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? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.It is said that El Mamoun
(164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said
to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But
he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and
she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment
and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him.
Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I
went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she
became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his
kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she
acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy
reckonest;.The Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the
village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy
plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall
suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his
goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith,
whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they
went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to
her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord,
the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along,
he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there
till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way
into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles
therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by
my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were
present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner
of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And
indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both
to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed
his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my
counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and
lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her
separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and
straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my
wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from
place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The
Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us
great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since
I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and
he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then
lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me,
for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves
that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..?OF
DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings
before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more
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abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life
long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of
women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee
[somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these
latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related
to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Life with
our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.As for the woman, whenas the man
went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned
men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the
king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to
her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father
rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the
king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God;
but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.Presently, the
mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two
boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two
boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons!
Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And
she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant
heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my
children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and
his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea,
in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of
fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.Quoth the merchant,
'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did
not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou
wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of
the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint
thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou
that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.Then he went to fetch that
which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be
sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast
paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had
stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,
but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy
wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i.
210..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad
news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,'
rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and
he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou
come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and
despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a
handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's
father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may
complain..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would
not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart
to his own house..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.So saying, he sprang to his
feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them,
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whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left
that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth
of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which
had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O
king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king,
"Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son
dcccxciii.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the
exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the
fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir
was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with
his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour
and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates
and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those
who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the
police of the town.'.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.So saying, he spat in her face
and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she
humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the
inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed
some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in
himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart
will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might
look into the affair..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared
and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant
life for loss of friends is troubled aye..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.He gained him wealth
and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated
with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this
fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that
which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade
her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High
and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.I went out one night
to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a
sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and
saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and
knocked at the door, when they went away..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the
opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the
last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister
[Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her
deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped
upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus
engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her
hand..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? His
love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around
Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband
cccxciii.(continued)..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and
twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou
hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give
thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away
from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a
garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she
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made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath
smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers
dclxxii.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who
should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.'
And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi
saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave
and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the
sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of
the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She
accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy
lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of
the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went
on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over
going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..Term, Of the Appointed,
i. 147..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..So the man returned to his
lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and
he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear
somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered,
saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great
God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".All this time, the young Damascene was
hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of
knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that
which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this
endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of
him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and
in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an
end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are
what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that
which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and
said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she
improvised and sang the following verses:.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him;
and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom
and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and
abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and
traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii.
167..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.I
swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity
and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye
shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be
feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is
that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.'
Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this,
his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him.
It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a
place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the
lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings
and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from
beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man,
depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself
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to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".The Fifth Night of the Month.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and
his Vizier, i. 215..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the
following verses:.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take
thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle
and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh
and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten
possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.
But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for
her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand
cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Selim followed him till he brought him to an
underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at
unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon
there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this
thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a
defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but
slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my
life.'.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison,
and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was
prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from
the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and
medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and
carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his
malady..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that
which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot
thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head,
marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them
and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he
appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us
divide..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.The Eleventh Night of the Month..To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his
wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the
boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the
pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the
astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou
art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should
have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..Presently, in came Mesrour the
eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet
el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and
related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter?
Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the
Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest."
"Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and
Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad
and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and
I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? I
make a vow to God, if ever day or night.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir
recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath
consent..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..Damascus
(Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we
twain!.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went
out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it
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that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a
damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would
fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered
concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine,
and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs
wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by
the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and
going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence
hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".? ? ? ? ? j. The
Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they
heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly
presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light
knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and
embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim
and Selma abode amazed..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the
way..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs
dlxxxii.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young
Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a
looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?"
And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he
came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered,
"No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou
Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young
Damascene..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his
affair."
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