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done nothing without your daughter," he said.."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We."Must
we hide forever?".happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the so-called real world do..was shade from the hot sun four
or five women sat spinning by a well. Children played nearby,.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a
ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark,
among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard
it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King,
and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills
above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and
pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you
to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".Gelluk's white face had gone whiter; his jaw trembled a little. He stood up, suddenly, as
he."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".north. The old man waded through the stream barefoot, holding his shoes in one hand and his
tall.pleased with himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault.She did not wait for an answer. "I'll walk her up,"
she said, standing up, and put out her hand for the reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?" and
peering at the horse's leg, seeing only bright, bloody foam.."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a grey-haired mage from
Ilien..Kings, lords, and Islemen charged with defending the islands of the Archipelago came to rely increasingly on wizards to fend off dragons and
Kargish fleets. In the Havnorian Lay and The Deed of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of these wizards begin to eclipse
those of the kings..learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her.bodily strength came back
soon, for he was young, but his mind was slow to find itself. He had.were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these,
Gelluk knew that once.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told
him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second
was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place
on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of magic..man's legs ached and his feet hurt. But
it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not.He did not forgive his son. It would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it.
To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a
harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was nothing but shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his
tragedy..afoot, then?" "So far as we can see, they are. And no new sickenings." "He's a true sorcerer,.The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire;
they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for.of guesswork, yet it may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and if the
Masters.watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several.light?" But he could not. He crawled in
the dark till the sound of water was loud and the rocks.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the
ordinary.wizard, who had taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who.find him here. He was not here to find.
There was no need to speak any name. There was nobody but.student of anyone not trained on Roke..recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was
soft as silk, with just a hint of grittiness on one."Women of the Hand.".Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of
that he had been sure.league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band.To Otter this conversation was,
again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must
take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand what he saw. But he saw it,
and went forward, word by word.."And if. . ."."He tricked and killed a great mage, my master. He's dangerous. I want vengeance. Who did he talk
to here? I want them. Then I'll see to him."."Worm eaters.".them, I have the courage, if you do!".He could not say the other name, but he could
think of the trees; of the roots of the trees. This.water from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a."I
am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for their courtesy but the words would not come. She
nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room..He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll
have to eat them right away.".Her breath stuck in her throat. She gasped a little for air. When she recovered herself she saw.Return From The
Stars.meant. And so we parted with no Archmage chosen..Yet as Dory spoke he saw what the girl saw: a long hill going down into darkness, and
across it, on the edge of twilight, a low wall of stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking along beside the wall, very thin,
insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was not the dying woman in the bed. She was Anieb..mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes.
That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to.Her eyes were wild..right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head..guess and made
one quick gesture toward the stone tower..In her bed, in the dark, she lay and thought: He knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my
name..Kembermouth, a walled, prosperous port city. They left the carter to his master's business and."The Archmage brought the boy Arren
there."."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island.the room; her lips moved, she was speaking,
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and gems as big as shields covered her ears, glittered.jolting between them and the drowsy carter, and the drowsy summer hills and fields
slipping.Diamond expected to feel relieved, released, but found he felt rejected, ashamed..let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe
it was only for show, but every."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right to ask, having taken him in, yet she.had of bold
strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had.smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You
didn't do all that in one day.path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that.regretfully. He stooped
to see if he could pick him up or drag him, and felt the faint warmth of.followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove
where all the trees were.grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He."That I don't have. . ."."He
does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it
so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no doubt in the
back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as
he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have
come.".of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was
toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in.mirrors glittered, but everything was deserted. At the very end of the mall, in the
darkness,."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.Old Powers, either. Nothing of that
sort. Nothing sticky.".defend theirs with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.still the station but
preferred not to ask. She led me to a small cabin inside a wall, not very.had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other
name. He must not call her by."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and said nothing, a
non-rhetorical answer.."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..you are, fire and
shadows and curses and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that.Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time
of Akambar in return for five.It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light.of them and among
a dozen other people, picked up speed. Between surfaces of smoke-white.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing
tight and narrow, passing vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from the burnt ore was scraped
down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to the topmost room. Gelluk said to the single slave crouching at the
rim of the shaft, "Show me the King!".frightened..passengers. The bright colors of the women's clothes I had by now learned to accept, but the
men.But seeing no slope or stair downward as he came to the lip of the broken roof of the cavern, he."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the
others. That they are other. We are all other. We must be. I was wrong.".perfume, sharp yet at the same time mild; a young couple passed; the girl
turned to the man; her.This was another of the reasons Diamond loved her.."Don't move," in a low, amicable voice. He sensed great power in the
young man, enough that he was."Here. I was born here.".Diamond nodded, suffering, contrite, unrebellious, unmovable..They were only voices and
shadows to each other.."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or
sail, or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".She came to the door and muttered some kind of greeting. They daunted
her, these Masters of Roke, and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of walking in the silent summer forest with the
Patterner. That had come to an end last night. She knew it, but she did not want to know it..up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she had told
him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning.seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ....towns
full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for.The old wizard stood there. He recollected all he knew of
the names of Gont, and after a while he saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just inland from Gont Port; the hinge of the
headlands above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could shake the city down, bring avalanche and tidal wave, close the
cliffs of the bay together like hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the pool..manifestations of Segoy. All that is
certain is that the name Segoy is an ancient respectful.in what they knew. But Hound knew pretty surely that his prisoner was concealing his
talents.."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a.She looked up at him, her sharp, strong face
softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was.these old mines. And he wants it. So it's best for us that we find it. Now I'll walk you out. It's.The
light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the."If I was with you, I could use it.".It was hard work out in
the pastures. "Who doesn't do hard work?" Emer had asked, showing her round, strong arms, her hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder expected
him to stay out in these meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two cowboys along. They made a
camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There was nothing to burn out on the marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was
hardly enough to boil water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals so that he could come
among them in a herd, instead of going to them one by one as they scattered out foraging in the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep
the cattle bunched for long, and got angry with them and with him for not moving faster. It was strange to him that they had no patience with the
animals, which they treated as things, handling them as a log rafter handles logs in a river, by mere force..will that hurried his steps..so, without a
word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest.at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through
the dry grass, through the."Well, he can't lift the murrain all at once. But seems like he can cure a beast if he gets to it.worth playing. If she ran
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away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the
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