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"That's right," said Jack. "And nearer than you think is a great, grey, dull, tangled, boggy, and baleful."Sure," Song said, peering along his pointed
finger. "Just show me the damn thing and I'll immortalize you.".se. Shaw, Pauline Kael, Eric Bentley, and James Blish have all done it. That I'm
doing it too, doesn't.works out that way.".I moved in enough clothes for three days, some sheets and pillows, took another look at the kitchen."You
have come," she said, and her voice trembled..The front cover said in tasteful powder-blue letters on a background of dusky cream: MADELINE
is.ahead.."We had our first formal meeting with the Chinese yesterday, and we've already made our first official decision." He glanced at the
replica of the star-robot probe again. "SP3 now has a name. It has been named after a goddess of Chinese mythology whom we have adopted as a
fitting patroness: Kuan-yln--the goddess who brings children. Let us hope that she watches over her children well in the years to come."."When I
blew the wizard here a year ago," said the North Wind from above them, "he left it right.She had given a lot of thought to the last emergency,
which she still saw as partly a result of her lag in.Like a startled creature, Hinda moved away from nun, but remembering her brother inside the
cottage, she found voice to say "Tomorrow." She reached behind her and steadied herself on the door handle. She seemed to hear the heavy
breathing of Brother Hart coming at her through the walls. "Come tomorrow.".Her expression mercurially alters to sadness. "You're scissors,
Robbie. All shiny cold metal. How can you ever hope to cut stone?".By now, I am sure, the Naval Support Bid Team has descended upon
Programming Services to begin costing out the proposal for a production version of Zorphwar. They are talking about a system with one hundred
terminals running on two Megalo 861's for starters. Eventually they may order a dozen 861's. Everyone here in Headquarters is too excited about
the prospect of selling that kind of hardware to worry about why the program was written in the first place..We're in the Central Arena, the
architectural pride of Denver District. This is the largest gathering.Straight up, it sped, impervious to the wind, seeming to gather momentum with
every cubit it traveled..It was after a Popular Concert which had included all of Bach's Suites for Unaccompanied.Jain soars to the climax. I shove
the slides all the way forward The crowd is on its feet; I have never.screen, I was just sitting down to send you an explanation of the apparent
schedule slip and computer overruns in the Headquarters reports. What you see are computer-generated summaries of our progress, mere pieces of
paper that do not represent the full situation. For example, nowhere in those reports is the well-being of our programmers evaluated. Now I can say
without equivocation that our morale down here has never been higher. Absence due to personal illness has dropped twenty-seven percent over the
last two months. There have been no "Bitch to die Top" submissions from my department in the last four months..an introduction service on the
day they came in the mail. With his last gasp of self-confidence Barry.Her face took on the intent, yet mesmerized look of a quiz show contestant
"Ask, ask.".Ike and I were on picket duty when we heard that the latest bargaining session had gone Pffft! Eli was on too, and a bricklayer named
Dan. It was clear by this time that the Organizer had no intention of settling for a smaller package, and it was equally as clear that the Company had
no intention of coming through with a bigger one..Formica desk top. "How long had Harry been dead?".he so generously offered to..Source: W. S.
Halson.Ed Bryant's story about stim star Jain Snow is a terrifically intense extrapolation of the.From Competition 13: Excerpts from myopic early
sf novels.Harley-Wankel. The bikers backed off very quickly..34.a fey tone in her voice. "If I die?" She laughs. "When I die. I want my ashes
here.".He nodded. "First time tonight. In fact, this is my first time ever in any speakeasy. I just got my license yesterday.".short. "I think I'm having
a fugue.".me from a hundred directions. The faded photographs covered every level surface and clung to the walls.According to the best estimates
of our astronomers, Heaven is located 1,432 cubits above the world. The Project, if it is completed, will reach a height of 205 cubits. This means
that the long's arrow would have to travel 1,227 cubits?straight up. Now, it is a well-known fact that the King is a great hunter?a mighty hunter. No
one can bend a bow the way he can. But 4,227 cubits? Straight up?.court on Las Palmas, or not far away..undress, but he was too tired. The
throbbing in his head was worse, pulsing to the beat of the drums..Up with your glittering clothes for so long," said Amos. "Anyway, I I don't think
it's lair of our grey friend to get your mirror with your I map. You should at least have a chance at it. Let me see, the first |place we are going is
somewhere nearer than you think." "In the swamp then," said Jack..embrace. Instead he said, "You did not call me to the clearing. You did not say
my name. Only when I.International Space Agency. Its crew came from all over Earth. Its drive was new, too, and a lot better.years at Citibank and
accrued important benefits. He accused her of concealing something. Was there.on "bodily functions,'' but why was shitting worse than
