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He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he

bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman,

who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and

lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the

man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have

repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at

his service.'.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..They have departed, but the steads yet full

of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no

control..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became

enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved

him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I

foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself

and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him

[to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.When the king heard

this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire.

Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and

going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried

him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper-

wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter

four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor

was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables

were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with

girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade

fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon

instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.It chanced one night

that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for

him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of

kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw

him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost

thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties

to me.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk

and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O

my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals

from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where

he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and

poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Ishac stared at her and seizing

her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but

before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any,

and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a

dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and

feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his

gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a

comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell

upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis

addressed themselves to flight..4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder

than the rock; there is no mercy there..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell

a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then

she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following
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verses:.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and

hasten to my side..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he

may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on

Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to

work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So

Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed

him not but half his fill..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I

shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by

Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his

stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I

put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee

that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his

chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination

of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who

tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with

longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love

save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither

repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the

woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet

ne'er my wishes I attain),.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter,

now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied

Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose

and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif

therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their

hands..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.Accordingly, the hangman took him

and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he

may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk,

fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the

folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to

last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered,

"Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered

Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the

hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and

recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was

moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of

gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand

dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her

and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following

verses:.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the

term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for

him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing

his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And

he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the

king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we

do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in

whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl

dclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his

Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately

come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth,

sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he
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presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid,

"Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the

city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin,

and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and

accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the

presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at

him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the

sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The

Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in

his mosque..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his

feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).One day, as the [chief] painter

wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him,

"Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work."

So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a

fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it

was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of

what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..Now there was in the house a fair

singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and

going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end.

Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose

me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose

thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my

eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth

the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying."

And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and

would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be

distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!"

Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was

covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's

family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him,

wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would

hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Thy

presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and

drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the

which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters.

Then said he,.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the

letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh

returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is

the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of

thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon

the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El

Abbas..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ?

How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I

complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father

had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode

two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price

and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw

this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other

said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath

mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237)
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lxiv.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in

bygone days..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.When

El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score

slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the

mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion

and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there

abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the

goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal

palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces,

said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them.."There was once a merchant named Abou

Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there

was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place

where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his

abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to

us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair

welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it

behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee

with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from

enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and

of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth

Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE

YOUNG MEN. (69).[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted

down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and

greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El

Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in

the highest worship and glory..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..After this, she abode with

the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and

censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing

the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her

chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of

choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and

wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of

crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Then he sprang up [and going]

to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those

whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know

him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he

made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more

salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis

dclxxxviii.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and

donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and

went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,'

answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt

never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they

will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am

better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.? ? ? ? ? O friends,

the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..When she had made an end of her song,

she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower

water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another."

"O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19)

and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade
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return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in

the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old

woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the

old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is

night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she

would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..On this wise they abode a

whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in

contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go

and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth

she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a

ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in

whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and

ordain all that whereof thou hast need..A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ?

? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.WP="BR1">.Like a sun at the

end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their

posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you

and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single;

then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or

ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I

have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.Then they accosted the owner of the

ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and

swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand

dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not

do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto

of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood

its folk.'.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not

but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned

[on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My

wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of

valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all

that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath

occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying,

"Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's

words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas

repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..When the morning

morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains

and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and

bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had

betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to

take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled

with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that

which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea;

but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou

obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not

to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Khorassan,

his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the

troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second

and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by

her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would
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have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied

he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him

drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in

Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and

the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love

for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut

me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but

do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on

thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou

wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give

thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and

perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O

king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth

of the folk, I will marry her to him.".?OF CLEMENCY..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the

Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any

with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in

with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land

and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of

sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning

himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).? ? ? ? ?

Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.May the place of my session ne'er

lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee,

(125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you

that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the

viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour;

and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the

king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's

honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's

honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for

that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?"

And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as

the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.? ? ? ?

? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer

and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ?

? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt

thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye

see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my

slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an

exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting

him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from

my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and

she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ?

? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw

nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled

the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he

recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to

him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with

a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done

well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and

whose heart is wasted all away..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead;
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for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with

devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their

eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou

seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her

secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she

will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go

forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent

from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and

fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes

shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke

not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered,

'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the

market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Cook, The

Lackpenny and the, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story

xxxi.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which

happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that

had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to

give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he

threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of

lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this

was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).I am content, for him I love, to all abide,

iii. 25..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the

following verses:.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon

the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds

and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the

eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When

they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter

the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they

stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but

they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and

sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen

sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of

Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in

quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh

abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables

were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Then he returned to the city

and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain

thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,'

commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to

the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the

slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..The

Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion,

thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me

largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case,

forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought

and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i.

293..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee.

Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under

the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess,
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whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!"

But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the

Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath

there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away

vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. The

Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief

and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while

in gloom it lay..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is

extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such

an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But

none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four

hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I

suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then

I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God

done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left

him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the

freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and

begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea.

Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine

favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she

repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited

him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn

her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall

turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,

saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou

knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this

again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she

have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the

sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and

to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.74. The

Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii
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