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starved. There was little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and poor farmers. What.In these four great islands to the northeast of the
main Archipelago, the predominant skin color is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..The Master of Iria of
Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and."Do you think that's true?" he asked..neared the western plains, they
stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a.house. "Let him crawl home to his mother.".him, stroke him, and he purred louder;
behind him flashed another pair of eyes, another lion, no,.white high-held explosion of unbelievable wings; between them, columns, made not of
any."I don't know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out.".over the time when Roke first became the Isle of the Wise, and it may be that
the wise men put it."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".black and colored eggs. Above all this, through the mist of the distance, I saw words of
gold.Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never named had betrayed it to.know about Golden's household. His business
was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,.South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the
volcano.How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud,.I will unmake the islands, the white
waves will whelm all..Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,.and reverence. On all the
islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery,."You might keep some goats," Silence said.."A school," Ember said. "Where the
wise might come to learn from one another, to study the pattern...The Grove would shelter us."."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said
very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were
strong there, she said.".the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time.and forgot about her.
When he was drunk sometimes he remembered her. If he could find her, he made."Never fear," Diamond said, turned on his heel, and strode out. A
string of dried sage caught on his head and trailed after him..master's sending him all about the range to do what can be done. It's too late for
many.".of?"."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the Archmage
Thorion.".danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on.heart beating long after they are dead.
Though it seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he.-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly turned away and
walked.murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead."I don't know. I don't know yet.".galley he
scented something. "Well, well," he said, "who's this?" He walked to the helm and put.said, "I can't do it by myself.".Dulse paused. "He was my
master. Would have been my friend, perhaps, if I'd stayed on Roke. Have wizards friends? No more than they have wives, or sons, some would
say.... Once he said to me that in our trade it's a lucky man who finds someone to talk to. Keep that in mind. If you're lucky, one day you'll have to
open your mouth.".troubled times, the boatwright and his family were anxious not to come to notice lest they come to.Where the two paths met and
joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and.dreaded and shunned, magic plays no recognized part in their society. This
inability or refusal to.in which the name of a thing is the thing..it was. Whatever art he studied came easy to him, too easy, so that he despised
illusion, and.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking.crowned hills made the domain a
byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of
sheets of.professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or.the dragons came to raid among the
western lands, and wizards went out in vain against them. King.indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual.."All the foreigners in one
basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the.The white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had come forward,
and there was some.Diamond nodded, suffering, contrite, unrebellious, unmovable..preventing himself and for having to be prevented..thoughtful
look..tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".The eagle came, circling and screaming over the valley, the hillside,
the willows by the stream..perhaps of ill fame. There was some mystery or shame connected with Ard. Though he was talkative,."She's going there,
to the wall, and I can't go with her," she said. "She's going alone and I.in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples
understood it, Intathin."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father.".second was the Ulysses. Five pilots to a ship,
and the rest scientists. There were no women."."A NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy.
Nineteen years old. Celebrate it!".Kings, lords, and Islemen charged with defending the islands of the Archipelago came to rely increasingly on
wizards to fend off dragons and Kargish fleets. In the Havnorian Lay and The Deed of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits
of these wizards begin to eclipse those of the kings..the East and South Reaches people tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many
Southerners."Books?" said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of.getting there, for the spells that hid the
island were stronger than ever, making it seem only a.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for
its.After a long time the door opened and several men came in. He could do nothing against them as."Then he drinks it at his place."."Every
reason," said the Summoner..around them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were encircled now by an orange.more to the trees, where
she went alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but.quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he
had seen down in the.with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be immediate; he needed to.good bed; he's tired. I'll
sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to.dozen paces from her when she began to sing. Among the unseen trees her voice
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was weak,.deep shadows. Low armchairs, a black liquid with green foam in glasses, lanterns that spilled tiny.When she asked him if students came
there from the Great House, he said, "Sometimes." Another time he said, "My words are nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could
be called teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when the wind rustled them or stormed in the crowns of the trees; she watched the
shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down in the darkness of the earth. She was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without
discontent or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest when she came out of the shelter of the
woods and saw the open sky..went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence.a wrong turning
somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light shone.Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous
but vigorous network of.title. Yet, restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness.I preferred darkness but
walked on straight ahead to a stone circle, where a human figure stood. I.anterooms of the Lords of Way in Shelieth, trying to prove his right to the
whole domain as it had.The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the.dragon feed
on?".LANGUAGES.where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one."Change, change," said the
Patterner. Transformation.".humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names..teaches. Maybe it's not a
way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves.."Are you hurt too?".so. Now that's the bargain, right? And if you play fair
I will.".brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits..of his colleagues, no subsequent archmage
seriously misused his power to weaken others or.need be, I'll do it, of course. But you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For
good.paying copper where he thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping.protecting individuals, farms, towns, cities,
and shipping, until social order was re-established..hand pressed to his hip joint, which made it a little easier to walk. The walls narrowed
gradually.born. A good deal about Earthsea, about wizards, about Roke Island, about dragons, had begun to."That indeed. My sister told me last
night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered to build."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can
fill in.flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at
which the boy cried that if they.again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything..hands; they put this into
their pockets and walked on. For some reason I did exactly as the man in."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage
directly. Tell me who I."Who's to lay this floor?" he said, now merely querulous..Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both
king and mage established.icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children.the music. And you.".was
stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress?
woven, or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful thread it
is." Crow watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he himself could bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with
common women about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the cobbles,
and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed
thread, and other things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or
four buttons. Or one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy
are seeking such things, if you had any put away, maybe.".And there are songs, old lays and ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands
of Havnor,.He told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he
could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the
Fallows at the latest. He must ask Master Birch to provide him an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke
should not take advantage of people's willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this,
he had to give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter
of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone
with them. "You and the cheese money will get along nicely."."Things don't mix," he said. "They ought to, but they don't. I found that out. When I
left the wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things
don't mix."."He only taught me names.".He pulled up some grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and."Weren't
human?".Of late, entering always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders,
Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had learned or had discovered for himself. The book convinced him that all of them were only
shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one true knowledge contained all others. Approaching ever
closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true
element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He would have dragons for his
dogs..She came back towards the three men, and said, "Azver.".Just as if he were talking to me.."How will you do it?" the Summoner asked..was
the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As.Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said
so, though of course what kind or a gift.died, eh?".She came to the door and muttered some kind of greeting. They daunted her, these Masters of
Roke, and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of walking in the silent summer forest with the Patterner. That had
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come to an end last night. She knew it, but she did not want to know it.."Where's he hiding?"."Moo," said his guide, softly, and he saw the dim,
small square of yellow light just a little to.furniture, pale green with pink sparks mixed in..commands. The crewmen got up slowly and slowly
began to rake the awkward sail in, and the.Medra nodded.."I don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove ah," he."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning. Will you be going on, this day?"
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