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JOSHUA AND THE LIGHTNING ROAD
92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited
me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to
accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled
out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their
voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said
to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found
it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women
are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour]
Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou
must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead."
And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she
sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting
thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and
said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii.
258..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the
realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch
painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen
them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between
them.".? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was
opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and
rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till
we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and
that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I
betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my
travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight
would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and
said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own
house..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head;
whereupon one recited the following verses:.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him;
so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast
deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne
of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and
sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with
patience that which betided him..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for
lovers true and leal..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to
know the Speech of Birds dxcii.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and
wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them,
and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither,
when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee
for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its
hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and
said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he
came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade
Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he
summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him
and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).?STORY OF
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THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..The First Night of the Month.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..As for Mesrour, he
gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the
lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth
from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for
me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy
head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el
Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is
dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad
stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and
eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be
blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ?
c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune
burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water,
and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough
ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day;
after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the
king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his
history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him
exceedingly..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in
himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness
against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he
brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with
rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he
wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and
stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I
distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for
the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside
from between them..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? A
moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..One
day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I
saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she
made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it
belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired
in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary.
Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him,
and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And
I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man
and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek
is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk,
"Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I
must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his
wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the
king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away
and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!'
answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like
of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain
said, 'Know, O king, that.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and
left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her
time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other
purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah
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Khatoun..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following
verses:.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor
and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him.
Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying,
'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed
want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed
her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Now the king's son
was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon.
So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to
death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of
an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the
loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his
face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?'
So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the
Merchants dccccxv.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..I fear to be seen in the air, ii.
255..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O
my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the
Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said,
"Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and
forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and
bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a
gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in
all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.92. The Foolish
Schoolmaster cccciii.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Eleventh Officer's
Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Then he
turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O
calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It
sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning
to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked
understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as
Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst
the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif
[well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.20. Haroun er Reshid and the three
Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..So he left her and slept
his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his
case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her
husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and
bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and
the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and
I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and
indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he
might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to
do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt
el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in
thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their
way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is
my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the
Faithful..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the
rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son
hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he
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hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of
a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of
travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..The king read the letter and said to Abou
Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear
her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her
sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the
most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his
sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged
and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)
Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and
she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that
be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to
anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large
generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of
merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to
the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had
abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the
townsfolk from night to night..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and
question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for
him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings
of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and
the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince
and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the
Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? I marvel
for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..?OF CLEMENCY..As for the merchant, he
bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and
sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual.
The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw
a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready
food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk
and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach
therein..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water
wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with
God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there
had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by,
whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of
water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she
had done..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.Presently, the
chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a
salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy
rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of
his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a
sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in
the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and
sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that
thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the
prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands
had wroughten..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and
appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of
whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how
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he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,
'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed
with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Quoth
the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man
stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the
king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou
hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have
occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king
'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'."There
was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their
appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard
against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to
him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his
loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God
the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy
skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my
wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup,
ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of
the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the
following verses:.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..Now there was in the house a ram, with
which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at
her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the
singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done
suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the
morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from
before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his
presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I
weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please
the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.29. Maan ben
Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no
way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er
Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself
before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send
for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him
and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..Then he went away,
whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer,
'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and
stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house
and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my
wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on
their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his
lodging..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the
burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the
tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit
us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their
nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,
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thou, and go away.'.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting
himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut
his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and
the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for
the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the
news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who
were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion
and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.? ? ? ? ? My favours I
deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment,
Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him,
"I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy
days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the
preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I
have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a
present..The Third Night of the Month.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is
what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and
captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of
honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir
and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover,
King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Quoth I (and mine a body is of
passion all forslain), iii. 81..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to
her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And
he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,
behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked
on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast
herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her
serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ
and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend
me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that
I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from
thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they
besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a
day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and
sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the
bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their
wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains
and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk
stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king
and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his
disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and
when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.'
Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related
to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled
and certified himself of the matter of the dower..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence.
Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's
mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be
visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,
[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise
they abode days and months..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this
army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met
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him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost
and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked
the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's
palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his
household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine,
With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..End of
vol. II..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to
Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..The Merciful dyed me with
that which I wear, ii. 245..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli
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