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Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier
Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to
Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the
markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented
himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready
letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of
Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent
from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..Then he returned to the city and forgot the
youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy
servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded
the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By
thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of
him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..74. The Devout
Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and
smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? s. The
Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and
Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there
remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God
the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on
horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the
heart of his grandfather..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii.
101..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and
whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,'
answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked,
blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her
consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed
from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I
knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take
pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating;
wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.When the king returned from his journey,
he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here
and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have
played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller,
a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart
cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was
troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O
vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she
favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.King
Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round
about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought
him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make
proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing
the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?"
"Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a
slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the
world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and
behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).One day as she sang before the
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Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him
and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May
God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for
this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh.
Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the
like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me
art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love
for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes,
O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and
my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he
to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be
restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost
wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the
following story]..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the
people deny?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keenground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.? ? ? ? ? Your coming
to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.?OF TRUST IN
GOD.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his
wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and
setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of
one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and
entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to
this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for
his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his
own country..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace;
wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that
might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat
to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her,
nothing doubting but she was a man..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his
brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one
of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will
buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she
cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but
he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this
wise a number of years passed..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a
merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and
baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in
private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his
admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days
of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,
as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face
and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,
without doubt or gainsaying..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of
God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By
Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose
[and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the
Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh
and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the
drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a
violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the
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rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of
his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who
said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save
those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou
content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not
thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to
Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning
turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him
with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his
sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems
and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him
forth, left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour
clxx.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be
I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..David and Solomon, i. 275..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with
threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast
nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned
to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely.
So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it
up..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her
face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her
place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival,
O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord.
All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest
thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest;
after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of
her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and
mine enemies' malice defy,.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife
Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had
brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is
this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'
answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with
her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner
and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he
went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath
the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs
of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Now the king's son was
playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So
they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death.
Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear,
said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss]
of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face
and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So
he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled
thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB
AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..After this, the authorities
compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the
Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till,
one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The
deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock
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at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself
thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who
had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of
[that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags
and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to
it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.'
However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's
testimony.".When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the
second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled
a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman
and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, ii. 224..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed
and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole;
and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours
acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and
prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the
rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this
plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and
oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered
him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and
desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old
man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to
prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228)
cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Ibrahim and his
Son, Story of King, i. 138..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she
saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then
she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou
wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed,
Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet
el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou
wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred
dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone,
forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..The folk marvelled at this story and
as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment
Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting
one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine
affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought
equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered,
"Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an
imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is
accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice
in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we
took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'
it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for
the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this
is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Damascus is
all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".57. Werdan the Butcher's
Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and
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finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her
and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to
suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that,
when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his
account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke
and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and
that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with
whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is
said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the
thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and
he released him..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif,
i. 45..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the
nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation
and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall
come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am
certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth
fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..When the old man
heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a
Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of
talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of
the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that
except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the
slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap
betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old
wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that
which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned
to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to
him my case with thee and he gave me this.".The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth
another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred
dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her
to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the
dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So
he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The
slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the
merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay;
speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".?OF DESTINY OR THAT
WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah
the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and
evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with
slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the
fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but
from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single
hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for
the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching
up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade
[El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was
with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians'
burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided
them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to
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delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my
heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the
following verses:.The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his
kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a
woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my
family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood
there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe
without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this
circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.Ilan Shah and
Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then
she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love
of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By
the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them
awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I
will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El
Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go
forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the
king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O
king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been
bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast
prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening
and obedience.".So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself,
'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him
forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which
he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down
on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest
some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he
came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but
the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and
thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan
my case and help me to my will..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his
lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben
Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..When the morning morrowed, the
first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on
God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my
dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars,
(97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these
words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he
had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair
but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".?
? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave
above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the
bondman of love win ever free from pain!.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave,
ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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