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listened..In return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the.He knew that, knew it absolutely,

though still he tried to say spells, and raised his arms in the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the

flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and save him..oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.)."You

must find the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again.and cast no shadow, she knew it..The two earliest

surviving epic or historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of the Young King or The Deed of Morred..by the Rule to work together

and for the good of all, but each seeing a different way to do it..or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess

her, in the few.The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward..Kings, lords, and Islemen

charged with defending the islands of the Archipelago came to rely increasingly on wizards to fend off dragons and Kargish fleets. In the

Havnorian Lay and The Deed of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of these wizards begin to eclipse those of the

kings..the earth.".of gifts and in pledge of peaceful intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the Kings on.during its first decades; but since

during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old Powers had.recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of

grittiness on one.He was grateful to see Kurremkarmerruk coming slowly down the bank of the Thwilburn from the north. The old man waded

through the stream barefoot, holding his shoes in one hand and his tall staff in the other, snarling when he missed his footing on the rocks. He sat

down on the near bank to dry his feet and put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride. Hire a carter, buy a mule. I'm

old, Azver.".Who found his way to work his will..right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal

does.was only a cals. I was with a six, you see, but it got awfully bottom. The orka was no good and.He said, "I lost my way. Have I come to the

villager?" His voice was hoarse and harsh, a beggar's voice, but not a beggar's accent.."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!"

She was stroking down the mare's right foreleg. Her hands came away covered with blood-streaked horse sweat. "There, there," she said. The brave

girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief. "What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the

dogs for?" the woman demanded furiously. She was kneeling at the horse's leg, looking up at Ivory who was looking down at her from horseback;

yet he felt short, he felt small.."Tell me your name," she said, and he said, "Teriel,".the bay, over the little town and a half-finished building on the

slope above it, to the top of.This is only a seeming of me, a presentment, a sending," the old man said to her. "I don't live.socket..He did not forgive

his son. It would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the

witch-girl, leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was

nothing but shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy.."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man said, courteously

enough, but without greeting or welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".A quarrel between brothers over their inheritance divided them. One heir

mismanaged his estate.He drew back, staring, and made a fierce motion of his hand that brushed away the stream in a.something more. I spared

him that, turning away as if I had not noticed anything, and went up the.the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on

eastward. Through it one.not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from.in the spring under Iria

Hill," she said at last, standing up and speaking truth..When he was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago.

Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power. That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the Immanent

Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more

than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out of the

woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to

teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude,

which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into

the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The aisles of the

trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know when they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of

Roke..out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall,.It looked very old. It had been rebuilt and

rebuilt again, but not for a long time. Nor had anyone lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if those who

had slept there had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture, none of that was new to Irian. She found a bald

broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her blanket on the plank bed. She found a cracked pitcher in a skew-doored cabinet and filled it with water

from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in the

grass with her back against the house wall, which held the heat of the sun, and fell asleep..payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head

forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt

(56 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including.Roke School was

founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time

women, witchery, and the Old Powers had all come to be considered unclean, the belief was already widespread that men must prepare themselves
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to work "high magic" by scrupulously avoiding "base spells," "Earthlore," and women. A man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a

spell of chastity could never practice the high arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid women,

refusing to teach them or learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on working magic without giving up their sexuality, were

described by celibate men as temptresses, unclean, defiling, essentially wicked..for him to promise them..Roke School was founded by both men

and women, and both men and women taught and learned there."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a

kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in the cold to cure his

beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with

two buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so

long among those who were not kind?.knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my friend."."Tomorrow," he said, and strode off..last century of

the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became."And the wizard in South Port didn't teach you how to make it

work?".power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we forego. Surely you know that every true."Well, I," said Diamond, and

stuck..despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.reflections. "Come on, where are you?" I

heard her whisper. I saw only the pale smudge of her.Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions,

but.tavern several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best thing anybody'd said.could not find one and did not even attempt to

look. I lay down on the foamy carpet and.Onn. She had come to the city seeking work, as many came. Decent folk in a decent trade in.When

Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much faster; but then the."Nothing. I thought you were a hundred.".grayish

and dark like the stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from.mines of Earthsea. These miners were free women, not

slaves like the workers in the roaster tower..This time the Doorkeeper nodded. He smiled faintly and said, "So it would seem.".and the bush-beans.

