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INVESTING IN INDONESIA
Looking toward the nearest window, where the wet night kissed the glass, he said, "Lawn sprinklers?".This baffled Junior. To the best of his
recollection, during the weeks that Seraphim had come to him for physical therapy, she had never mentioned an older sister or any sister at
all..Naked, dripping, he roamed the apartment. As on the night of December 13, the voice seemed to arise from thin air: ahead of him, then behind
him, to the right, but now to the left..In the first drawer, he discovered an address book. Logically, Vanadium would have taken this with him, even
if on the lam from a murder rap, so Junior tucked it in his jacket pocket..Using a false name, claiming that he was an adoptee, Junior made inquiries
with several child-placement organizations, as well as with state and federal agencies. He discovered that Wulfstan's story was true: Adoption
records were sealed by law for the protection of the birth parents, and getting at them was all but impossible..The boy's difference was defined as
much by what he didn't do as by what he did. For one thing, he didn't observe the Terrible Twos, the period of toddler rebellion that usually frayed
the nerves of the most patient parents. No tantrums for the Pie Lady's son, no bossiness, no crankiness..Judging by Grace's expression when Paul
plucked the chest off the floor, he figured it was heavy. He had no way of knowing for sure, because he was in a weird state, so saturated with
adrenaline that his heart squirted blood through his arteries at a speed Zeus couldn't have matched with the fastest lightning bolts in his quiver. The
chest felt no heavier than a pillow, which couldn't be right, even if it was empty.."Oh, my Lord," Chicane groaned as he and Sparky half carried
Junior into the bathroom.."Will I love you tomorrow, you mean, and the day after tomorrow, and on forever? Of course, forever, Wally,
always.".Neddy possessed all the musical talent, but Junior had the muscle. Pinned against the wall, his throat in the vise of Junior's hands, Neddy
needed a miracle if he were ever again to sweep another glissando from a keyboard..The upper end of the bed was elevated. Otherwise, Agnes
would not have been able to see the room, for she was too weak to raise her head from the pillows..Filled with the songs of swallows that evidently
preferred these precincts to the more famous address of San Juan Capistrano, this mild March morning was perfect for pie deliveries. Agnes and
Grace had produced a bakery's worth of glorious vanilla-almond pies and coffee toffee pies..As Edom crossed the threshold, moving outside to the
landing at the top of the stairs, Jacob followed, proselytizing for his faith: "Christmas Eve, 1940, St. Anselmo's Orphanage, San Francisco. Josef
Krepp killed eleven boys, ages six through eleven, murdering them in their sleep and cutting a different trophy from each-an eye here, a tongue
there.".For guidance, Agnes couldn't rely entirely on any of the child rearing books in her library. Barty's unique gifts presented her with special
parenting problems. Now, when he asked if he could stay up even later, to read about John Thomas Stuart and Lummox, John's pet from another
world, she granted him permission..Then Junior saw the blood on the right cuff of Vanadium's shirt. Blood dripping from his hand, too..Maria's
belief in the efficacy of this ritual was not as strong as her faith in the Church, but nearly so. As she leaned over the votive glass, watching the final
fragment dissolve into ashes, she felt a terrible weight lifting from her..Academy of Art College and might have met Celestina White. The critiques
of her paintings.Somehow, Agnes knew that in his younger days, Obadiah had been a stage magician. Artlessly, she drew him out on the
subject..For eight nights thereafter, Agnes padded the floor with folded blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a
middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she discovered that Barty had returned the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them.
