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99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned
home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that
the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his
errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what
beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy
father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy
father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her
father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention
of her..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became
enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved
him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I
foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself
and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him
[to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for
Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was
ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the
Young Bedouin cccxcv.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth,
who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite
our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? By
Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.With
this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I
will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and
swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the
prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on
thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down
my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark
place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and
said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down
in a swoon..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when
he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and
grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of
Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a
glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her
from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set
apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of
kings' daughters..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which
Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and
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embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth
thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a
wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair
fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself
on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Disciple's Story, The, i.
283..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he
said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with
us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their
talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to
me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he
me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me,
without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus
between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my
sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth
wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went
and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the
top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he
came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over
going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter;
so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad
dclxxxviii.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted
with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in
company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,
"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he
answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the
lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.All those who were present marvelled at
this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man,
concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.WOMEN'S
CRAFT..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off,
he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?'
'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not
of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a
woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the
weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's
malady..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present
marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him
return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the
morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and
merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.EL
MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..? ? ? ? ? a.
The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys,
all kinds of care and dole..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst
he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning
to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to
God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..Hindbad
the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.When
the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their
kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter
of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the
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vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed
and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest
He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the
despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the
king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave,
but send them timely home again!.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..We were sleeping one night on the roof,
when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she
was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make
off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a
light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we
marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the
lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover
our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my
neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads;
but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief
and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.After your loss, nor
trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently]
asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to
her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be
greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him
that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet
have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my
heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was
perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah,
[wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the
windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.When the vizier returned to the king,
the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the
Merchant ccclxxxix.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup
was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with
what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Three Young Men,
El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.So he was concerned with an
exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he
answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled
thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be
bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said
that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey
dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? Camphor
itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad,
full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots,
each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of
camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then
the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge
and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house
and foregathered with my family and brethren..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----."O sister mine," answered
Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and
have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel
falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some
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of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder.
When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some
thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case.
Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".The young man marvelled at
his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.],
acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of
the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent
than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth
content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl,
fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land
unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have
Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of
Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with
a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his
inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son
who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were
accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the
moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of
Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or
gainsaying..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O
king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest
other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin,
'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier
said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee
that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure,
one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with
Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and
heard.'.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon
him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and
taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat
and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of
the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to
his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein,
and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright
fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it
was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..Sharpers,
The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when
he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the
slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O
my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art
thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother
cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will
assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he
came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said
to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face
with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father,"
answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest."
Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this
of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but
there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him
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the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set
eyes on him save that day.".First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers
flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Could they who
reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..Merouzi (El)
and Er Razi, ii. 28..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..As we stood, behold, up
came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady."
Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against
my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and
entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat
down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day;
moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On
this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the
young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..When the vizier
came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer]
with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after
midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them
both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter
rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this
pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that
which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the
vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate
anything, it profited him not..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand
dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and
build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As
soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it
with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let
him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh
gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..The dealer stood at her head and one of
the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said
a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save
with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is
Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen
hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to
the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth
more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this
merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to
thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
dcv.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all
with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the
apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said,
"By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their
laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif
watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his
own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept;
whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing
after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her,
that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the
Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.So she gave him the lute and he forewent
her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered
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her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein,
till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he
held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her
side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,
fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure
desire, iii. 19..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old
shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising
forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and
made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who
was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his
clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake
myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the
like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and
drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour
making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on
the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the
Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends.
So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they
had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had
with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said,
'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he
feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves
came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and
said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life,
he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his
conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.156.
Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who
should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last,
after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should
be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant
and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the
elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but
stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he
prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and
Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before
thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than
they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the
man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.The Third Night of the
Month.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance
from friends lie heavy on thy spright..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El
Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to
Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to
the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest
thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom
thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me
not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two
horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the
young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the
damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves
about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared
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on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? g.
The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain
from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he
would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34)
and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I
have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Then he turned to the woman and
said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou
slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the
house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for
that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of
munificence..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of
honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some
of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and
upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the
damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky.
When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present
were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament,
and Him for solace I entreat.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old
Bedouin cccxcv.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented
himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had
promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young
man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring
the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the
middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle
dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and
left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? O thou
that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..It chanced one day that one
of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the
city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell
merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the
other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him
spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.'
Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou
shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there
abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a
[certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented
himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.?
? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for
them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'
When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell
to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'
Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my
way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and
buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the
issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light
upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..?Story of Abou Sabir..?STORY OF
THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves
from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.As for Mesrour, he gave not over
running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and
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chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him,
dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,]
saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head
outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.'
And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead.
Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched
herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his
affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour
changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day
with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now
there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to
thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in
him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms
changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath
given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and
am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power
hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of
the marches.'.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said,
"Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not
from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his
journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she,
'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would
not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook
himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed
his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till
they deemed her dead, when they left her..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour
out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet.
Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to
me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and
stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them
into the river.".Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.When she had made an end of her
song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may
eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market
and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant
of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this
servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that
she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O
elder, that he may do our occasions.".On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya
the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight
[Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and
khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself
before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters
to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus;
and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was
confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him
and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost
honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction
with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the
governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down
to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..O thou that questionest the lily of its
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scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The
Seventh, iii. 224..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.'
Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head
answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady,
that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell
him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted
his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring
me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the
Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in
haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do
which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I
lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined
Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own]
lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that
may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he
weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through
him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh.
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