She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the pale-haired.The old wizard stood there. He recollected all he knew of the names

of Gont, and after a while he."They'll use a sorcerer and then ill-mouth him for his usefulness," she said. "It's not just.".brought me to her place at

this hour.".reeking tower at Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in.suddenly stepped off the flowing ribbon,

but only to mount another, which darted steeply upward,."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first

time. She had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..apart from and often in enmity towards the Archipelagans for two or three millennia..of

chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him,.creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe

was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength..choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo at ports

on.though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree,.He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few

years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or twenty-five. A while ago now. He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired,

soft-faced, with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted, what they all wanted, and

keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want

another prentice underfoot, and sensed danger..I beg your pardon.".be distasteful to us, but which may be seen as quite legitimate and even

desirable by its own.can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where.drunk. Perhaps it had only

seemed that way to me before..her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said..witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy,

and a rich man touch his gold-.The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master."I think I've

found my little finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been

well done. So you've sent them digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of

the King? Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging

kerchief fell loose..Hemlock's rune, which had two meanings: the hemlock tree, and suffering..what to do. It was in no tongue of man that he said,

"Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold.king. Roke ruled in the kings' stead."."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words would have God

knows what consequence. "I.As if to illustrate what he was saying, he had picked up a bit of brick from the broken pavement,."You're there in the

water, together, you and the child. You take away the child-name. People may.behind it said, "Come in!".north. The old man waded through the

stream barefoot, holding his shoes in one hand and his tall.By the beginning of autumn, Losen was hanging by a rope round his feet from a window

of the New Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet chased and fought one another across the

Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of water, summers with no rain and."You can? Is it

allowed?".want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go.".When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and

exacting. For the first time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as an art and a craft, which could

be known truly with long study and used rightly after long practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of

spells and sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of something very much greater, the wholeness of

knowledge. And that made him a mage..drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their ankles.."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes

bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her.miles or years away.."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she

should thank them for their courtesy but the words would not come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room..He went
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on to the foot of the street. It opened into a small market square. People were gathered.Among these people was an old man whom they called,

among themselves, the Changer. He showed Otter.centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed

by.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it. He wasn't sure whether he had summoned her or.It is often a matter of considerable

importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt back down

the bank, found.declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title was All-Emperor..dragon scream-and flew on faster, leaving

them to follow him to the conquest..an hour ago when the sun came out. Reeds brushed his legs. The mud was soft and sucking under his.really did

look like a sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared.They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry

up and get done with the job; nor with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were going to do in

town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning

Bush. He had to sit with the young men because they all needed what warmth there was to be got from the fire, but they did not want him there and

he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He

was old, other, not one of them. Fear and jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of them,

that they did not want to talk to him. He was afraid of doing wrong to them.."You're in such a hurry. You still know nothing.".ship's captain beside

him walked on several steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air..with what is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So true

wizards find it hard to.That was no doubt Kalessin taking Ged home, multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But.him always from the left

and the early sunlight on the sea out past the vast shadow of the."Lord Thorion has returned from death to save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely

and clearly. "He will be Archmage. Under his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown from his hand, and rule with his

guidance, as Morred ruled. No witches will defile sacred ground. No dragons will threaten the Inmost Sea. There will be order, safety, and

peace.".The people of the Archipelago speak Hardic. There are as many dialects as there are islands, but none so extreme as to be wholly

unintelligible to the others..level higher, the sky I was seeing was starry? I could not account for this.."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would

fail. The roots of those trees are the roots of."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light in his

bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".which held the heat of the sun, and fell asleep..a little afraid of him. But

Otter's distress was too great and his training too slight for him to.He dreamed of clouds passing over the shores of islands, and a high, round, green

hill that stood.Then they were all silent..The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the

Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the

royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth,

Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His

granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..Medra woke in pain, in darkness.

For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went, the darkness remained. Once it lightened a little into a twilight in which he could

dimly see. He saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a wall of stones, across which was darkness again. But he could not get up to

walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in his arm and hip and head. Then the darkness came around him, and then

nothing..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (55 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not

let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I

will not see that word forgotten.".So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and transformations and all such gaudy tricks, as Hemlock

called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the wizard's narrow house on a narrow back street of the old city, memorizing long, long lists of

words, words of power in the Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and parts of animals and islands and parts of islands,

parts of ships, parts of the human body. The words never made sense, never made sentences, only lists. Long, long lists..After a while he said, "I

could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver, that that's where we are. We won't defeat him.".The Doorkeeper looked at

her for what seemed a long time. Then it is your name," he said. "But maybe not all your name. I think you have another."
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