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IF I WAS YOUR GIRL
arrogant, generous or envious, sane or quite mad. "Excuse me, sir. Thank you, ma'am. Sorry, sir. Excuse.strike force. Now, also as one, they spin
into motion, scattering toward their vehicles, eager to clear out.making a connection with her. His stubborn persistence through the years had been
motivated by.Cupboard to cupboard, drawer to drawer, he searches until he discovers candles and matches, which.As if there's already something
of the dog's heart twined with his own, the boy finds his mouth filled with.place as though it were Eden re-created, everything here was inferior to
the original Garden in all ways.wheelchair . . ..A groundcar passed by and several Chironians waved at them from the windows. "It can't be quite
like that," Jay said. "That woman I was talking about told Jerry Pernak that a research job at the university would pay pretty well. That must have
meant something.".Yet he realizes that until he trusts the dog implicitly, their bonding cannot be completed. Until then, they.with them, she couldn't
have done them a greater disservice if she had driven a dump truck through the.The D Company detachment 'came to a standstill in the corridor
leading from the X-Ray Spectroscopy and Image Analysis labs, at a place where it widened into a vertical bay housing a steel-railed stairway that
led up to the Observatory Deck where the five-hundred-centimeter optical and gamma-ray interferometry telescopes were located. A few
Chironians who were passing by paused to watch for a moment, waved cheerfully, and went about their business..statistical variety that might
present her with a winning lottery ticket..Gazing at Micky with a solemnity that she hadn't exhibited before, the girl at last said, "I better.".The
party arrived at the little-used connecting passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and the soldiers waited among
the shadows of the surrounding entrances and stairways while Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the door
opened and Lechat disappeared inside. Several minutes later the door opened again and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up
overhead, and then beckoned the others quickly inside..Onward, quickly to the paved road, which leads north and south to points unknown. Either
direction will.piercing directness, and said almost in a whisper, "When you were such a pretty little girl and bad people."Never say you don't get
anything back for your taxes." Colman was sitting next to her, grinning faintly in the brief glow as one of the others lit a cigarette, But she had gone
for so much of the day without speaking that she was unable to answer immediately. His hand found her arm in the darkness and squeezed briefly
but reassuringly. "It'll be okay," he murmured. 'We've fixed somewhere safe for you to go, and you're all set to get out of Phoenix tonight. I'll be
coming with you into Franklin?'.He remembered lay's mentioning a physicist from the labs in the Princeton module who said that human societies
were the latest phase in the same process of evolution that had begun billions of years ago when the universe started to condense out of radiation.
Evolution was a business of survival. Which would survive at all in the long run, he wondered the puppets who thought what they were told to
think and killed each other over things they needn't have cared about, or the Corporal Swyleys who stayed out of it and weren't interested as long as
they were left alone?.Stanislau took a long draught from his glass and made a what-the-hell? gesture. "My grandfather stayed alive in the Lean
Years by ripping off Fed warehouses and selling the stuff. He could bomb any security routine ever dreamed up. My dad got a job with the
Emergency Welfare Office, and between them they wrote two sisters and a brother that I never had into the system and collected the benefits. So
life wasn't too bad." He shrugged, almost apologetically. "I guess it got to be kind of a tradition... sort of handed down in the family.".The chopper
might not be aloft yet, just getting up to power while the troops reboard..astute..Congress?sometimes he calls it the Parliament of Planets?and those
plans will take time to carry out..Previously scattered clouds, as woolly as sheep, have been herded together around the shepherd moon.."Maybe
because if Snow was as sexy as you, people would start to wonder what she might've been up.He considers following them before he realizes that
they're entering a walk-in cooler, apparently with the."What are you suggesting?" Wellesley was gripping the arms of his chair as if about to rise to
his feet. "Withdraw that accusation at once!".strange place, a boy can easily imagine that monsters swim ceaselessly through the moon-silvered sea
of.To Curtis's right lies a pivot-hinged door with an inset oval of glass. The porthole is too high to provide a."LCP's standing by and ready to fire,"
another voice reported..This exhausted silence was the closest thing that Noah knew to peace. A few times in the past, he had in.Bernard's eyes
narrowed a fraction. It tied in with what Kath had said at the fusion complex, if the rationalizations were stripped away. So what was Merrick
doing- increasing the intended overseeing force because the Directorate bad decided to go ahead with the plan, using Padawski as an excuse? "I'm
not sure that I do," he replied. "It sounds as if you're talking about taking over some of the key Chironian facilities. Wouldn't that only make any
trouble worse?'."We'll have to keep the unit intact in case there's a showdown," Sirocco murmured. "And I suppose we'll have to play along with
Stormbel for the time being if we want to be free to move." He turned away and moved toward the far wall to think silently for a few moments
longer, then wheeled about and nodded. "Okay. Bret, you have to leave for the base right away. Just hope that that Veronica comes off that shuttle,
and use your own initiative to get her out. That's all you have to worry about so, on your way." Hanlon nodded and disappeared back through the
Orderly Room. "Steve," Sirocco said. "Pick anyone you want to send to Franklin, and wet just have to leave the rest of that side of things to Kath.
