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The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that
place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne
and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes
slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face
outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted
Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..On this wise she
abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and
straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her
embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,'
whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the
matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder
youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and
she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.Now the king's vizier
had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages
and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She
heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and
jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then
she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will
go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done
his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile
the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the
ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with
horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw
that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out
upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by
thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the
thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying
hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.The
vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter
and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it
was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have
never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this
were bounty and kindness of the king.'.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship,
whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his
vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he
singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects
(257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.'
So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world
have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Then she cast the lute from her hand
and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that
the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady
Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my
occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go
forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired
to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall
be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a
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whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went
away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me
plied..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish
Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which
Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and
embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth
thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a
wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted
the following verses:.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE.
(83).When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he
said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O
puissant king, that.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit
and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what
he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she
was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her,
[firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is
wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit
with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon
this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced
and was content to pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its
night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a
lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other
precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are
diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as
beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great
pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this
to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.So the highwayman took the
saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter
incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth,
beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his
eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for
indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou
witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote
him and cut off his head..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found
her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her
the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and
two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for
her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key
with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or
poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.The company
marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to
myself..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it
lay..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying
coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her
sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man
embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these
verses:.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? i.
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The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance
from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the
chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the
palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her]
and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came.
Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..? ? ? ? ?
a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all
in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.74.
The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.So on the morrow, early, he
took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who
took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing
him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market,"
answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and
other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not
tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the
thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".Now the dancing of Iblis pleased
Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on
the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have
shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is
a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.'
Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary
modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and
playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for
Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis
was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more
than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Then he went on and presently there met him a third
woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four
danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and
hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power
to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her
cunning contrivance for herself.".Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the
name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that
which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them
servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him,
so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is
no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family
nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months'
space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ?
How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..? ? ? ? ? a. The
Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail
to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then he
turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O
calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It
sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning
to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked
understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as
Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst
the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif
[well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its
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use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one
day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he
touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled
him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an
accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So
(quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in
another place we saw food and in a third beds..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the
affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was
assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who
taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of
her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his
own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and
allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma
abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and
affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King
Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have
it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she
said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they
repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? l.
The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy
teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.The
Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the
Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were
supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness
to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during
the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning
the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy
successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and
gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not
occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the
Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth
he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a
hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant
and the old woman and the king.".Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my
debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery
and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are
not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O
ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a
woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest
upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy
household hath transgressed against her!".The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old
woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..The wife of the shopkeeper,
to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and
beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes,
she improvised and recited the following verses:.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other]
son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set
out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting
kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other;
but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and
give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart
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from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son
increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ?
? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Bekhtzeman, Story of
King, i. 115..When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad.
Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and
lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..15.
The Cat and the Crow cl.Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.? ? ?
? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Now the king had a brother, whom
he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed]
imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a
tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the
king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that
he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou
Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,
donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him
and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that
breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the
night..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden,
(206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned,
he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise,
the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.'
So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and
surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the
guards..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso
had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place
and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone,
having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me
a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached
myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I
was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at
the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.If I must die, then
welcome death to heal, iii. 23..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and
obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night
and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her
dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I
to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water
therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my
clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath
redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him
and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily,
thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk
redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By
Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and
find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".The First Night of the Month.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the
middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou
wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of
commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!"
And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four
sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain
of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat
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each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them,
'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish
and no more.".Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety;
whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous
dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred
head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben
Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of
honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with
bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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