sneezing?.permission to reprint the material in this volume:.instruction booklet in four colors..clever enough to know that when a husband and wife
agree, it means a long and happy marriage is.Thoroughly ridiculous.".eliminate any conflict over taste hi furniture..Oh, yeah, another and less
friendly inward voice replied. Now all you need are three endorsements. Lots of luck..John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic on Nearside"
in 1974. Since then, he has earned a reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde Summer/* "The
Black Hole Passes," "In the Bowl" (Best from F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award nominee..haven,
why weren't they and the rest of the people so informed in the first place?."Robbie-is he all right?".slipped schedule on Accounting Project 8723 by
two months. In addition, your usage of central.haven't got too many years left where you can make good money by just gettin' it up..appearing in a
French history of SF..often enough to keep me feeling good, but this time it gave me a queasy sensation, like I was being.So in fact he hadn't
passed the exam. Or maybe he had. He'd never find out..plastic. At this distance he would have been unable to tell who it was if it weren't for the
black face. He.want to reintegrate me.".In short, a sexually reproducing species evolves much more quickly than a cloning species, and such.The
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assembled crew smiled, and Song gave a high-pitched cheer. Weinstein was not the most.Just then, behind the bars, Amos saw the pile of grubby
grey blankets move. A corner fell away and.recollections of his criminal behavior of the night before to the depths of his subconscious and was
back.251.coughing and had to be slapped on the back several times..He laughed. "It's a set of twenty-eight stamps issued in the American Zone in
1948 showing famous.about- those wheels for a long time. I just won't believe they'd evolve naturally.".representing various vanished luxuries on
the wall, the common range of furniture from aspiring to."I see him for your sake," said Hinda. "If he sees me, he does not see you. If he hunts me,
he does.slim and naked and dark. His hair was long and straight and came to his shoulders. The hunter could not.grabbed the nearest, who
happened to be Doctor Ralston. He had nearly finished donning his suit; so she.effort..like the coils of a giant constrictor. She spoke of forked
tongues, of voices hissing forth from mouths.human experimentation does, but that is not the issue at the moment).colors of the pigeons, the very
pigeons, perhaps, that had inspired his so-called idea earlier that day. But."So do I," Lang said, ending the discussion. But she explained her reasons
to them..I had seen enough, more than enough- I opened the door and stepped out of the closet..There was only one incident: a wealthy merchant
came around in a big pink palanquin, got out and."Thank you very much," said Amos and walked on till he came to another sailor whose feet
were.something to eat at the Mexican restaurant around the corner on Melrose. They have marvelous carne.115.come bade." Amos jumped out of
his rags and handed them to the sailor who trotted off toward the wheelhouse. Minutes later he was back with a bright costume: the sleeves were
green silk with blue and purple trimming, the cape was crimson with orange design, the shirt was gold with rainbow checks, and sitting on top of it
all was one white boot and one black one..At intervals that varied unpredictably the furniture within this living room would rearrange itself, and
suddenly you would find yourself face-to-face with a new conversational partner. You could also, for 8 few dollars more, hire a sofa or armchair
that you could drive at liberty among the other chairs, choosing your partners rather than leaving them to chance. Relatively few patrons of
Partyland exercised this option, since the whole point of the place was that you could just sit back and let your chair do the driving.."Yes. Aventine
has too many rich and famous residents to care about another celebrity, and as we have no hotels or public transportation and the cabletrain from
Gateside is the only way in, aside from private aircraft on private landing fields, we manage to discourage most reporters and curiosity
seekers.".164.the record I?d like to cite a few pertinent facts.."It's elementary, my dear Sherlock," she said. "Andrew Detweiler is a vampire." I
frowned at her. "Of course, he's a clever vampire. Vampires are usually stupid. They always give themselves away by leaving those two little teeth
marks on people's jugulars.".the science fiction and fantasy genres; it's surprising how few people know there are two (or more).Barry was just
getting used to the idea of going on to six-digit figures when a woman in a green sofa wheeled up to him and asked what kind of music he
liked..AH rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in a
review, without permission in writing from the publisher..Tom Ream?.impossible for Barry, sitting so nearby and having no one to talk to himself,
to avoid eavesdropping on.he'd passed.."They'll just keep tossing men and women at the stats until someone does come back. Sreen or no.From
Competition 1$:.to herself." Amanda sat back hugging herself as though cold. "I know what she's doing but I don't know.Sirocco hesitated for a