They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the sure evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself
would have stored them..Slow deep breathing forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used
one foot to prod the fallen man.."My God," Junior said, pretending that his befuddlement had faded and that his mind had just now clarified, "you
think Naomi was murdered, don't you?".Even on good days, when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and wasn't prepping himself to
commit murder, Junior sometimes grew uncomfortable in these bustling crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he shouldered
through the throng-and admittedly paranoid, too..Another machine beside the first, stocked with copies of a sexually explicit publication for gays,
fired a quarter that hit Junior's forehead. The next snapped against the bridge of his nose.."Please take the cards from the pack and put them on the
coffee table in front of you," Obadiah directed..Because of the events regarding Barty and Angel back in January, Celestina, Grace, and Wally were
no longer displaced persons waiting to return to San Francisco. They had begun anew here in Bright Beach; and judging by all indications, they
were going to be as happy and as occupied with useful work as it was possible to be on this troubled side of the grave..Maria Elena Gonzalez--such
an imposing figure in spite of her diminutive stature that even three names seemed insufficient to identify her-was still present. Although the crisis
had passed, she wasn't ready to trust that nurses and doctors, by themselves, could provide Agnes with adequate care..Finding nothing more of
interest in the study, he considered searching the rest of the house..Though she worried that reading would strain his eyes, worsening his condition,
she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles don't atrophy from use, nor eyes wear out from too much seeing..Reminding himself that
nature was merely a dumb machine, utterly devoid of mystery, and that the unknown would always prove familiar if you dared to lift its veil, Junior
discovered he could move. Each of his feet seemed to weigh as much as one of Wroth Griskin's cast bronzes, but he crossed the sidewalk an went
into Galerie Coquin..Shaking the ravaged khakis at him, she said, "Then what made such a mess of these?.Worse, the people who adopted
Seraphim's baby might be anywhere in the nine-county Bay Area. Millions of phone listings to scan..She switched off the hall light and stood at the
half-open door, listening, waiting..A pink spot in the center of Victoria's forehead marked the point of impact. Soon it would be an ugly bruise. The
skull bone did not appear to have been cratered..Most likely, if Victoria was entertaining, the visitor's car would have been parked in the
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driveway..Nolly raised his martini glass in a toast. "To Kathleen Klerkle Wulfstan, dentist and associate detective.".Warily, Junior ventured into the
gallery to make inquiries. He expected the staff to express utter bafflement at the name Celestina White, expected the poster to have vanished when
he returned to the display window..Her voice was flat and a little hard. Another man might have mistaken her tone for disapproval, for impatience,
even for quiet anger..Even though he now knew what a hateful person the nurse was, he remained strongly attracted to her. He was not the kind of
man, however, who would take advantage of an unconscious woman..The Hackachaks had arrived post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news
that Junior had expressed distaste at the prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They knew he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and
Nork..Impressed by the sureness and swiftness with which the blind boy negotiated the steps and set off across the lawn, Tom didn't initially notice
anything unusual about his stroll through the deluge.."All right. I get my new eyes from a doctor. They're not real eyes, just plastic, to fill in where
my eyes used to be.".The second and third rooms proved to be deserted, as well, and as muffled as the cushioned spaces of a funeral home, but an
office was tucked discreetly at the back of the final chamber. As Junior crossed the third room, apparently monitored by closed-circuit security
cameras, a man glided out of the office to greet him..If they were suspicious of him, they showed no obvious alarm. The three went inside in no
particular rush, and judging by their demeanor, Junior decided that they hadn't spotted him, after all..Besides, Junior was reluctant to kill
Vanadium, for real this time, and risk discovering- that the detective's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would in fact prove to be a relentless haunting
presence that gave him no peace..With his bent thumb against the crook of his forefinger, he flipped the quarter. Even as the coin snapped off the
thumbnail and began to stir the air, Tom flung up both hands, fingers spread to show them empty and to distract. Yet on a second look, the coin
was not airborne as it had seemed to be, no longer spinning-wink, wink-before their dazzled eyes. It had vanished as though into the payment slot
of an ethereal vending machine that dispensed mystery in return.."Joey was, after all, an insurance broker," Vinnie reminded her. "He was going to
look out for his family.".Bressler but no Vanadium. A girl named Angel. Something was wrong here. Something was rotten..She shook her head,
and red bows fluttered. "No. 'Cause you didn't just move it around.".AFTER SPENDING Wednesday as a tourist, Junior began to look for a
suitable apartment on Thursday. In spite of his new wealth, he did not intend to pay hotel-room rates for an extended period..He was filled with
bitter remorse for having suspected Naomi of poisoning his cheese sandwich or his apricots. She-had in fact adored him, as he had always believed.
