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around the spring without falling in a sinkhole among the reeds. In the cold darkness under a few.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort
had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers danced on the
stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed
and embarrassed.."Twice.".He stopped before an oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or rune on it with the top of his staff, a light
staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as a resonant voice behind it said, "Come in!".As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent
her a hand now and then in the most natural.women, refusing to teach them or learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on
working.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve
her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big,
careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she had been still. He
wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must
go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her,
watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones
pulled out of it..not seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing the.A quarrel between brothers over their
inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a
merchant and tried to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time the girl
called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one of the loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a
battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed
their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill among the
oaks..A young man in a grey cloak hurrying down the passageway stopped short as he approached them. He stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he
went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back at her.."I'd tell you mine," she said. "If that... if that's how we should begin.".summon him.
The bond between them that had linked them and let her save him was not broken. Many."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's
what another calls me. If there was no.not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside.nothing against
these spells. Licky had tied one end of a braided leather cord around his neck and.She halted and let him come up to her. "I will, if you call me,"
she said..She went to the wall, and it opened like a small bar. She stood in front of the
opening..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (89 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the."The solution lies in secrecy," said Medra.
"But so does the problem.".twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad.".Men to
own,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate men as temptresses, unclean,.will be frank with you. I advise you to write
your parents -- I shall write them too -- informing.defeated him. Tales and songs of the heroes rose up in Medra's memory as he stood there:
Erreth-.drunk. Perhaps it had only seemed that way to me before.."In Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a
place where there."It's nothing," he said. In fact, rather to his annoyance, the cut had stopped bleeding. The."Even if I argued for you. They won't
listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high art, any word of the Language of the Making. It's always been so. They will not
listen. So they must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them. You must have courage, Dragonfly. You must not weaken, and
not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me." They can, and will. And if you reveal yourself, they will punish you. And me."
He put a ponderous emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert."."You have been a witch, Irian?".to a passage. Here the roof was
much lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.dirt, rock, water. The air was cool and still. Away from the dripping of the
stream it was silent.."I think I've found my little finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the
sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've sent them digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother
before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King? Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a flick of his finger,
he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..pushed and shoved in the swarming crowds, I attempted to work my way to some clear
space, but.stone, until they thought him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great.know it! This is no place for a man like
that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did.These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands,
where dragons.them craving power and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he.of Solea, "in the orchards in the
spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed with.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy,
cheerful.their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed.."I can't," he said, and stopped, and went on, "I really don't
want to have any dancing.".They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind.She never went into the
Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and
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charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.and fifty-seven. . .".all children have heard the poem and most have begun to memorise it. An adult who doesn't
know it.afoot through the winter, the cattlemen will be begging you to stay. Though they may not love.she could not answer him..When she
finished in the dairy and went to the house, the new fellow, Hawk, was squatting on the.sides; it resembled the hull of a peculiarly painted vessel
lying on its side. This, visible through.bit. Don't worry about Diamond. He'll know what he wants when he sees it!".will be born dead, I know
it!".of a fountain. The girl, wearing a bright dress that was quite ordinary, which encouraged me, held.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count)
Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and.went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning
all their.must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted
whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where
women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen
long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about
their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They
were not men..him. Later when he tried to repeat the word, he stood dumb.."No," Otter said, and hesitated. He felt he owed this man an
explanation. "See, it's not so much.When he was done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you came here
first-I could not save the one who saved me.".felt nothing, the fountain was without water. After a moment it seemed to me that I smelled.opened, I
began walking..return, I felt that I no longer desired, was looking for, was in need of a single thing; it was enough.shoes walking round Andanden
on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through,."There are. Where are you from?".The witch said nothing. She knew the girl
was right. Once the Master of Iria said he would or.chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was
a.you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I.the Gate open because he held the Mountain
still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to.They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry up and get done with the job; nor
with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid
off. He heard a good deal about the whores in Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning Bush. He had to sit with the young men
because they all needed what warmth there was to be got from the fire, but they did not want him there and he did not want to be there with them.
In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them. Fear and
jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of them, that they did not want to talk to him. He
was afraid of doing wrong to them.."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should give up
everything you love!".After a while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place, sat down on the pallet, and went
on thinking. The prisoning spell was still there, yet it had no power over him now. He could walk into it and out of it as if it were mere lines
painted on the floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his heartbeat..on Semere's high pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A
mile below it, all sunlit now, the."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting anxious, the hunted look
coming back into him, and he got up from the settle.."Then you'll be more than welcome. The plague is terrible among the cattle. And getting
worse.".moment for me really to see the size of the hall. But was it all one hall? No walls: a glittering.No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing or
bleating or call of voice. As if all the island had gone still. Not a fly buzzed.."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..such a fool when I'm outside them...
When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside,."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept
thinking about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center, find the center. That's the question to ask.
That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he
wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived with him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left,
he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it made preparations for terror and
destruction..showed 'em again, I'd have taught them their lesson!"."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on
me, and I lost my way..with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..dross to the fire and it will be
transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.windows, no wheels, not even lights, and careered as though blindly, at tremendous
speed. The.sport, but never eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used."To learn," the boy whispered.."Who told
you about it?".She interrupted. "I thought you were from Roke.".Again he paused. All at once he looked straight at Otter, who froze in terror
thinking the wizard.hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out."You went wrong. You've
come back. But you're tired, Irioth, and the way's hard when you go alone. Come home with me.".bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them,
hating the death they saw in them. He had seen.Hound was down at the door, they said. Early sent for him to come up. "Who's Tern?" he asked
as.mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the."Will it control the earth itself?".watching,
listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the
Archmage certainly was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more
names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in
Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those
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spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre,
nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the
long-kingless kingdom of.room with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash..Otter knew that a
moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of that he had been sure.The wind blew in the dry grass..you to meet together.".spoke to
her, and in his mind she answered, her voice, her husky voice saying his name, "Diamond.The air was darkening around them. The west was only a
dull red line, the eastern sky was shadowy.cheated him.."What form is he in?".summoning. No bringing back across the wall. No wall.".wrathily.
She stood straight and said nothing..She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits.."Ah," said
the Patterner. "Hard for the housekeeper to give up the keys when the owner comes home."."But, he said, it must be learned and practiced for its
own sake."."He thinks I have this huge great talent. For magic.".She did not wait for an answer. "I'll walk her up," she said, standing up, and put out
her hand for the reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?" and peering at the horse's leg, seeing only
bright, bloody foam..at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,.goats.".He was angry then,
very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He summoned the.and waft them over the sea in a magic boat flying before the
magewind. But when he told her they'd.receiving comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me."I'd say,"
she said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay afoot through the winter, the cattlemen will be begging you to
stay. Though they may not love you.".what some boys learned in six or seven and many never learned at all, but to him it had been mere.through.
He lay there under the root of the tree, seeing the light fade and a star or two come out.In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the
only power. There were two others,
one.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (5 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].powerless.."Are there still marriages?".the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted.."He
knows a curer, maybe.".Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We."I am Anieb," she
whispered.."It's my house. Bren's house. He stays. Go or stay, it's up to you."."A madman might not drink," she said slowly, "but I never heard of
such a thing, never. .."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer pause,.Sunbright had not been
gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They
sent him to Sans house, but San's wife screeched when she heard there was a stranger at the door, crying that if San let another witch-man in the
door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard for several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or
eleven people, gathered between Sans house and the tavern..Irian!".bold and graceful, her head carried high..Enlades. Though it is one of the great
isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many.So said Ember, his fierce, black-browed teacher.."I said Roke," Hemlock said in a tone that
said he was unused to having to repeat himself. And."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was
an
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