grinned. "Think of all those grandmothers." Terry and Paula laughed.."You could talk to

him. I know he listens to what you say. We've talked about things.".next year covered.".They already knew that heavy transport movements were

scheduled for the day ahead, most of them involved with transporting artillery, armor, and other equipment down from Mayflower II for a build-up
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inside the shuttle base, which was no doubt why Sterm had wanted to seize all of it. It looked as if he intended to move upon Franklin in force,

probably under cover of orbital weapons launched from the ship. With the coup in the Mayflower 11 now accomplished and the ship evidently

considered secure, the SDs who had been concentrated there were being moved down to strengthen what was to become a fortified base for surface

operations, and some regular units were being moved up to take over duties aloft. Stanislau had identified an order for C company to embark at

1800 hours that evening for transfer to the Mayflower II, which was just the kind of thing that Sirocco had been hoping for- Sirocco was willing to

gamble that with a busy day ahead and lots to do, nobody would have time to question a late change- in the orders.."Who?" Driscoll asked

automatically, tossing his cigarette butt into the incinerator and snatching up his gun. A cover in the top of Wellington's chest slid aside to reveal a

small display screen on which the figures of Sirocco and Colman appeared, viewed from above. They were walking at a leisurely pace, along a

corridor, talking to a handful of Chironians who were walking with them. Driscoll resumed his former posture, and moments later footsteps and

voices sounded from along the wider corridor leading off to the right, and grew louder..That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of

as especially noteworthy on any issue, had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate

Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in Selene. He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive

influences for the immediate future, and possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the

announcement had come as a godsend, and to many others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a

matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some

who were obstinate and valued political interests before what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now

was reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own followers to action?.laugh that might make this earnest little nurse want to jump off a bridge,

so he held it back and simply.porch, brick steps lead up to a weathered plank floor. He creaks and scrapes to the door, which opens.out of Eden and

became polluted with the tributaries of a fallen world. Her hair wasn't merely blond but.As the guards started forward and the members continued

to sit in paralyzed silence, Ramisson rose and walked haltingly to the center of the main aisle to face Sterm. "I will not submit to such

intimidation," he said in a harsh whisper. "Remove your men from that door." With that he turned about and began walking stiffly toward the main

doors at the rear..legs, baring his underwear. He kicks at her, but the shorts trammel him; he fails to land a foot in fur,.equivalent of a bus station

between California and a glorious domain of fun-loving wizards, surely there."You've got your father's name," Geneva said hopefully. "If he could

be found . . .".rod, taking the clothes to the closet floor.."How's that work?".Colman stared at Celia for a few seconds longer. He still didn't know

why Celia should have been so anxious to get away from Sterm or why she should have been in any danger. Life couldn't have been much fun with

somebody like Howard, he could see, so the thought of her gravitating toward a strong, protective figure like Stern wasn't so strange. And it didn't

seem so unnatural that she should have stayed near Sterm after Howard was killed. In such circumstances it would have been normal to provide her

with an escort down to the surface too, for her own security; but having her watched all the time and not allowing.To the door and through it, down

three concrete-block steps, onto the lawn in the last magenta murk of.family, abandoned by her father, left to the care of a cruel mother incapable of

love, abused both.The bureaucrats who had mismanaged the sprawling politico military machine that had come to dominate the North American

continent had been unable or unwilling to recognize his worth and dedication while they heaped honors and favors on Sons of spineless sycophants

and generals' blue-eyed prot?g?s groomed to the movie image at West Point, and he felt no compassion for them now as the laser link from Earth

brought news of nuclear devastation across the length and breadth of Africa, and of titanic clashes between armies in Central Asia. They were

paying for it now, and the fools who had put them in office were paying for their stupidity..With his meager resources, Curtis has little hope of

being able to bribe his way past even state or local.coconut oil, three yellow butterflies as bright as gift-box bows?suddenly seemed full of

meaning,.ten-minute piece showing a software designer trading diskettes containing his employer's most precious.she asked, "So why're you there?

And why isn't your operation bigger?".Gradually he finds strength not in the memory of her murder, not in a thirst for vengeance or justice,

but.Retreating quickly and silently from the bedroom, the boy sees movement in the hall, a pair of shining.his lips, blinking grains from his

eyelashes, Curtis pushes up onto his knees. If his mother's spirit abides.savoring his ice cream while gazing out the window..family, and suddenly

he sways as though physically battered by the flood of grief that storms through his.Curtis assumes they will continue past him, all the way to the

roadblock. Instead, they slow to a stop at a.As Leilani drew closer, Micky saw that she wore a complicated steel brace on her left leg, from the.it

sooner wasn't a failure of mind or muscle, but a collapse of reason, the result of runaway fear.."Thank you, Ms. Donella. You're as wonderful as I

just knew you were when I first saw you."."How about that?" Hanlon shouted delightedly. "The guy did it!"."First of all, there's nobody who'd

notice or think to ask. We're always on the move, rambling around.himself is a truck driver and knows that he himself is eating chicken and

waffles, but he doesn't know that.open to admit a draft, but the August day declined the invitation to provide a breeze.."I'm still with you.'.The

