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Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had

given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither

that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where

your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing

about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I

complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king

and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou

slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The

king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him

by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs

must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that

God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and

sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? The

railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.The merchant went out and returned

to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her

with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said,

'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the

holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts

the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).So the king bade fetch the old man and he came

and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith

its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant,

[the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of

worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof

is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other];

but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring

worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy

saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.'

And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ?

? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair

fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of

great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those

clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the

Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I

have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,'

asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he

acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit

her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.End of vol. II..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the

Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth

Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them

in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before

them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played,

and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a

thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave

of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace

will not forget me e'er..80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..When I

awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks

of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I

knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to
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my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..When the morning morrowed, they

found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of

destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters

of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will

meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an

answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon

him to single combat..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left

and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go

round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are

delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our

lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after

stress.'.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..One day he went forth to the chase and left

Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a

musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted

her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily

sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By

the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my

service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine

account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of

them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like

of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered

Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted,

for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to

her palace..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath

occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying,

"Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's

words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas

repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..Meanwhile, El Abbas

abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King

Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called

his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he

came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to

divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw.

Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves

and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready

dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to

thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Then she gave out among the folk that the

king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and

the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the

city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves

before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone

him of the kings..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and

indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and

closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and

lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the

mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him

awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass

by..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh,

and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of
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jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up

and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,'

answered she and sang the following verses:.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from

country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the

weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble

together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised

himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in

public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the

astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all

that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto

my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my

son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and

embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged

thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people

swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died

and his son reigned in his stead..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently,

chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who

were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went

down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go

with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the

morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..When the king

heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion

entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous

present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the

vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the

foul-favoured man.".Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.KING SHAH BEKHT AND

HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and

the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou

Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had

despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the

issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they

plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said,

'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.'

But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i.

150..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".The old man took the

casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to

relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el

Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us

presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By

Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following

verses:.59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced

and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of

Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to

Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and

the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the

dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the

ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat

beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..There was once, of old

days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and

liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben
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Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High

decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness

and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an

aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs;

moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl

Mounis ccccxxiv.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the

miseries of parting and its bane..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went

with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of

it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou

carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this

wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Meanwhile the messenger

had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of

good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and

destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently

Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted

her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh,

whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his

hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with

a drawn sword in her hand..? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight.

(89)."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft

of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and

colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it.

Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded]

and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but

that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to

their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ?

So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..When the youth had made

an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder

youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of

good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I

have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for

him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet,

with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The

viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..'Twere

fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el

Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to

the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting

weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head

outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy

boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy

presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet

and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at

the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Second Officer's

Story, The, ii. 134..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and

the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she

may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for

sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and

behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the

dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the

man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I
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the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair,

no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).When the banquet was ended and the

folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the

high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we

have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the

earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the

story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my

neighbourhood.".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN

EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals

of error and dismay..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her

three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy

and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to

that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment

when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew

near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He

would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.And when she had made an end of her

song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..When it was the

sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so

three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and

tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day

findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king

heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long

shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had

betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the

defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with

the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his

charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our

Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took

horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a

stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and

the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away,

till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of

the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a

ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier,

whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to

delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied

with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring

the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days

are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou

wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me

back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king."

Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying

of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales

of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were

playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to

beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and

robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when

[by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the

sea..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil

ccccxix.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in
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the Bath ccclxxxv.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.All this while

the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup

and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent

his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had

brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house],

set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the

morrow..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace,

leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the

damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in

smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.God judge

betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are

stupefied..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water

wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with

God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there

had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by,

whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of

water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she

had done..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true

and trusty still..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked

rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was

therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse,

"Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of

wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is

this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman,

and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the

princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his

father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left

not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live

the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to

the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them

expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while

his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his

slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the

Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..When

came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and

obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened

wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou

canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry

thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all

that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow

she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..Now there

remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came

to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I

rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with

her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she

died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and

abandoned the former]..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast

was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by

permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw
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eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud,

extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this

wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all

manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them

desired to look upon her..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection

and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him

and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to

be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he

heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard

the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a

mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this

pit.'.When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their

hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that

which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time

they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the

crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the

amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his

two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the

Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..109. Abdallah the

Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police

[of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went

round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the

officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the]

Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase

themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he

taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who

were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and

improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.The Eight Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing

love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an

occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the

world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and

he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found

her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord,

tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy

slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee

not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in

beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ?

? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.Daughters, The Two

Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter;

whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written,

saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair

and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the

old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this

youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out

with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art

my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he

shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Controller's Story xxvii.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have

betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and
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fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the

ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she

might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and

pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms

to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..Me, till I stricken was

therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of

the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned].

When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before

himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach,

thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee,

we had repented.'.So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty

males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk

and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped

silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were

present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with

them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married

Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made

the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ?

O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Then he turned to a

damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity!

(33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth."

Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little

white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding;

so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to

him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were

diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses

for laughter..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised

be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah

Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).Unjust King and the Tither,

The, i. 272.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and

kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the

wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the

garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale

and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were

of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the

Garden of Eden. (206).David and Solomon, i. 275..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour.

Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who

pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to

Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and

sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than

clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he

came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look

round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan

and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy

recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It

is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one

another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best

that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and

Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her

head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to
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one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been

reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler

over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me

serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on

him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of

Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged

him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and

prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his

Brothers dcccclixviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee

alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous

(236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than

tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to

take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king

sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou

overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy

circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth

(241) it and peopleth it not.'.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i.

57..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc
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