She would never have lifted a hand against him, never. Dear Naomi would have died for him. In fact, she had..Dr. Lipscomb brought his hands to
his face, covering his nose and mouth as earlier they had been covered with a surgical mask, as though he were in danger of drawing in, with his
breath, an idea that would forever change him..out of hand. "Well ... yes, I suppose so." Spineless, unethical quack bastard, Junior thought
bitterly..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you
disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here now,
get out!".Junior was less surprised by his sudden assault on Victoria than by the failure of the bottle to break. He was, after all, a new man since his
decision on the fire tower, a man of action, who did what was necessary. But the bottle was glass, and he swung forcefully, hard enough that it
smacked her forehead with a sound like a mallet cracking against a croquet ball, hard enough to put her out in an instant, maybe even hard enough
to kill her, yet the Merlot remained ready to drink..For the first time since walking to La Jolla to meet Jonas Salk, Paul planned a journey with a
specific purpose..He supposed Victoria might have a visitor. Perhaps a relative or a girlfriend. Not a man. No. She knew who her man was, and she
would have no other while she waited for the chance to surrender to him and to consummate the relationship that had begun with the spoon and the
ice in the hospital ten days previously..Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving
the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental
platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices
are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in
bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable..Junior discovered more tears than could have been found in
ten thousand onions. His wife and his unborn baby. He had been willing to sacrifice his beloved Naomi, but maybe he would have found the cost
too high if he had known that he was also sacrificing his first-conceived child. This was too much. He was bereft..Frustrated on many levels, Junior
hurried to a parking lot one block from the detective's office, where he'd left his new Chevrolet Impala convertible. This Chinese-red machine was
even more beautiful when wet with rain than it had looked polished and pristine on the showroom floor..With remarkably little splash, the sedan
eased into the water. Briefly it floated, bobbling near shore, tipped forward by the weight of the engine. As the lake flooded in through the floor
vents, the vehicle settled steadily-then sank rapidly when water reached the two partially open windows..Indeed, subconsciously, she had known
that Nella was gone since receiving the call at 4:15 this morning. When the old woman had finished what she needed to say, the silence on the line
had been eerily perfect, without one crackle of static or electronic murmur, unlike anything Celestina had ever heard on a telephone before..During
Junior's brief stroll, the sidewalk ended, giving way to the graveled shoulder of the road. He saw no one on foot, and no vehicles passed
him..Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself. He was
too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that anything he did could kill
him..Dessert was on the house. The waiter brought the four best items on the menu, to spare them the need to make two small decisions after
having made such a big one..He stepped into the house, quietly closed the front door, and examined the bottle. The glass was thick, especially at the
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base, where a large punt--a deep indentation-encouraged sediment to gather along the rim rather than across the entire bottom of the bottle. This
design feature secondarily contributed to the strength of the container. Evidently he had hit her with the bottom third of the bottle, which could
most easily withstand the blow..EARLY CHRISTMAS EVE, gallery brochure in hand, Junior returned to his apartment, puzzling over mysteries
that had nothing to do with guiding stars and virgin births..Arriving home, he hesitated to open the door. He expected to find Vanadium
inside..Sometimes, just the thought of getting in the car and venturing into the dangerous world was intolerable. Then he settled into his La-ZBoy
and waited for the natural disaster that would soon scrub him off the earth as though he had never existed..To see his newborn baby girl, Barty
shared the sight of other Bartys, and he so adored this little wrinkled Mary that he sustained his vision all day, until a thunderous migraine became
too much to bear and a sudden frightening slurring of speech drove him back to the comfort of blindness..Caution discarded, Junior went inside, for
the same reason that a dedicated opera aesthete might once a decade attend a country-music concert: to confirm the superiority of his taste and to be
amused by what passed for music among the great unwashed. Some might call it slumming..Maria's face gathered into a frown, like a piece of
brown cloth cinched by a series of whipstitches. "Six lessons.".A sofa and one armchair provided the seating in the living room. No coffee table. A
small table beside the chair. A wall unit held a fine stereo system and a few hundred record albums.."That's kind of you," Panglo stammered, "but I
have little time for reading, very little time.".Stepping into her digs was like passing through a time machine into another century, traveling in
space, as well, to the Europe of Louis XIV. The expansive, high-ceilinged rooms overwhelmed the eye with the rich somber colors and the heavy
forms of Baroque art and furniture. Shells, acanthus leaves, volutes, garlands, and scrolls-often gilded decorated the museum-quality antique
Bombay chests, chairs, tables, massive mirrors, cabinets, and etageres..Four blocks from his office, on a street more upscale than his own, Nolly
came to the Tollman Building. Built in the 1930s, it had an Art Deco flair. The public areas featured travertine floors, and a WPA-ers mural
extolling the machine age brightened a lobby wall.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end."."Too
few," said Maria, "might mean you made an admirably small number of moral mistakes but also that you failed to take reasonable risks and didn't
make full use of the gift of life."."Please just call me Tom. I've been forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full disability because of
this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop,
official or not."."I'm captivated more by painting than I am by most dimensional work," Junior explained. "Really, the only sculpture I've acquired
is Poriferan's.".Nolly, telling the story of his day's work, paused as the waiter delivered two orders of the crab-cake appetizer with mustard sauce.
