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? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..'I was aforetime in such a city and
hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return]
and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till
he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will
not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money
and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for,
had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for
thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous
Husband dcccxcviii.The Second Night of the Month.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him
pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a
woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".There was once a man of fortune, who lost his
wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a
score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him.
Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying
upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin,
where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went
away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to
kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the
other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking
him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying
over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was
with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not
unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..Then the girl
went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all
the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought
stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she
said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying,
"Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I
traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than
the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him
a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes,"
answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers
of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer.
Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's
daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the
chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling
fire 'twas clad anew;.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous
grace, with coyness beautified;.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they
neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and
repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his
wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt
cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in
meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.Moreover,
King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and
named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury.
Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into
joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the
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dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their
palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the,
i. 230..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on
fire?.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to
the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear
her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her
from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant;
so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the
king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou
Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who
first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I
requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no
repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and
my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which
they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took
her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by
the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him;
and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and
how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom
of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered
with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a
man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience,
whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for
kings.".NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..? ? ?
? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? El
Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.When the youth had made an end of his story, the
king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his
affair.".Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the
oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..They ate and drank
and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had
brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience
with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they
took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the
woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to
him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea,
they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..O friends,
the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik
ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to
require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still
refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and
the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none
but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.When it was the second day, the
second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a
grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the
vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou
hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues
of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs,
there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the
merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma
dccccxxii.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad
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cclxxxii.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife
cccciv.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ?
How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.She passed the
night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the
money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with
that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them
and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then
she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked
on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty
myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought
me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands
of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old
crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came
my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew
me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me;
and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this
woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest,
took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole
is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee."
Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I
covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine
acquittance.".The Eleventh Day..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I
never to any divulged, nor deny.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white
plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and
wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife
saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own
hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of
wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it
swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? They
have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My
severance to bewail in torment and dismay..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and
corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely
woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and
questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?"
asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I
desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we
came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage."
Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused
and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune."
Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her,
though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how
much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my
life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted
and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most
High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou
desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not
else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence,
saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene,
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estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full
of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also
did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no
harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in
their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to
Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore
battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered,
saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all
of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father
and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed
the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his
heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..Physician by his Wife's
Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was
invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which
he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had
wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and
drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen
of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for
certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out
and kept his eye on the Jew..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to
the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou?
Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case
and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his
friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their
friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took
leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of
the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers
dciii.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he
said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with
us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their
talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to
me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he
me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me,
without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus
between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and
saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the
answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from
between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence
thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh!
Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and
taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..Sherik ben
Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, lovedistraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who
was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his
sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself,
because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his
answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with
thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.On this wise they did three times, and every time [he
climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest
thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!'
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Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night
[there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235)
Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".110. The Haunted House in Baghdad
ccccxxiv.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward
heaven the day-star did appear.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the
offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that
there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy
forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it
was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.Accordingly, the trooper bought
him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his
affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way,
whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's
house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted
the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to
his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to
him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair,
when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our
clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.?
? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep
visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I
may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had
been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el
Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord,
buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of
coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me
from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me
therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Now the dancing of Iblis
pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is
not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time
and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings
with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all
the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and
extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute
from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than
I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh
Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching
the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that
reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,
i. 6..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and
carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my
heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made
answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not"
Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning
my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue,
Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who
took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face,
to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain
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said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead
have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are
gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear
no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service]
two parts [of the booty]..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would
do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain
thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and
steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a
plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his
preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his
case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old
man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems
(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of
thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented
himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth
His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook
them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the
execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to
him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked
viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh
to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him."
"What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him,
'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like
whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the
Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on
him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a
daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my
converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Weaver
who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Then he bade lodge him near
himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water
therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know
that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong
to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew
that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I
knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess.
Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed
overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I
was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen
and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!)
and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth
thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on
[towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are
these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the
Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed,
they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee
(230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer,
wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might
water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and
entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey
me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou
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hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than
everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.'
Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover,
who's bankrupt well-nigh.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I
shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by
Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his
stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I
put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee
that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his
chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination
of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of
love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.43. The Man
of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my
sight..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there.
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