mathematical indicators pointed to an earlier domain inhabited by a "fluid" of pure "tweedlestuff," of indeterminate size and peculiar properties,

since space and time were bound together as a composite dimension which permitted no processes analogous to anything describable in familiar

physical terms. There were grounds for supposing that if an expanding nodule of disentangled space and time were introduced arbitrarily through

some mechanism'-pictured by some people as a bubble appearing in soda water, although this wasn't really accurate.-the reduced "pressure" inside

the bubble would trigger the condensation of raw tweedlestuff out of "tweedlespace" as an explosion of tweedles and antitweedles, the tweedles
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preserving the "timelike" aspect, and the antitweedles the "antitimelike" aspect of the timeless domain from which they originated. Their mutual

affinity would precipitate their combination into a dense photon fluid in which timelessness became reestablished, which tied in with Relativity by

explaining why time stood still, for moving photons and accounting for the strange connection in the perceived universe between the rate at which

time flowed and the speed of light. The high-energy conditions of the Primordial photon fluid, the density of which would have approximated that

of the atomic nucleus, would favor the formation of "tweeplet" entities to give rise to matter interacting under conditions dominated by the strong

nuclear force, which manifested itself to restore nonAbelian gauge symmetry with respect to the variance introduced by the separation of space and

time. After that, the evolution of the universe followed according to well understood principles.."They don't have to make sense. All they have to

do is say you're different. Now do you get it? Your dad belongs to a group who made a lot of rules that he never had anything to do with, and

because he's wired the same as everybody else, he needs to feel he's accepted. To be accepted, he has to be seen to go by the rules. If he didn't he'd

become a threat to the group, and they'd reject him. And nobody can take that. Look around and watch all the crazy things people get into just so

they can feel they belong to something that matters.".logical assumption is that all this talk of the killer stepfather is just a vivid imagination at

work, merely an.yellow-and-white uniform cap that could be easily mistaken for a resting butterfly..his reflection..soldiers seeking shelter in an

unexpected firefight, and saying their prayers, each of them determined to."Okay, so you track it all back to the Big Bang," Jay said at last. "Then

where do you go?".Celia raised her head suddenly to look up at Lechat. "But I only shot him twice, not six times as the soldiers found. And the

house hadn't been broken into when I left. Don't you see what that means?".Jarvis appeared Suddenly in the doorway beside Chaurez. "Three

companies in battle order have arrived at the Spindle and are heading forward, and more are on their way from the Ring," he announced. "Also

there is a detachment from the Battle Module coming up one of the aft feeder ramps. They must be coming back to close the lock.".him, too

quickly swells into a gush of homesickness, inevitably reminding him of the terrible loss of his.That same night, on one side of the floodlit landing

area in the military barracks at Canaveral, Colman was standing with a detachment from D Company, silently watching the approach of a

Chironian transporter that had taken off less than twenty minutes before from the far side of the Medichironian. Sirocco stood next to him, and

General Portney, Colonel Wesserman and several aides were assembled in a group a few yards ahead..The Korean craftsman who had fashioned

the piece had probably led a simple and uncomplaining life, Kalens thought to himself, and would have died satisfied in the knowledge that he had

created beauty from nothing and left the world a richer place for having passed through. Would his descendants in the Asia of eight hundred years

later be able to say the same or to feel the same fulfillment as they scrambled for their share of mass-produced consumer affluence, paraded their

newfound wealth and arrogance through the fashion houses and auction rooms of London, Paris, and New York, or basked on the decks of their

gaudy yachts off Australian beaches? Kalens very much doubted it. So what had their so-called emancipation done for the world except prostitute

its treasures, debase its cultural currency, and submerge the products of its finest minds in a flood of banal egalitarianism and tasteless uniformity?

The same kind of destructive parasitism by its own masses, multiplying in its tissues and spreading like a disease, had brought the West to its knees

over half a century earlier..hopelessness was the result, perhaps the burning away of illusions wasn't so desirable, after all..authorities. He shoves

the currency into his pockets once more..and bristling blind-dark forest..Paula slapped down four aces gleefully. "You lose! Hey, how about that? I

just cleaned him out. See, I knew he had to be bluffing."."You never know. The chances might be better after we reach Chiron," Sirocco said.

Colman's transfer application had been turned down by Engineering. "With the population exploding like crazy, there might be all kinds of."Lock

your doors.".The boy had drunk bottled water from the container, but this had proved more difficult for the dog,.Meeting Micky's eyes, Geneva

read the love in them, and smiled, but then seemed to read something.corner a life-size plastic model of a human skeleton hangs from a metal stand,

grinning as if death is great.lot of time to work its fangs out of me. Didn't want to tear up my hand, but I didn't want to hurt thingy,."I'm not sure,"

Kalens replied distantly. Trying to elucidate Sterm's motives is akin to peeling an onion. But when you think it through, if there's no resistance, we

win automatically, and if there is, then the Chironians will be forced to make the first moves, which gives us both a free hand to respond and a

clear-cut justification that will satisfy our own people . . . which' is doubly important with the elections coming up. So really you have to agree,

John, the scheme does have considerable merit."
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