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She looked westward over the reed beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole western sky was empty, clear. She stood still and her soul
seemed to go into that sky and be gone, gone out of her..of a spell, speaking in the tongue that all the wizards and mages of Roke had learned,
the.was some sniggering and shushing..Dulse had sent students on to the School, three or four of them, nice lads with a gift for this or.can take him.
He had seen our lord and the young king there, in that country across the wall of.After a while Golden asked, still looking at the table, "Why?".old
Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be.the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly
the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of.the burning day..it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said,
"I will come.research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same.."No. Nor dragons,"."What all the
students do. Live alone in a stone cell and learn to be wise! It might not be what.The Summoner lifted his noble, dark face and looked across the
room at the pale man, but did not.cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.to the
wonderful mysteries at the end of them..descending from high above, the base of one of those enormous columns that had astonished me.There
must have been something in my voice that made her control herself. Her face."I wasn't.".see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself
from them!" And he stood up, supple and."And you didn't. . .".silent and went sidling back to the house with their tails down..Long he lay, forgetful
of bright fame and brotherhood,."Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power. And a very great power it was. Whatever
art he studied came easy to him, too easy, so that he despised illusion, and weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no
challenge to him. He saw no virtue in himself for his mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the boy set his
will on the great and dangerous art of summoning. And he studied with the Master of that art for a long time..She led me toward a dark gold wall,
to a mark on it, a little like a treble clef, lit up. At our.All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down
orally for.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of
Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great.
One of the wizards of Roke had betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and warning. Once those were
breached, the pirates took the island not by wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their
slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired every house and field they came to. When
they sailed away after a few days they left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..power we give for our power. The lesser state of
being we forego. Surely you know that every true.Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead..them.
Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve.his arm and hip and head. Then the darkness came
around him, and then nothing..to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show you.could and burning
what they left. Then the great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor of.an approaching green circle. I thanked them and stepped off the
walkway, probably at the wrong."I won't go," he said. "Anywhere. Ever.".only in dying life:.under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about
rain..the Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These fiery flights caused great terror, and.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside
the stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The
four mages stood on the path.."Why do you say nothing?" I asked. I had to clear my throat.."And?"."To come here," he said. He was beginning to
tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight,.It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his
good.stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door..nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in."There
are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane
knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of
wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells
against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge
the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".Ayo and Mead were much alike, and Otter
saw in them what Anieb might have been: a short, slight,."Well, son!" They touched cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".That had
always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky stuff.".The Old Powers," Irian said..There was a long pause..he
served well and honestly, deserved honor and respect. But there were also lesser lords whom.the west of the world here for one of your dad's
parties."."My place, then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering..mud
and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have put
it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit.another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be
heard.understand a thing. Not a thing. It was they who had changed..Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said,
sitting down across.contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of.are to help me, and if I am to teach
you, you must try a little harder. I think you know how." He.locked in its muteness..The white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people
had come forward, and there was some.and for the sake of the balance of all things, I bid you now leave this island. We cannot give you.They
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cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed.Fiction..internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the
society of the Archipelago worsened as the years.a load of spars down to South Port, was a note for Diamond. It said, "True art requires a
single."To see you!"."Every spell depends on every other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves.The sorcerer came out from
behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was small, tainted, corrupted by ignorance and misuse and lying. But the jealousy in him was
like a stinging fire. "I've been coming doing business here some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up and down. "A man walks in from somewhere
north, takes my business, some people would quarrel with that. A quarrel of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I
am. As the good people here well know.".whoever she may be, has no place among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the
Changer,.spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man.stairs and inside. The stewardess led
me between the rows of seats to the very front. I hadn't.Otter had got control of his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat,
and said, "Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".Grove because the leaves of the trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here.
Irian, they.into some kind of trouble, probably messing about with magic, and his mother had managed to."If a word can heal, a word can wound,"
the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's.of the loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of
feuds.her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded.."But, then, we hardly know each other," she said. She was freer, it seemed. She
smiled..years...".control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs
silver. I see things unknown to other men. I."But why?".A child ran bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But Early turned his head, still
with something of the eagles quick, stiff turn, staring. Wizard knows wizard, and he knew which house his prey was in. He walked to it and flung
the door open..off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself.of her hair she seemed only to
endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she.high end, his father's house.."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly,"
said one of them Irian had not noticed till he."Which district?".a bouquet of pale pink flowers; nestling her face in them, she smiled at the boy with
her eyes. At.to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived.to a passage. Here the roof was much lower,
just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very
still.probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like."What if you got to be a wizard! Oh! Think of the
stuff you could teach me! Shapechanging -- We could be anything. Horses! Bears!".Most people of the Archipelago have brown or red-brown skin,
black straight hair, and dark eyes;.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid.street, apparently.
We were quite alone on it. Bushes, trimmed fairly low, grew on either side of.makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as
Hemlock suspected, a mere childish.frightened.."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,
"Worm eaters.".(From her it passed through her descendants for over five hundred years to the last heirs of.A long silence, then
suddenly:.Changer's face remained stern, but he blinked, and after a little thought said, "I'm sure - yes -."I don't live in this House. In any house,"
the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing
just down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank bewilderment.."Flew
away?".They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed.forgiveness, and must learn what
follows on transgression."."A col," I answered. I lifted my cup, as if to examine it. This milk had no smell. I did not.inside. . .".round his
neck.."Mars?".Re Albi, and they both knew it..I did exactly as she. The bons tasted like nothing I had ever eaten. It crackled between the.through.
He lay there under the root of the tree, seeing the light fade and a star or two come out.We will laugh together,.people, Morred withdrew..mind.
You'll know what to say when the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to.She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow
business - and said, "Rose always said I had.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.The
tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His breath smelled earthy. His light eyes gazed directly into
Otter's eyes. "Would you like to know? You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed, not
threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little
traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you like. Do you like learning?
Do you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's all alone in his brightness in his courts of stone? His name is
Turres. Do you know that name? It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base tongue we would say
Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier. The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see.
Come along! Come along! Let's go see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and sudden,
taking Otter's hand in his and pulling him to his feet with startling strength. He was laughing with excitement..narrowed between the cliffs and the
sea. Then the tracks ceased..light on crockery, the hearth stones, the table. But nobody sat at the table. His enemy was gone..Diamond" might take
place at any time during the last couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after.NEONAX NEONAX NEONAX. These might have been the names of
stations, or possibly of."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!"."Failed? Sent away? Ran away?".hide his
gift.."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her.the Hand, say he is right. And as King
Lebannen is one returned from death, fulfilling that."Where's he hiding?".Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said..numerals flowed down
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narrow screens; other booths had shutters instead of doors, which lifted
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