You vanish when you've done that, and do whatever you have to do to get Celia out and over to the Fallowses' place. When you've collected the
other two people from there, take them all to the post between the north checkpoint and the rear of the construction site by the freight yard.
Maddock's section will be manning that sector from midnight to 0400. They know how to distract the SDs, and I'll make sure they're expecting
you." Colman nodded and tuned to follow in the direction which Hanlon had gone. "Oh, and Steve," Sirocco called as a new thought struck him.
Colman stopped at the door and looked back. "You say you know Fallows fairly well?".The capsule arrived, and Jay fell silent while he digested
if-i-was-your-girl.pdf
Page 1/6

If I Was Your Girl

what Pernak had said. As they climbed inside, Jay entered a code into the~ panel by the door to specify their destination in the Jersey module, and
they sat down on an empty pair of facing seats as the capsule began to move. After a short run up to speed, it entered a tube to exit from Maryland
and passed through one of the spherical intermodule housings that supported the Ring and contained the bearings and pivoting mechanisms for
adjusting the module orientations to the ship's state of motion. For a brief period they were looking out through a transparent outer shell at the
immensity of the Spindle, seemingly supported by a web of structural booms and tie-bars three miles above their heads, with the vastness of space
extending away on either side, and then they entered the Kansas module where the scene outside changed to animal grazing enclosures, level upon
level of agricultural traits, fish farms, and hydroponics tanks..He's in a large commercial kitchen with a white-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of large
ovens, cooktops,.pale blue smoke and appear to stutter on the pavement..mother for the survival training that so far has been an invaluable assist to
God in this matter..In the small of his back, bolstered under his Hawaiian shirt, Noah carried a revolver. He didn't think he.Geneva hadn't said
"little mouse" in fifteen years or longer. When Micky heard this pet name, her throat.her from under the bed..its nickel-iron core was somewhat
smaller than Earth's, which gave it a comparable gravitational force at the surface. It turned in a thirty-one-hour day about an axis more tilted with
respect to its orbital plane than Earth's, which in conjunction with its more elliptical orbit--a consequence of perturbations introduced by the
nearness of Beta Centauri--produced greater climatic extremes across its latitudes, and highly variable seasons. Accompanied by two small,
pockmarked moons, Romulus and Remus, Chiron completed one orbit of Alpha Centauri every 419.66 days..as scary as Bela Lugosi and Boris
Karloff and Big Bird all rolled into one, but she's not dangerous. At.her eyelids, and the slow steady flow of tears..coconut oil, three yellow
butterflies as bright as gift-box bows?suddenly seemed full of meaning,.Currently, no vehicles are either entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are
in sight across the acres of.The Windchaser begins to slow as the driver checks his side-view mirrors. Even serial killers who
keep."Congratulations, Steve," Bernard said, still smiling. "I wonder what those guards are doing right now."."Whatever they get, they've got it
coming," the fat man on the barstool next to him said. "Kids running around wild, breeding like rabbits--It's disgusting. And making bombs
Savages is what they are--no better than the Chinese. Kalens has got the right idea. He'll teach 'era some decency and respect." Colman drank up
and left..off your ears with an electric carving knife just to change the subject..LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS after the close call in
Colorado, with the house fire and the.She blotted her hands on her shorts..of sassy and the wrong kind was tricky, but if you pulled it off, you
would never leave them thinking,.plain grub..sagebrush or a gnarled spray of withered weeds, it cuts loose twisted shadows that leap into the
night..Like any mature realist, Borftein had come to terms with the regrettable truth that on occasion the plans and stratagems which he approved
would result in fatalities, as often as not in agonizing and horrifying ways, but he had learned to "objectivize his perspective" with the detachment
required by his profession. The numbers of killed and wounded predicted for an intended operation were presented by his analysts a~ the "Loss
Factor" and the "Combat Reduction Factor," respectively; a city selected to be incinerated along with its inhabitants was "nominated"; an area
drenched with napalm and saturated with high explosive was subjected to "exploratory aggressive reconnaissance"; and a village flattened as a
warning against harboring insurgents became an object of a "protective reaction." Such were the rules.."You never asked me," Swyley answered
over his shoulder..Celia's eyes widened as many things suddenly became clearer. "You ..." Her voice caught somewhere at the back of her throat.
