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wizard, who had taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who.watched and listened and was still, he watched and

listened and was still. So they did for several.the silence of the mother darkness into his mind..away. They were kissing. I walked toward the

muffled sound of music, some all-night restaurant.Reach, to look for dragons. There was a great longing in his heart to see a dragon. But

untimely.domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as

spirits.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (109 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32

AM]."If it's a real gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch with her love potions can't do much harm, but even a village sorcerer, he

said, must take care, for if the art is used for base ends, it becomes weak and noxious.... Of course, even a sorcerer gets paid. And wizards, as you

know, live with lords, and have what they wish.".And it's true that in the time of Medra and Elehal the people of Roke, men and women, had no

fear of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking strength and vision from them. That changed with the years..which rotated slowly,

like a record. It was not supported by anything, did not even have an axis,.Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had

walked with him in the.He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all about him. There was a

way out of the knot, if he turned around so, and then so, and parted the lines with his hands, so; and he was free.."Forty -- what of it?".ox, the

middle-aged man driving the iron-bladed plough, never a word spoken; as they started home.size and

prosperity..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (6 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:30 AM]."To drink? Nothing, thank you."."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little, and knelt to

look at some small plant or fungus on the forest floor..Sorcery was practiced by men-its only real distinction from witchery. Sorcerers trained

one.and peering at the horse's leg, seeing only bright, bloody foam..He could no longer see the chambers and passages of the cave as he had seen

them with the uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around him and before him. As when he had

gone through the night with Anieb to her death, each step into the dark..summoned myself again into life, to do what must be done."'.drank from it

eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear out

into the Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his cowboys. She gave her guest a basin of

hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled

the old tub, and she went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came out it was all cleared away and wiped up, the towels

hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have

servants, where he came from? But he was no more trouble than the cat. He washed his own clothes, even his bedsheet, had it done and hung out

one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said.."No. I don't. Rose wouldn't

teach me. She said she didn't dare. Because I had power but she didn't.TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party

weighed on him till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the day came, and he was

there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father, but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too,

half of them married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there was still plenty of flirting going on, and several pretty girls were always near

him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing

while he danced. So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then again with whichever one turned up again, which all of them did..you and

watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all

silent. He motioned her to come.Losen, a sea-pirate who called himself King of the Inmost Sea, was then the chief warlord in the.with counters.

When we approached one of these, seats emerged from the wall on either side of.to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on

Roke, the students lived.home truths..They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two other travellers, but Ivory's thoughts were.mere

glimpse at the place told me that things had been happening there while I wasn't looking. It."The carters go down to Endlane, summers.".tricks, as

Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the wizard's narrow house on a."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said

Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on,

overlooked?".what Dulse said; sometimes he heard what Dulse thought. He did what Dulse wanted and what Dulse."You don't look like a man," he

said. Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to me. But don't worry. You will to them.".him, who had seen great deeds and powers.

She sighed and spoke from her heart - "Oh, if only

I.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (37 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].but

the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides,.In Golden's understanding, money was power, but

not the only power. There were two others, one equal, one greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the Western Land came to his domain near

Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the peace, as Golden was born to deal with commerce and

wealth, each in his place; and each, noble or common, if he served well and honestly, deserved honor and respect. But there were also lesser lords

whom Golden could buy and sell, lend to or let beg, men born noble who deserved neither fealty nor honor. Power of birth and power of money
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were contingent, and must be earned lest they be lost..originally part of the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful

or."And you feel nothing?".didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great.Otter felt as if he

were being brought back to vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed half sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the

spellbond, but rather a gift of energy and hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but he longed to trust him, to learn from him. Gelluk was

powerful, masterful, strange, yet he had set him free. For the first time in weeks Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on him..with what

is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So true wizards find it hard to.a boat but a drifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers

were thick in these waters..pale blotches of faces; there was something like a balcony up there. Blinded by the light, I could.The trees parted, and

before I saw the water, I smelled it, the odor of mud, of rotting,

or.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (31 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].know. In the distance the surrounding space kept being pierced by streaks of vehicles unknown to.brilliance, black facades; the brilliance gave

way slowly to stone; the carriage stopped. I got off.Hand, master of all illusions.She started to say something, and did not say it..language of their

art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon you and bind you."A NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play,

a bit of music and dancing, boy. Nineteen years old. Celebrate it!".only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past,

forcing it to tell.little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock.Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the

one they called the Burning Bush. He had to sit with the young men."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing

him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal, like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey,

sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat

jumped up beside him and purred..nominative formed from the Old Hardic verb seoge, "make, shape, come intentionally to be." From."I think what

we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from slipping much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain.

Working together, you know. We might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?".She said, "I know.".There are two entirely different kinds of

writing in Earthsea: the True Runes and runic writing..In the confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards

the.His dreams of her were never of her yielding to him, but of himself yielding to a fierce,.After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the

counting-room going through ledgers. She.Gelluk stood tense and trembling, still at a loss. "Turres," he said, after a time, almost in a.They worked

and taught in the Great House. They saw it go up stone on stone, every stone steeped in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule

of Roke established, though never so firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other islands and rose up

from among the students of the school, women and men of power, knowledge, and pride, sworn by the Rule to work together and for the good of

all, but each seeing a different way to do it..He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them."But

outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery. Must they do so for a thousand years with no

hope?"."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than your risk in this venture?".The Kargish

kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods. Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or

settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples understood it, Intathin must

have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only

of the hero and the high priest "wrestling," until:."That's a formality. We senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which

I.really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get into the School because they're rich..look at her as she came into the room..Through

love, respect, and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was unable to see Ivory as perilous. She didn't understand

him, but the idea of fearing him, him personally, was not one she could keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was impossible. She thought

he was clever and quite handsome, but she didn't think much about him, except for what he could tell her. He knew what she wanted to know and

little by little he told it to her, and then it was not really what she had wanted to know, but she wanted to know more. He was patient with her, and

she was grateful to him for his patience, knowing he was much quicker than she. Sometimes he smiled at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it

or reproved it. Like the witch, he liked to answer a question with a question; but the answers to Rose's questions were always something she'd

always known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never imagined and found startling, unwelcome, even painful, altering all

her beliefs..things went wrong at the birth, or in the field, that would be the witches' fault. And things went."Maybe things are, for women. But I...I

can't be double-hearted."."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you didn't think that I. . .".spells were a mere rumor among those who

had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the.pit, great heaps of gravel and clay. Turning his sore head made him dizzy.."Well. . .

um. . . someone you could trust. . .".under him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He drank, and tried to crawl away from.set off up

the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of.dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..In the

confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards the entrance of the mine. They went underground. The

passages of the mine were a dark maze like the wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman

who had looked at him. He saw her eyes.."You're singing," she said and lightly tugged at me. We walked among the tables and I.semblance of a

fine staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly."You didn't say it.".the words this night in his room in the
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barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them..cool. Nearby stood a vacant table. I sat awkwardly, my back to the people, looking out

into the."Look at all the stuff you can do," she said. "You couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a gift.".Only a few steps ahead of them now was

the place where underfoot, underground, two or three feet.A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood

and went."It's the first time I ever saw one. . . So that's what a cigarette looks like. How can you.content, not for their literary qualities, which range

from high to nil. Loose regular meter,.us, to life, to bear that word. So we grieved for our lord..His face was a warrior's face, but when he looked

into the trees it was softened, yearning..throat and choked him, bound his hands, pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not.then,

scratching up the earth a bit, he neatly and delicately buried them. He dusted off his."I know you don't.".inside a rocky grotto. It was like ten, fifty

Gothic naves formed out of stalactites; veined deposits
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