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? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's
space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am
a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to
be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one
another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together
all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom
this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and
went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst
anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction,
and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed
away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her
forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter
in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..As I was passing one day in the market, I
found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I
followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on
thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.There was once a man of
fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him
of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the
dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of
money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money
and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon
the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..But for the spying of the eyes
[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the
wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it
chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the
gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ?
? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her,
'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour.
Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he
purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain
before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to
thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart
quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in
this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me
and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay
him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.(Quoth Abdallah ben
Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me
into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could
not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till
the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me,
"Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".61.
Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and
every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell
one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it
was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said,
"Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and
behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..Thief and the Woman,
The, i. 278.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Beard of the old he-goat, the
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one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ?
? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Jesus, The Three Men and
our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii.
219..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another
game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which
was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to
the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who
was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais,
whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he
answered, "I come from Yemen.".The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it
was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her,
'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for
that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and
take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? For
indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..?Story of Ilan Shah
and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my
spright..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were?
(141).? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He
saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.'
Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite
thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be
patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy
wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her,
and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn
aside..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that
which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return
not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over
her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and
carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh
took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and
gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation
was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..When the youth saw this, he
marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till
nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems,
bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the
milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to
whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest
telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him,
misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in
attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!"
Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream
that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than
the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt
go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles
Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of
numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of
him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose
rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this
youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who
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should serve him..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so
thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided
him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195)
thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed
God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and
Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most
High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the
earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell
me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they
told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he
should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And
Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in
assurance of relief.'.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of
Paradise.".31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And
she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon
aye;.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.Then the Khalif took him into
his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his
boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to
wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac
en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in
honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress,
whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the
former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon
up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made
themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not
in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out
on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken
and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a
calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for
them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he
planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till
the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..Then he went on and
presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter
the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics
presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his
voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling
in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".End of vol. II..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..51. The
Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and
laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the
place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59)
thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the
old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose
forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment
and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).When they were grown familiar with him, the
queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness,
she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and
that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her
father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the
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last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..At daybreak, my friend returned and
opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs
excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set
before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179)
When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them
eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question,
and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I
prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce
in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.The
messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening
and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my
sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I
stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded.
Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary,
may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my
goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves
to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of
thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."
(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou
hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy
qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The
thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening
and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..Then the eunuchs went
forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of
musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their
heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the
Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they
both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as
amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon.
Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than
drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their
eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.WP="BR1">.When
the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth
the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.Man of
Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant
flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to
hide;.The Fifth Night of the Month.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw
nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled
the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he
recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to
him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with
a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done
well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and
carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she
occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute
(now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto
the following verses:.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put
away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following
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verses:.So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was
fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one,"
naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I
have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.'
Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a
long while, [without farther news]..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..?THE THIEF'S
STORY..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the
[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one
of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them.
When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed
to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument
aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxix.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the
like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had
given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In
the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day,
for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his
speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more
extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman
ccccxxiii.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet
that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.Then, when it was
night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of
thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and
drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived
by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the
utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and
abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return
thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing
and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the
story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Then he bade lodge him near himself and was
bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that
of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of
Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are
enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was
her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was
a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she
came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and
eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and
guessed that which thou hast heard.'.10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Awhile after this,
two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five
thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade
fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse
that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer
of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his
sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and
his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check
him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.So she gave
him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay
that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel
said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win
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to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion
them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and
repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and
bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.
Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,
or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were
merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such
of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted
him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them
who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of
the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said
to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry
case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?'
The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his
reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him,
'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.I saw thee, O thou best of all the
human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..? ? ? ? ? m.
The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from
him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father
and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he
confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of
pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to
his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ?
i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them
up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who
marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden,
(106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and
the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down
on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its
blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy
of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the
audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him
joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops
according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and
abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and
dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and
said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxviii.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..So El Aziz sent after his son
and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many
camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of
gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and
they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas
and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry
all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the
latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of
the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..To
return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his
suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused
meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to
her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver
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her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her
husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth
officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding.
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