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? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night.."There was once a man, a
merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it
not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own
country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one
whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at
half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower
and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while
have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a
profit.'.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was
Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130)
improvised and sang the following verses:.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him
and he bade him go to his house..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the
horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.? ? ?
? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii.
153..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told
him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of
God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned
Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ?
A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..So, when it was
the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women.
Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy
brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him
what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas,
my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came
his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the
money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to
bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast
them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now
those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik
Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High
for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees;
and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and
seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they
had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When he had made an
end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the
people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the
manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be!
By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I
found him again..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I
may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall
clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and
cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his
life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Sherik ben Amrou, what
device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick
against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then
he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which
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time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he
was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth,
distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk
thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?'
And he reviled him..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom
is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new
king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he
promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take
none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching
God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..After this,
news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and
behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him,
and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us
and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves
of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and
bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among
themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by
way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's
shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till
he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab;
(150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..End of vol. II..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost
wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Then said she to him, "O my
son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my
case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son,"
rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat
the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them
and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and
banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to
her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer
the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and
sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a
dotard.".? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and
content.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much
is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and
indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom
thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd."
"And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.The Fourteenth Night of the Month..2. The Fisherman and
the Genie iii.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to
him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me,
O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand
cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who
said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon
them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought.
Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his
banners, or not one of you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.Now I had questioned her of her name and
she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman
doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the
housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought
two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of
Adam cxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..44. Haroun er Reshid with the
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Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth
waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she
came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the
younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we
may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the
king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the
hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the
lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was
silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..? ?
? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I
made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.And for another story of the same kind,' continued the
officer,.It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His
name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop,
there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a
flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH
AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I
will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".The drums of glad tidings beat and they
entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of
presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty
bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and
the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the
folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah,
'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..Haroun er Reshid and the
Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away
this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the
Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs
must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him,
wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the
sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion.
They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair.
"O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and
drunkenness overcame me.".When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I
went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover,
she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which
death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently
going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who
was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake,
tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this
woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me,
informing her that I was discovered of the privities..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater
grow and more exalted aye!.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found
her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will
ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh
inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished
and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O
King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it
to decide.".? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I
come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her
cheeks for ruddiness compare..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with
his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of
guy-gourmet.pdf
Page 3/9

Guy Gourmet

God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they
donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk,
and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O
youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst
thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not
avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this
his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh,
guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long
while..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the
ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the
country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and
[finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.The Nineteenth
Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..On like
wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me,
everything turneth against me.".Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief.
When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I
acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering
it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for
me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".As for that which hath
befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than
thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that
whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee
[many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like
thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which
overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told
me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who
doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on
playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that
we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his
head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body.
When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it,
that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came
down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took
my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth
came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me
towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this,
they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm
shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a
roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth
they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1)
who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his
brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took
ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her
of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face,
the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie
with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft
speech and gentleness..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that,
one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw
thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most
High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after
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my death.'.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you
a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my
polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..I abode in my house, ill, a whole
month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the
woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had
with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she
stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell
to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me
and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an
exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to
me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'
'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi
cccxcix.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and
accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who
had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a
second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them.
Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences
and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The
marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is
All-Knowing. (196).? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the
damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their
separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would
have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,
and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank
it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii.
113.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and
seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This
fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the
prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the
requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted
down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..?STORY OF THE KING
WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.When the prince came before him,
he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion
to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and
gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest
thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him;
whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other
answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his
company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there
came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till
his feet swelled..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Now the
dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O
Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him
many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of
my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be
exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare
divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she
took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest
better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the
Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in]
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touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost
Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of
men are still to present (63) good inclined..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is
yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..When he felt the water, he struck
out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the
sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared
on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the
husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and
intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and
he is presently my friend.'.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand
or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in
meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its
leafage, covered all with green..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? And
aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend,
for money's sake, hath companied with me!.69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i.
150..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people
is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations,
abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if
his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou
smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife
displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the
commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was
called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he
arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself
a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid,
the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.
203..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves
and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king
fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from
God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and
one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God
vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he
cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Full
many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I
adore..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath
returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones
and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was
affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan
and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee,
that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand
and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour
profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.The king gave ear to her counsel and
despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El
Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade
the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his
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presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity.
He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various
kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess
Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas
was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come
with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their
lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food
and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..12. Asleep
and Awake cclxxi.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in
contentment or despite..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow
willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..?Story of King Bihkerd..As for the king, he
arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he
answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee."
Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy
husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that
which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of
the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of
the vine..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at.
If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs,
imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal.
Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and
wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half
his fill..At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife."
"With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its
course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and
the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my
heart to solace still it wrought..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer,
the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are
a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send
thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and
we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee
honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot.
Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the
glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En
Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,
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