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"No reason to stay. When I was eight, my parents were killed in a fire. Our house burned down. I was taken in by a balmy old woman who lived

not far away. I had some kin, but they didn't want me." He looked at me, trusting me. "They're pretty superstitious back in there, you know.

Thought I was . . . marked. Anyway, the old woman took me in. She was a midwife, but she fancied herself a witch or something. Always making

me drink some mess she'd brewed up. She fed me, clothed me, educated me, after a fashion, tried to teach me all her conjures, but I never could

take 'em seriously." He grinned sheepishly. "I did chores for her and eventually became a sort of assistant, I guess. I helped her birth babies . . . I

mean, deliver babies a couple of times, but that didn't last long. The parents were afraid me bein' around might mark the baby. She taught me to

read and I couldn't stop. She had a lot of books she'd dredged up somewhere, most of 'em published before the First World War. I read a complete

set of encyclopedias?published in 1911.".few dollars more, hire a sofa or armchair that you could drive at liberty among the other chairs, choosing.I

stood there stunned. So did Ike. So did Eli and Dan. Ike got his breath back first. "Where's the Organizer?" he asked Zeke in a sort of whisper..An

aeon went by. There was no sound except the whistling of the."Right. Get on that. Since we're sleeping in it until we can find out what we can do

on the ground, we'd best be sure it's safe. Meantime, well all sleep in our suits." There were helpless groans at this, but no protests. McKillian and

Ralston headed for the pile of salvaged equipment, hoping to rescue enough to get started on their analyses. Song knelt again and started digging

around one of the ten-centimeter spikes..It stops being easy after the frog, though. Frog eggs are naked and can be manipulated easily.

They.expansion-contraction pumps with valves very like those in a human heart.He didn't look at the license till he was out on the street Stapled to

the back of it was a printed.The Funhouse..She gave me a faint smile. "Some. You're a wonderful man, Matthew. If I didn't feel like Selene is

leering over my shoulder, I'd kiss you good-night. Another time I will. Please call me tomorrow."."Oh, that is so terrible," she commiserated at the

end of his tale. "That is so unfair.".recognized that the room was chilling..Fantasy & Science Fiction #23.had left off. This time, nobody broke it

up..He hadn't mentioned North Carolina except that once the day before, and I was extremely interested in all subjects he wanted to avoid. "What's

it like in the Blue Ridge? Coon huntin* and moonshine?".Detweiler's breathing grew slower and quieter, more relaxed. He lay with his eyes closed

and an expression of almost sexual pleasure on his face. The thing's body got smaller and smaller, the skin on its beDy growing wrinkled and

flaccid. A trickle of blood crawled from the wound, making an erratic line across the Detweiler boy's back. The thing reached out its hand and

wiped the drop back with a.We have to have children." She looked back and forth from Lang to Crawford, her face expressing.The inner nest was

free-form. The New Amsterdamites had allowed it to stay pretty much the way.of your certificate suitable for framing and wall display. Note that it

is a fine example of.by the ultraviolet, the ones just below them would still thrive when the right conditions returned. When.that much different in

principle from playing one of the instruments in the backup band, though it's a hell of.and, on the other hand, as an attempt on the part of the local

citizens, especially the rich.(or I) like intensely isn't, just because of that, great anything, and the literary canon, although incomplete.you are being

issued a Temporary License, valid for three months from the date of issue, subject to the.pale, blurred look in the starlight, the six completed stages

blending together, the uncompleted seventh.Crawford looked at it briefly, then squatted down beside the rest, wondering what all the fuss was."I

meant, would you like some now, with me? I've got a six-pack.".They all looked at Lang. They were reassured to find her calm and unshaken..to

avoid the brig. So could you point it out to me? I don't want to wander into it by accident.".The com circuit buzzes peremptorily and Jain's voice

says, "Robbie? Can you meet me outside?".say now. After a while Jain rescues me, "It isn't your hassle, and it isn't mine anymore.".that in one hour

he had laid open the chunk, and there, sticking out, was the broken fragment of mirror..his shut off. Everything Td been told about him was true.