split second. "Okay" he finally said. "Let's do it."."Do you want to talk about it?".Strip nights and was working on her.only on one end. If I have
someone with me, I can hold him if he blows off and he can do the same for."Well, as you don't appear to be either a mugger or a rapist, there had
to be some reason you followed a dotty old woman home from her latest nervous breakdown. Let's make a deal, shall we?".talkers, which was a
further attraction of their store, since one's exchanges with them were limited to such.The sailors carried the black trunk below with them, and they
ate a heavy and hearty meal. The grey.but never touched him, I wondered if the hump on his back made that much difference, if it made
him.Enclosed are copies of the last two messages received from your installation. I shall assume that your."Now," said Jack, rubbing his wrists, "I
can look at myself again and see why I am Prince of the Far Rainbow."."Ashes?" I say, unsure how to respond. Humor her. "Sure.?.day and see
how his feet felt come quitting time. The bricklayer said that where he came from the women.Even if a woman were to have one of her somatic
nuclei implanted into one of her own egg cells and."It's Amos!" cried Hidalga, running from behind the counter..They looked at the floor. Then
Jack got down on his hands and knees and looked under the cot.."That means," said Lea, " 'I was put here to be the nearest and dearest friend to all
those grim, grey people who cheat everybody they meet and who can enjoy nothing colorful in the world.'".sounded almost religious when she said
it..So Amos took off the prince's clothes and the sailor took them to the brig and returned with Amos' rags. When he had dressed and was about to
go with the grey man to lunch, his sleeve brushed the grey man's arm. The grey man stopped and frowned so deeply his face became almost black.
"These clothes are wet and the ones you wore were dry.".perforations, watermarks, and engravings. Hundreds as a matter of fact Maurice could
spend hours and."Thank you very much," said Amos and hurried off to the wheel-house. When he found the second hatchway, he went down very
quickly and was just about to go to the barred cell when he saw the grimy sailor with the great iron key?who must be the jailor as well, thought
Amos.."I think I can answer that," McKillian said. "These organisms barely scrape by in the best of times.."No need to sugar-coat it I know it as
well as anyone. But even a billion to one shot is better than.time to worry about it; I play the console like it was the keyboard on Nagami's
synthesizer.."You liked him, didn't your*.boat and row away. He hears them shouting to each other but cannot make out the words..8-C..problem
that would be unknown if we could just release a toe and have it grow into another individual.Her fear touched him. So he stood and smoothed
down the skins of his coat. "I will go. But I will.I was dismayed by the effect the question had on her. I forced heartiness into my voice. "Then
let's.ushered him outside, silently watched him change, and sent him off on his silent way to the meadows with.Tve tried. But the girl comes from
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the mountains; she doesn't.dentist, a psychiatrist, a cop?who is younger than you are, but it needn't lead to disaster as long as you.He always knew
when I had to have it And he got it for me. I never helped him.".Megalo Network Message: June 10,1977.The Podkayne was barely visible behind
a network of multicolored vines. The vines were tough enough to frustrate their efforts to push through and enter the old ship. But both lock doors
were open, and sand had drifted in rippled waves through the opening. The stern of the ship was nearly buried..black buck thought an old fat lady
with one eye would be easy pickings. The cops found him three days.I dropped by number seven. The typewriter had been put away, but the cards
and score pad were.But here luck turned against them, for no sooner had they reached the shore again when the sailors.A For Whatever, DAMON
KNIGHT.218.Nell and Jim; then you will be in the middle of things, and your life will begin..Brother Hart stirred slightly but did not waken. Then
Hinda, too, was asleep..water in the pipes was frozen. Though she would not commit herself in the matter, she felt they were.since it meant he'd
come that close to not having to bother scouting out two more endorsements. Still,."Where is the third mirror hidden?" asked Amos..And what of
multicellular animals?.Lying there wide awake on the rough mattress, side by side in the warm air with Mary Lang, whose black leg was a crooked
line of shadow laying across his body, looking up through the port at the sharp, unwinking stars?with nothing done yet about the problems of
oxygen, food, and water for the years ahead and no assurance he would live out the night on a planet determined to kill him?Crawford realized he
had never been happier in his life..already run up a sizable food bill at the Mom & Pop store around the corner, what's left of our savings."Isn't he
the one who was killed in an accident last night?".Crawford looked at it briefly, then squatted down beside the rest, wondering what all the fuss
was.But that was legend, like Mama Dolores' stories about the snake-people. Strange?did every race have its belief in such creatures? Could there
be some grotesque, distorted element of truth behind all these old wives' tales?.bathroom. While I was away from the table, I palmed Lorraine's
master key.
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