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When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so

I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in

that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and

jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She

opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with

a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all

manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace

with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.So he arose and

taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to

a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages

and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God

for their present ease and the village became to them a home..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..The Khalif assigned

them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he

became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was

vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time,

till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried

them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons,

and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the

Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till

there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This

is all that hath come down to us of their story..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought

him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went

in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the

sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other

score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his

fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I

am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him

in the pot, and I can take the whole.'."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young

man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father

[leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and

Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him

and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him

much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and

using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..15. The

Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? b.

The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God

I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..So, when they had

made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in

the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to

show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his

went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would

not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I

arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared

on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a

very old man, and became his guest..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he

presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well,"

answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou

toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so
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extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is

past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than

myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my

lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two

Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him

an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give

ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage

and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our

excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite

thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth

and grew,.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and

she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth

not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she

might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road,

[I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah

Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause

avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O

excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and

Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a

month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel

me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to

continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of

our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin

and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their

separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would

have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,

and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank

it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In

seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me

with sorrows past allay..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I

will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).O son of

Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six

months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a

place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took

them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this

by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no

wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a

wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou

gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here,

if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the

hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine

oath.".7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he

saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to

companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him

aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the

damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to

give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him

and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from

the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to

Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend];
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so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She

acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she,

'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved

for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have

poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked

thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,

'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor

use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? My

heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the

talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless

and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give

him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful!

Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before

the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady

Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el

Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said,

"Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? How

long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.I seated myself amiddleward the saloon,

misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists.

One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped

me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and

casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent

knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently

returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the

new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked

up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell

in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me

whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud

between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and

casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!"

And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up

from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High

and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and

he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be

with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him

who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched

high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou

puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go

forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the

sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is

under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..When the king heard

his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man

and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter

came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth
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the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the

world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.Then he folded

the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself

between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand

possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this

letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned

to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his

command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have

sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool

(90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of

El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".Lackpenny

and the Cook, The, i. 9..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him,

would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief,

he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from

regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he

might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before

them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it

upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the

king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and

whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months

and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and

we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little

victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I

was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How

long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most

High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,

and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Conclusion..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the

Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up

(143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed

not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods.

Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we

strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became

unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".Endowed

with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the

saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in

it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water

from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the

mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss

him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the

seven years should pass by..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth;

but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into

the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had

eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up

to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he

grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was

little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to

son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a

champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence

aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..When she had made an end of

her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered
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with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following

verses:.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well

done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to

her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence

honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she

swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to

her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is

no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles,

if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited

the following verses:.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her

dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the

Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the

Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,

'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard

from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,

such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the

Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of

the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and

good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess

Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she

fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister,

I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps,

(198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings

of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So

Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..It is

said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the

Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had

taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.

Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he

came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his

bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.

(155).I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended

him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and

say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When

was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..When it was the time of the evening meal,

the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch,

O king, that.The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have

power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to

demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down

what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather

together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I

will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might

win what lacked of the dowry]..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah,

The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after

which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and

embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth

thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a

wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him,"
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quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by

night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with

proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we

plunder, that pass from friend to friend..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest,

took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole

is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee."

Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I

covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine

acquittance.".Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a

strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and

there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but

"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,

even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of

them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I

should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few

days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now

I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my

desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and

boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I

took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid

the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.So she gave him all that she possessed and he

sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all

delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to

weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a

dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and

thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to

him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he

carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who

was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman

answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the

value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the

other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession

thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the

presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and

saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from

Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Presently, there

came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the

spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman

arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so

the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest

of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? a.

The Ox and the Ass.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and

said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other,

"Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion,

was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of

hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for

her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee

other than this, conceal not from me aught..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took

counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into
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perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the

better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee

with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no

heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou

hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so

he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may

desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I,

"Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger,

dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden

oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for

thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not

on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of

charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods

of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme

Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..When King Shah

Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times,

a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,

understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.

The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of

time..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? And

left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Then El Abbas

took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was

sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away,

whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he

concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said

to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of

vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out

inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.The Tenth Day..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy

sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..Solomon, David and, i. 275..The Third Day..When he had made an end of his

verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted

her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this

letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it

will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat

the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to

the house of El Abbas..4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord,

i. 282..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her,

whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she

said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and

Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination

and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of

the king and the tither.".So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and

each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them

had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt

thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange

for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their

loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon

each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to

enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..On this wise

we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account.

When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my
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mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her,

six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee

look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for

that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware,

O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on

her account]..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Calcutta (1814-18)

Text. 183.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon

him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and

taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat

and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of

the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to

his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein,

and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright

fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.So he fell to

resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart,

and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory

and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all

the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and

open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood;

so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his

Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the

hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword

shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;

whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere

Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],

whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,

till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of

him.".Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for

there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become

Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er

Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!
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