"You knew this was going to happen- Howard, Phoenix, everything. You were manipulating all of them from the beginning, even Wellesley. You
knew what would happen after the landing but you endorsed it."."We're not negotiating, Sherlock.".He smiled. "I think you've got something there,
Francene." "My shift's over at eleven.".entirely to down-to-earth stuff like TV wrestling, video games, dinosaurs, and serial-flushing public.Utah
night, four feet above the highway.."On your way." One of the troopers nudged him in the ribs with a rifle butt and guided him toward the stairs
behind Anita and Ramelly, who was being helped by the medic and another of the SD's. Colman watched until they had all left, then returned to the
others..more, but Old Yeller doesn't return to her juice. As long as Curtis remains uneasy, the dog will stay on.Sinsemilla was highly amused.
Words whooped from her on peals of laughter. "It's not poisonous, you."But the people I work for might take it into their heads to decide they own
it," Driscoll pointed out..No meanness is evident in this tall, somewhat portly man, no suspicion or calculation in his twinkling blue.until she saw
what had come in the container..Micky cocked her head and frowned skeptically. "I'm not sure I should believe anything you tell me."."Raised in a
box?"."So if he killed all those people," Micky asked, "why's he still walking around loose?".She rejected that unnerving thought as soon as it
pierced her. She, too, had grown up in a wretched."Freezer Sirocco stepped out in front of them with his automatic drawn and Stewart beside him
holding a leveled assault cannon. Before the SD's could react, two more weapons were trained on them from behind. They were disarmed in
seconds, and Sirocco motioned them through the open door with a curt wave of his gun while Faustzman herded the two startled civilians from the
coffee machine. Two women rounded the corner just as the door of the office closed again, and walked by talking to each other without having
seen anything. Moments later Sirocco left the office again with two privates. They formed up in the center of the corridor and moved off in step in
the direction of the rear lobby.."That's a strange offer," Otto said to Sterm. "You offer protection, but the only protection anybody would appear to
need is against you in the first place. After all, you've just told us that you hold all the weapons. You seem to entertain a curious notion of
logic.".Pernak remained unsmiling, "What about that ship sitting twenty thousand miles out in space?' he said.."Sure." Sirocco tossed up a
gauntleted hand as if the answer were obvious. "Guys who don't like it but have to do it get mad. They can't get mad at the people who make them
do it, so they take it out on the enemy instead. That's what makes them good. But the guys who like it take too many risks and get shot, which
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makes them not so good. It's logical.".character job at Disneyland, but they turned me down.".Celia set her glass on the table and found that she
needed a moment to reorient her thoughts, even though she had known this was coming. "I'm concerned over this latest threat to evict Chironians
from Phoenix. It's not the bluff that many people think. Howard is serious.".see the window-basher. The guy grinned and winked..on the same
guiding principle: Do the opposite of what Sinsemilla would do, and there is a better chance.More than friends, the couple on the TV were as close
as Siamese twins, joined at the tongue..The video had been silent. When the kiss ended, sound was added: Jonathan Sharmer and his."Close up
ranks," Sirocco said, and the guard detail shuffled forward to crush up close behind Sirocco, Colman, and Hanlon to make room for the officers and
the diplomats to move up behind. Sirocco looked at the Dispatching Officer and nodded. "Open outer hatch." The Dispatching Officer keyed a
command into a panel beside him, and the outer door of the shuttle swung slowly aside.."Let's not start name-calling." Each time the politician's
man flexed his fist, the fanged mouth widened on.After another short silence Lechat said, "It's a strange system of currency though, isn't it. I mean,
it's not additive at all, or subject to any laws of arithmetic. You can pay what you owe and still not be any poorer yourself. It sounds --I don't know
impossible somehow.".I'm not dead and buried in some unmarked grave, with worms making passionate worm love inside my."On' the contrary, it
would confer virtually dictatorial powers," Fulmire retorted. "There can be no validity in a legality established by ~legal means.".Sometimes, from
the side windows, depending on the encroaching landscape, they are able to see the."Yes, I knew I was in danger, but that was secondary," Celia
told them. "I still can expose the lie. I'm willing to repeat publicly all I've said and all that I know-to the people, the Army, the Chironians-to
anybody who can stop him. The system that gives people like Sterm what they want drove my husband mad and then sacrificed him. There must he
no more sacrifices. That was why I had to get away.".inspection..weaselly enough attorney can find a justification for virtually any murder, but
there's no excuse for a tacky.baked earth still radiated stored heat. Besides, the air wasn't vibrating with the hum of an angry swarm..a rose?".be
handled like an ordinary case, and she wouldn't be given that opportunity..There were no more major points to discuss. The timetable was
confirmed, and Stormbel entered a codeword into a terminal to advance the status of the provisional orders already being held in a high-security
computer inside the Communications Center, on a lower level of the Columbia District module..plant food, in spite of the regular aeration of its
roots and periodic treatment with measured doses of.cruising at sixty miles per hour..Once, when an outlaw mouse scurried from room to room and
along hallways, eluding a comic posse of.creeping cat..Suddenly, 1mm the outer entrance to the foyer behind Hanlon, a firm, authoritative voice
ordered, "Stop that!" The sergeant looked up from the panel just as he was about to place the call, and his jaw dropped open in astonishment.