"Nolly, Mrs. Wulfstan--enjoy!".After too many years investigating homicides, after too much experience of human evil, perhaps he had grown both
misanthropic and paranoid.."Well, he was an insurance agent, and numbers are important in that line of work. And he was a good investor, too. Not
the whiz you are with numbers, but I'm sure you got some of your talent from him..He realized that like so many women, Seraphim wanted it,
asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to accommodate the truth that she was sexually aggressive. She wanted to think of herself as shy,
demure, virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which meant that to get what she wanted, she required Junior to be a brute. He
was happy to oblige..Memory of the Spartan decor of Thomas Vanadium's house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space with the
detective's style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and of higher quality than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek,
modem, Danish-pecan wood and nappy oatmeal-colored upholstery..By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south
along the coast by rental car, one week in the wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium
brought Wally Lipscomb to the Lampion house..On his nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by Hanna, after she'd taken it from
his pharmacy smock, which he had given her to launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion that Paul had written to Reverend
White in Oregon..The head of the hospital bed was elevated, and Perri lay on her back. Her eyes-were closed..Downstairs again, as Agnes reached
the foot of the stairs, she began to worry that she had done too thorough a job on the khakis and that the extent of the damage would raise
suspicions.."I'll never forget it," Dr. Salk promised. With his attention still on Perri's pictures, he said, "But I'm afraid you give me far too much
credit. I'm no superman. I didn't do the work alone. So many dedicated people were involved.".This was not the same card he'd found at his
bedside, under two dimes and a nickel, on the night following Naomi's funeral. He had torn that one and had thrown it away..How ironic it would
be if Celestina, the aunt of Seraphim's bastard boy, proved to be the heart mate for whom Junior had been longing through the past few years of
unsatisfying relationships and casual sex. This seemed unlikely, considering the jejune quality of her paintings, but perhaps he could help her to
grow and to evolve as an artist. He was an open-minded man, without prejudices, so anything could happen after the child was found and
killed.."Loved her? Of course I loved her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny. She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to
me."."Is it as bad as that?" Celestina wondered plaintively, though she knew the answer. "I love San Francisco. The city inspires my work. I've built
a life here. Is it really as bad as that?".Paul watched as Barty hopped down from his chair and crossed the busy kitchen in a straight line to the wall
phone, without one hesitant move.."I knew," said Wally, braking for a red traffic light, "that you'd be thinking of Phimie now, and thinking of her
would lead you to your father's words, because as short as her life might have been, Phimie was a Bartholomew. She left her mark.".He kept the
house, for it was a shrine to his life with Perri. He returned to it from time to time, to refresh his spirit..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn
wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling
... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in
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women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife..Suddenly Junior intuited the identity of the man in the chair. Beyond question, this was the
plainclothes police officer with the birthmark..Clearly, the musician recognized him, which seemed unlikely, even extraordinary, considering that
they'd never spoken to each other, and considering that Junior must be only one of thousands of customers who had passed through that lounge in
the past three years..Vanadium clearly spent a lot of time in the kitchen; it was the only room in the house that felt comfortable and lived-in. Lots of
culinary gadgets, appliances. Pots and pans hanging from a ceiling rack. A basket of onions, another of potatoes. A grouping of bottles with
colorful labels proved to be a collection of olive oils..Tom pointed to the nearly finished martini that stood on the table before him. Balanced on the
thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..He pressed his right ear to the door, held his breath, heard nothing, and addressed the top
lock first. Quietly, he slid the thin pick of the lock-release gun into the key channel, under the pin tumblers..At the open kitchen door, arms laden
with a stack of four bakery boxes, her mother said, "Will you get those last four pies for me there on the table? And don't jostle them, dear.".By
habit, she shifted her attention to his eyes, because though the scientific types insist that the eyes themselves are incapable of expression, Agnes