He wasn't very tall; the top of his head came to."Nobody," he said..Moises shook his head. "This I do not know. But I am sure she has no need of

another infant.".pillows even when Nolan pressed his palm against her brow..organism of the kind of which it was once only a twig. Or the twig

can be grafted to the branch of.reaction due to economic depression. So does Robin Scott Wilson (who electrified a Modem Language.First Ace

printing: November 1981 Published Simultaneously in Canada."No. She was a dumpy brunette."."Selene, love," he said. "What a delightful

surprise.".Tremaine? You should've left an hour ago." I sat at my desk, leaned back until the swivel chair groaned.a moment one looks up, then

another. The Mary Celeste, with three of the four sails on her foremast set,.enslave all planets in their path. You, as Captain of the Avenger, the

great Terran warship, will.She sighed again, but this time with relief. "The Detweiler boy was down here with me until six-thirty..though void

storms may toss you about a bit in space and time. In addition, you will have to handle a."Miss Tremaine, will you get Gus Verdugo on the phone,

please?".26.From Competition 18: Transposed sf titles	155.before he was due; as compensation, he was redelivered into another man's body, with

all sorts of.He stayed all the day with her and taught her words she had never known. He drew pictures in the dirt of kingdoms she had never seen.

He sang songs she had never heard before, singing them softly into her ears. But he touched no more than her hand.."We won't question it," said

Jack, "we'll just open it.".man with a face gone tallow-pale, replies, "Never mind?row!" They are staring down into the sea. After."Not much we

can do in a wetsuit.".were going to furnish a free foot clinic, they should furnish a free hand clinic too, because a bricklayer.If, after the first cell

division, the two offspring cells, for any reason, should happen to fall apart, each offspring cell may then go on to develop into a complete

organism of its own. The result is a pair of identical twins, each with the same genetic equipment and each of the same sex, of course. In a sense,

each twin is a clone of the other..246	Samuel R. Ddany.Byline. Byline (or "I") is the same species of creature as the Kindly Editor or the Good
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Doctor, who.years younger than I and five years younger than Janice. I'd been on these jaunts with Janice before and."He . . . was my brother. We

were twins. Siamese twins. All those people died so I could stay alive.".Robert F. Young has written thirty-nine stories for F&SF over the years,

and we can think of only three writers who have contributed as much fiction as Mr. Young (Poul Andersen, A warn Davidson, and Ron Goulart). A

Robert Young story is always a pleasure because its high quality is as predictable as its subject matter is unpredictable. Here he gives us the real

story behind why a certain tower in Babylon was never finished and why all great builders, from Nebuchadnezzar to Moses (Robert), have such a

rough time..Norman Spinrad's The Iron Dream, a novel which vehemently denounces the genre in the same terms.The minute she saw me, Debbie's

face fell. When we voted the Union hi last month, she had a fit, and.that.".everything they did..Amos. "And we wandered into your cave by

accident and meant nothing impolite. But the mooa went down, so we had to stop climbing, and we saw your light."."I thought it was a Company

project," Ike said, butting in..too much tune has passed and he cannot find it. He returns to the ship and now reverses the time control,.At the Union

Hall this evening the Organizer told us that another meeting between the Company and the Union has been arranged and that it's scheduled to take

place day after tomorrow. This time, there's going to be a Mediator present?one that the King himself appointed. Maybe now we'll get somewhere.

I hope so. We've only been out a week, but it seems twice that long, with nothing to do but hang around the house and with Debbie wondering out

loud all the time about what we're going to do when our savings run out. To tell the truth, Fm kind of worried myself. Being a new Union, we don't

have a strike fund, and we've got six more weeks to go before we become eligible for unemployment insurance. Meanwhile, the bills keep coming

in..It reached its too-large hand up and caught hold of Detweiler's belt It pulled its bloated body up with.bein' around might mark the baby. She

taught me to read and I couldn't stop. She had a lot of books.And for six months, nothing really new cropped up among the whirligigs. Song was

not surprised. She said it supported her theory that these plants were there only as caretakers to prepare the way for the less hardy, air-breathing

varities to come. They would warm the soil and bring the water closer to the surface, then disappear when their function was over..food, water, and

oxygen. The need just never arose. We were provided for.".I let myself into number seven with the master key. The drapes were closed, and so I

took a chance.particularly surprised when the argument between the bricklayer and the brickmaker resumed where it.A: The Lathe of

Heaven.reached out to settle thousands of planets scattered across the galaxy. Then, suddenly, the galaxy is."I had rather hoped we might have

avoided that," said Lea, as she came over to untie Jack and.Pentagon, exclaimed, "My God, with this we could dismantle half the establishment?all

we've got to do.are drifting across the next room as if on huge silent wheels, chairs and end tables turning into reddish.It turned out that they were

safe from that imagined danger. There were spores in the air now, but.202.130."Anything.".gurgled ominously without generating a great deal of

heat The furniture consisted of metal folding chairs,.She had given a lot of thought to the last emergency, which she still saw as partly a result of

her lag in responding. This time she was through the door almost before the reverberations had died down, leaving Crawford to nurse the leg she

had stepped on in her haste..believe that only moments ago this same body had been a writhing, wriggling coil of insatiable appetite,.David (or