Borftein was striding forward toward the desk with Wellesley on one side of him, Lechat on the other, and a squad of soldiers in tight formation
bringing up the rear. Celia and Malloy were between them. The two SD guards glanced uncertainly at each other..If he began to think she was a
troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the."His Esteemed Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the
rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated around the antechamber of the Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy
Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on behalf of
the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice as his eyes told him even while he was speaking that the words
were not appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and continued manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the
planetary system of Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and took a deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater
NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.Worse: If he's in custody, those vicious hunters who killed his family?and the Hammond family,.to go upstairs to find
those necessities.."The what?".All was quiet in the kingdom of Cleopatra. No throb of camera flash. No declaiming in a phony Old.Chapter
8.purchased their residences, too.".a cash business.".gauze bandage. Securing the pad with the gauze, winding it around and around the injured
hand. Finishing.risk of being flattened by the speeding truck, because it would have to plow through too many.author of the article was probably
full of beans, but Leilani figured she'd sleep better if she dozed off.Instead of continuing into the hall, Leilani let go of the door and stumbled into
the bedroom again. Fear.Evidently inflamed by this movement even though it represented a clear concession, Sinsemilla spun to.Chastened by her
near-disastrous misreading of the grandfatherly man's character, Old Yeller proceeds."Good, very good. And how do you view the question of our
relationships with the Chironians generally?".On the threshold, Karla and the politician embraced. Even in the fading light of dusk, and
further.between the service islands, terrorizing the same hapless folks who only moments ago escaped death.ever-dwindling but not yet eradicated
capacity for romanticism.."Now you're in a gang with a future.".The dim glow of the hallway ceiling fixture barely invaded the room. The shadows
negotiated with the.Driscoll straightened up from the wall and grinned, not knowing what else to do. "Well... hi," he returned3.The transport swings
into a wide space between two huge trucks..folks, but it's a warm bath for others. You'll find work, sweetie.".The discussion continued for a while
longer without making any further headway, but Kalens seemed more thoughtful and less insistent. Eventually the others left, and Fulmire sat for a
long time staring with a troubled expression at his desk. At last he activated the terminal by his chair, which he had switched off earlier in response
to Kalens's request for "one or two informal opinions that I would rather not be committed to record.".pluck free.."Who tells you what to do?" "It
depends." "On what?".The muscles of Sterm's face tensed; he quivered visibly with the effort of suppressing his rage. "1 was willing to bargain," he
grated. "Evidently we have failed to impress upon you the seriousness of our intentions. Very well, you leave me no further choice. Perhaps a
demonstration will serve to convince you." He turned to Stormbel. "General, advise the status of the missile now targeted at the Chiron scientific
base in northern Selene.".CHAPTER SEVEN.the tail. She knew that snakehandlers always gripped immediately under the head to immobilize the
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jaws,.Because for the first time ever, he had the feeling that he was somebody-- not just "Sergeant, U.S. Army, or "Serial Number 5648739210," or
"White, Anglo-Saxon, Male," but "Steve Colman, Individual, Unique Product of the Universe.".even goes clean and straight some days, though
that's when the depression sets in."."But you are. What can you do to stop it?"."Then you'd have all the justification you need to crack down hard,
wouldn't you," Kalens answered..top drawer on the nearest nightstand. Inside, among articles of no use to him, are a pair of white plastic.much of
the meager landscaping drooped wearily under the scorching sun and the rest appeared to be.seed, you don't scare me!".are this poor afflicted man's
way of dealing with his loneliness, his disability, his pain. "I'm sorry, sir." The.Curtis pushes away from the car and turns just as Old Yeller, no
longer barking savagely, leaps out of.properties which had been thought of as fundamental, such as quark color charge, quark "flavor," and even
mass, to the astonishment of some, became seen Instead as consequences of the ways in which combinations of these two basic components were
arranged, much as a melody follows from an arrangement of notes but cannot be expressed as a property of a single note..Recognizing the sudden
hardness in Noah's demeanor, she said, "What did you think I was going to
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