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INANIMATE LOVE
? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".There was once, in

a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose

hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his

time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had

helpers (253) who were content with him..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship,

containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to

know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and

deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets

[apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went

her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up

to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on

aught of her trace..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's

Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil

and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the

king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of

his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my

choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it

shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account]

with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the

king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I

did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.The

folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the

kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew

near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and

presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to

rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said,

'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern

hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is

become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that

he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they

slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by

thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened

her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke

out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?'

'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his

dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and

embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he

is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile,

they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..El Abbas looked at them and saw the

ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and

bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed

horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the

troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met

and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all

eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the

night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost

fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Now the merchant and

his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his
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father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached

the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons

and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant,

'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile,

quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither

to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his

brother..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy

disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and

knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and

said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist

started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came

the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to

the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and

opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating

and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar

summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he

bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the

folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love

of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the

pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS

WASTEFUL SON..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Ali of Damascus and

Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I,

"remember me!".115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath

smitten me with trouble and affright..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand

dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and

there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had

escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches

of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came

eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets

of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon,

perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our

hearts' most secret core..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..4. The Three Apples lxix.? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's

beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds

distract the anguished soul..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his

wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king

of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my

sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his

handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is

what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He

chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from

the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised

and sang the following verses:.53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning

draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237)

am I in your land, I trow..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee;

so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is

become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and

bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she

was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and

she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.When they

were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she
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was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might

continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry

her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and

when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis

and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed

them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the

realm..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these

damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs.

Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those

who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment

but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and

prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes

[and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..The messenger wished him

joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience,"

answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness,

With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account

he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her

slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth,

the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.'

'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the

king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.There was

once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a

certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to

him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we

may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth

against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it

revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not

[to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth

evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.? ? ? ? ?

O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.When the king had departed on his journey,

the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might

look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so

that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of

trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that

which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make

thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he

repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy

her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist,

who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his

yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest;

but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he

were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave

me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted

I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the

queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and

meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and

ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood

compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that

thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot

brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister,
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by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee

a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my

bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust

had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast

subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is

the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..Most like a wand of emerald

my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young

man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the

ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I

been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper

heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my

house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife

and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).The king gave him leave for

this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be

truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and

swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will

teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,

saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a

message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed

at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of

the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face

will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth

the queen, "And I also will say thus.".Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were

present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised

the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched

from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud

ccccxxxvi.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon

the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have

pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his

brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant

prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a

brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an

exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very

father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.So, when the night

darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we

came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said

to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came

presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied

this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a

guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house."

But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By

Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her

with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to

whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her

standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it

is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier;

so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but

God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.?STORY OF THE FULLER

AND HIS WIFE..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached

both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over
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against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for

her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger,

and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her;

and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police

cccxliii.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the

people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.

Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]

that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],

it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..It is as the

jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused

return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed,

thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring

thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..? ? ? ? ? So I

stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the

harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and

dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his

household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a

Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..The learned man bethought him

awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man

lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes

put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for

whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of

the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary

or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to

the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath

bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at

the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with

us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the

ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O

pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer]

before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent

one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of

him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.When his

brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him,

'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the

pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife

and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the

like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand

exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii.

228..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy

and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that

Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick;

so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his

Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating

and drinking and merrymaking and delight.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand

of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying

out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Daughter of the

Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.When the

king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience
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and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house;

so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou

saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to

witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the

merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will

not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the

merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with

him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand

dinars..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate;

and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out,

saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried

her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four

estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it

would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of

silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought

and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me

ye disdain?"].All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a

piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he

drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and

calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and

carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the

Khalif, who slept till the morrow..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? By

Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.As they were thus in the enjoyment

of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at

the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he

saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the

slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the

head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his

disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the

sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened

not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.Now

the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and

circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is

squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say,

"Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return

him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried

before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he

himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath

passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So

he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other

is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the

people praise me.' (243).Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy

wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall

lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words

thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king

with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then

said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled

in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on

jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my
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spright..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and

drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63)

looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was

a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the

Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and

practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be

delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come

up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money.

Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come

thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet

him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead

man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds

and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's

succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled

from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas

cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what

was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from

him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come

to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart

devour..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..When

the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day

draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".God, Of the

Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in

weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone

and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee,

for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with

"Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before

him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after

which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying,

"O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he

recited these verses:.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer

was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None

of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with

him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed

trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could

not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her

time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they

were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,

and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and

fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and

increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her

slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif

made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which

befell. (160).The Eleventh Day..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight

denied..Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced

and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell

upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as

we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came

to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and

gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,'
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and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba

flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and

granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted

him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took

all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and

indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan

in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy

fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose

to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had

betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one

who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith

thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he

was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? How

presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..So the young man went to his lodging and

fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring

her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow

thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a

little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I

bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy

price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with

him.".? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Then there

reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the

doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories,

[written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book

pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and

discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and

climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night."

This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to

serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with

nought of baser metal blent..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him

friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst

they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among

his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the

most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him

the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars

therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by

such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who

were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that

which passed between them..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.As for me, I

stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of

yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a

custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so

long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all

deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen

money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose,

and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night,

but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou

marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous

than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but

the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and

inanimate-love.pdf

Page 8/12



Inanimate Love

admonishment for the wise.".So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess

made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture

and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it

[together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".His hospitality pleased

the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee

thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than

this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my

story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail."

The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my

lord, that.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for

severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By

Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en

Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and

there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it;

but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to

thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she

knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned

to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former

usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in

the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and

raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth

after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him,

'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk

[by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain

would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with

me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'
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