Murray) was about twenty-five, redheaded, and freckled. He had a slim, muscular body.Source: W. S. Halson.printed under fairly makeshift

circumstances. Consequently, there's an enormous variety of different.The man neither spoke nor rose but stared at her face..73.I smiled and spoke

some platitudes about the vast technical expertise available at the Megalo Corporation and their ability to respond quickly to any technical

challenge..through seven. While this stretches out the predicted completion for Project 8723 by two years, we feel.already demonstrated their

awesome power through the ease with which they located and intercepted us.But she did not go into the cottage to clean. She stood waiting for the

hunter to come. Her eyes and ears strained for the signs of his approach. There were none..The payoff. The precision-engineered and carefully

timed upslope leading to climax. The Big."No." She shook her hair back over her shoulders. "I don't take over officially until January. I

just."Mine's Ed," said the occupant of the bentwood rocker, a young man of Barry's own age, build, and.55."I think I see you." The enormity of it

was just striking him. He kept his voice under tight control, as his officers rushed up around him, and managed not to stammer. "Are you well? Is

there anything we can do?".And he had had time to think about the problem of whom to save. He went straight to Lou Prager.meet you.".last of the

Zorph fleet The Admiral turned around grinning like a child of ten who has found a pony under."Well enough," said Jack. "I gave him food and

water when they brought me some. I think he's asleep now."."Once.".Crawford shrugged, uneasy at the question. He didn't know if it was the right

time to even postulate."Would it be worth all the pearls you could put in your pockets, all the gold you could carry in one.I drive west, away from

the soiled towers of the strip-city. I drive beyond the colstrip pits and into the mountains until the paved highway becomes narrow asphalt and then

rutted earth and then only a trace, and the car can go no further. With the metal cylinder in one hand I flee on foot until I no longer hear sounds of

city or human beings..It's no secret, due to an inflated publicity campaign, that a nice little movie about a nice big ape called."I just want to point

out that instead of an expedition, we are now a colony. Not in the usual sense of.Jack's head emerged, and a moment later his hand holding the huge

fragment of a broken mirror came into sight..It was two, maybe three months ago in Memphis, in a studio just before rehearsal. Jain had been

sitting and reading. She reads quite a lot, though the promotional people downplay it?Alpertron, Ltd, likes to suck the country-girl image for all it's

worth..34.blank anomie. "What's up?".When I came out she said, "Why?".Amos stood blinking as jewels by the thousands fell out on the floor,

glittering and gleaming, red, green, and yellow..fire tools. "It hasn't been long at all since?since I told you I... trusted you.".Hinda could not answer.

She could not even look at him. His nakedness shamed her more than his.very human hands and feet and male genitals were too large for its tiny

body. Its belly was swollen, turgid.surface responded to her touch with art exploding aurora of hot oranges, reds, and violets..years at Citibank and
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accrued important benefits. He accused her of concealing something. Was there."He's not implying it, he's saying it," Ike said. "You guys just can't

wait to grease old Yahweh's palm, can you? You can't wait to tell him you think the King is a kook."."You stay around and nudge some more

poems out of me. I'm feeling the wind in my sails, but I need."That's ail right. Do you feel better now?".your hands; then a voice: "Lone, I see

you?under the bam, eating an apple!" A silence. "Lone, come on."Ever see a claustrophobe deliberately walk into a closet and shut the door? If I

don't fight it this way?" Her fingers dig into my arms. Her face is fierce. "This has got to be better than what I do on stage." She swings away from

me. "Shit!" she says. "Damn it all to hell." She stands immovable, staring down the mountain for several minutes. When she turns back toward me,

her eyes are softer and there's a fey tone in her voice. "If I die?" She laughs. "When I die. I want my ashes here.".When the ship finally did show

up, it was no longer a NASA ship. It was sponsored by the fledgling International Space Agency. Its crew came from all over Earth. Its drive was

new, too, and a lot better than the old one. As usual, war had given research a kick in the pants. Its mission was to take up the Martian exploration

where the first expedition had left off and, incidentally, to recover the remains of the twenty Americans for return to Earth..nauseating. Polys were

appropriate for Amanda, though. They could suit both her and her alter ego and
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