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?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..Then the old queen and her

daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of

the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the

bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms

fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of

duresse..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier

of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them

into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..After a few

days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy

pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this

was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they

deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they

journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the

guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she

would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ?

"How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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