knew what every poet knows: To see the condition of the hidden heart, you must look first where scientists will not admit to looking at all..Agnes
remembered the blood, the awful red flood. Excruciating pain and such fearsome crimson torrents. She'd thought her baby had entered the world
stillborn on a tide of its own blood and hers..Tom didn't attribute supernatural powers to this killer. Enoch Cain was mortal, not all-seeing and
all-knowing. Evil and stupidity often go together, however, and arrogance is the offspring of their marriage, as Tom had earlier told Celestina. An
arrogant man, not half as smart as he thinks, with no sense of right and wrong, with no capacity for remorse, can sometimes be so breathtakingly
reckless that, ironically, his recklessness becomes his greatest strength. Because he is capable of anything, of taking risks that mere madmen
wouldn't consider, his adversaries can never predict his actions, and surprise serves him well. If he also possesses animal cunning, a kind of deep
intuitional shrewdness, he can react quickly to the negative consequences of his recklessness and can indeed appear to be more than
human..pending storm gathered as if called forth by a curse cooked up from eye of newt, toe of frog, wool of bat, and tongue of dog..Later, at
home, after Agnes sent Edom back to his apartment, she opened a bottle of vodka that she had bought on the way back from Maria's. She mixed it
with orange juice in a waterglass..Angel was adamant: "Nope. I could learn that. Like dressing myself and saying thank-you.".Junior felt
unspeakably violated. This was outrageous: the inarguably personal, very private contents of his stomach, scooped into a plastic evidence bag,
without his permission, without even his knowledge..The high point of his day was coming home to Perri. They met when they were thirteen,
married at twenty-two. In May they would celebrate their twenty-third anniversary..The word diarrhea was inadequate to describe this affliction. In
spite of the books he'd read to improve his vocabulary, Junior could not think of any word sufficiently descriptive and powerful enough to convey
his misery and the hideousness of his ordeal.."You must be thinking of someone else," she said, pushing a wad of bills into his hand. "Me, I'm a
jellyfish in high heels.".Only now, as the tide of adrenaline began to ebb, Paul wondered who could possibly have wanted to kill a man of peace
and God, a man as good as Harrison White..His homely face was long and narrow, as though pulled into that shape by the weight of his
responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous mouth might have shaped an appealing smile; and his green eyes had in them the
compassion of someone who himself had known great loss.."At the back of the second gallery, on the left, there's a corridor. The rest rooms are at
the end of it, beyond the offices.".Urgency gripped the paramedics. The rescuers' equipment and the pieces of the car door were dragged out of the
way to make a path for a gurney, its wheels clattering across pavement littered with debris.."Veal fit for kings," said their waiter, delivering the
entrees, and one taste confirmed his promise..Although Paul had seen Tom Vanadium's clever coin trick, he didn't understand the rest of their
conversation, and he assumed that for everyone else-except Angel's mother-it was equally impenetrable. But taking their clue from the risen
Celestina, all those present had fallen silent.."Couldn't carry these three ladies," he said. "Svelte as they are, they still weigh more than a
backpack.".By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone
else who might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his suspicion worn away..An
alley opened on Junior's left. He stepped out of the crowd, into this narrow service way shaded by tall buildings, and walked even more briskly, still
not quite running because he continued to believe that he possessed the unshakable calm and self-control of a highly self improved man..AGNES
ALWAYS ENJOYED Christmas Eve dinner with Edom and Jacob, because even they tempered their pessimism on this night of nights. Whether
the season touched their hearts or they wanted even more than usual to please their sister, she didn't know. If gentle Edom spoke of killer tornadoes
or if dear Jacob was reminded of massive explosions, each dwelt not on horrible death, as usual, but on feats of courage in the midst of dire
catastrophe, recounting astonishing rescues and miraculous escapes..During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round
trip of more than two hundred miles, and north to Santa Barbara..She didn't have an appetite, anyway. Joey was too much on her mind. The safe
birth of a healthy child was a blessing, but it wasn't compensation for her loss. Although by nature resistant to depression, she now had a darkness
in her heart that would not relent before a thousand dawns or ten thousand. If a mere nurse had insisted that she eat, Agnes would not have been
persuaded, but she couldn't hold out against the insistent importuning of one special seamstress..Still looming over her, he snatched the pad out of
her hands and examined the sketch. "Where would you have seen this?"
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