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PTH INVESTIGATION INTO THE MYSTERIOUS DEATHS OF WITNESSES TO THE JFK
27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I
seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from
here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,
whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered
she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was
between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her
father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her
account.".Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding
might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from
under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and
rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the
village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him,
how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..Then he carried him to his house
and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth
and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up
with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with
her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the
chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the
king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like]
affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out
to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and
she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke
him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband,
when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and
misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When his sister Selma heard what he
said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her
[and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to
each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and
constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy
blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days,
sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..?STORY OF THE
OLD SHARPER..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of
the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed
upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near
her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life,
for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have
not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to
their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present
myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the
plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to
the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,
'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee
an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou
favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst
(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of
my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..Learned Man, Khelbes
and his Wife and the, i. 301..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold,
the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God
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the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that
basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after
which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and
sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas
he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.When the
boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my
brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have
laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which
was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened
the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon
another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be
no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.Then he turned to the
viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our
sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against
him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets
and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and
contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth
not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it
befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the
door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!"
and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a
handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end
whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and
wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Druggist, The Singer and the, i.
229..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I
would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat
down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ?
? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..The Ninth Night
of the Month..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears
be dried..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their
merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth
this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them
and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the
thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and
we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the
servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding
and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom,
commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw
in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the
merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..One
day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and
there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and
companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and
grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But
he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting
about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the
farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me,
heigho!.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.EL HEJJAJ AND THE
THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is
wried..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not
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bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and
Solomon dcccxcix.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to
him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"'
Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch
and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and
every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon
him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And
eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the
Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it;
but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.'
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it
seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.?THE
FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing
trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the
damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the
casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he
trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman
was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and
enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..Presently,
up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know
that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I
know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it,
for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost.
Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young
man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart
was appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..When El
Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the
Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi
answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up
with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A
thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,
and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk
were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..When the king heard this, he said in
himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he
bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man,
this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth
the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and
do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of
this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But
the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to
the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes
three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and
firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined
he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and
open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will
pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my
way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his
wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care
And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant,
whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance
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and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from
a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the
king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God
assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed
and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he
will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and
near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.The Eight Night of the Month.A certain
assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and
knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the
lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Next morning, he again took up
the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the
supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body,
saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who
dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the
appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided;
(37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution,
previously to the funeral..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven
hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings
stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And
the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy
leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and
when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose,
shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the
dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will
hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story
liii.?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe
redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? So be
thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Now she was righteous in all her
dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when
he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt
perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb
from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like
nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord,
i. 282..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? When the flies
light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to
love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do
complain..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord,"
answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and
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indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he
may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are
all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and
question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied,
"He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..30. Maan
ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you
near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his
foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..When it was the seventh day, the
seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this
youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused
the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after
this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ?
? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..127. The Justice of Providence
cccclxxviii.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like
who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed,
thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth
damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and
she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a
face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the
[same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the
great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to
her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour.
Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he
purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain
before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to
thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart
quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in
this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me
and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay
him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.When Sindbad the
Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an
hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage.
So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont,
and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his
seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither
happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in
quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and
bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her;
and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.I seated myself amiddleward the saloon,
misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists.
One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped
me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and
casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent
knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently
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returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the
new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked
up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the
desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune
and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O
King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.Then he again
began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them
all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I
swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he,
'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind
of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he
answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and
buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to
explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it,
and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to
a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is
he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told
him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house.
When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in
marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he
still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of
her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said,
"I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the
word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Then said
Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it
was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself],
'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither
spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to
see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for
them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be
assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her
by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong
not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be
present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is
vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee
and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I
have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).(Conclusion).Presently, one of the slave-girls
brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve,
whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the
draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of
laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon
the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Now the king, who had
plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and
captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he
should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made
complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power
over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put
them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king
to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..So they gat them
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raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them,
they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to
his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to
me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will
counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market
and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will
buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king
said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..The king took his wife,
the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go.
When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was
left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on
afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by
an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him,
set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and
passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw
there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest
of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Reshid (Haroun
er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this
and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels
and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt
together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more
delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the
latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227)
'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she
laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen
over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they
sat talking..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a
Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to
him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with
him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most
High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and
there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was
assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who
buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou,
till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of
thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up
the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed
(185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O
my lord, on this wise.'.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif
dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel,
sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for
the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him
and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him
and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Now the king's vizier had two
daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the
histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that
which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy
and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to
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the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his
occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the
waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it
was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a
spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and
slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..When the morning morrowed, the
king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies
and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a
dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with
Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's
daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage
to the, i. 247..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her
company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I
would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside
them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister
Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon
Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it
into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.When
the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to
her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I
am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God
the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and
wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the
princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the
acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was
noised abroad in all countries..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old
Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi
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