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Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered;

but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in

the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of

the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came

forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.I

kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and

crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is

this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service."

Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was

shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another,

and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her

the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from

her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.There was once a man who was

exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by

night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man

aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he

went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made

off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like

unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay

thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What

is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto

thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook,

'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart

replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..Now thieves had followed him, so

they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in

munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear

mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case

according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst

I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her

kindly..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy

stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have

ta'en the place of love-delight denied..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but

tears speak, as they flow..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.'

Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung

himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him

wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again

that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he

entertained them some days..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the

present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier

of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done

with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and

the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his

thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.When she had made an end of her

verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,'

answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as

neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent

dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had

bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and
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those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the

circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein

were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to

describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience,

but of blame my censors never tire..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to

release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred

and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that

wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means

of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk

were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the

denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.

He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and

made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore

[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got

possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his

counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..Presently, the princess turned

to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate

and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall

I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the

Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is

well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited

the following verses:.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and

said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the

youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew

that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit

thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and

questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred

jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words

and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie

down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine

honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say

thus.".There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage.

So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so

they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's

wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and

he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul

prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto

presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who

had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah.

(177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each

damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were

the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that

which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her

instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over

her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time

went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and

red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who

entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady

Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The

Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth
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in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not

the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I

know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee

and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O

Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and

lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.When the king heard the vizier's speech,

he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had

they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story

viii.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook

himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not

failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what

had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many

troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck

of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have

sanctuary.".When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the

[other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in

fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and

execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to

defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do

what he will.".Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his

former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he

should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to

them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my

brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.The first to

take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? v. The

Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.19. The Sparrow and the

Peacock clii.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el

Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,

"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that

which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart

shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to

torment..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.To return to King El

Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried

long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to

make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should

be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides

servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for

Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place

there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of

green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and

said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off

the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to

the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he

riseth, and not in the sky..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice

revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth

unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew

that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her

heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she
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sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The

king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine

occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer

him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..So the affair was

concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never

made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress,

whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go

mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in

the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for

breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife

ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time

my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came

before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils.

Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which

is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them]

and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days

and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's

coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? And

whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did

return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him,

"May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of

weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I

done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on

the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy

predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling

one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in

these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND

OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not

all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when

he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and

grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of

Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she

looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a

glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her

from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set

apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of

kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..Unjust

King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied

(225) xiii.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when

she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El

Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the

earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister

Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El

Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the

seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take

Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O

king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king,

"Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my

servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she

tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and
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said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and

locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till

he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of

guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the

traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other,

"Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him

fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over

him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with

me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not

unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..The Tenth

Day.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to

remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the

pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a

journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of

that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and

took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not

thrift..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none

other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a

stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But

they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them,

whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.154. King Mohammed ben

Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.Then, in his

anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the

roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his

purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell

thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of

thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is

unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in

himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and

built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..?

? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.44. Haroun er Reshid

with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm

become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he

who is clear of sight falls into it..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my

sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I

stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded.

Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary,

may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my

goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves

to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of

thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."

(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou

hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy

qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The

thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening

and obedience.".One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below

the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were

hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door

opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O

beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode
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amazed..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..113. Noureddin

Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and

divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better

condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be

unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch

me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont,

[with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the

Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the

following verses:.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I

became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath,

without impede..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his

beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El

Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he

said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring

him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my

lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I

know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was

with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O

Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a

day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I

had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus,

burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So

I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion.

Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil

thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an

idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs

must this water have issue in some place.'.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El

Abbas and the, iii. 53..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose

and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and

found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth

thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him;

whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the

Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of

Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the

slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy,

(201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the

mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a

predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and

gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut

off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a

long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had

perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode

confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel];

but repentance availed not in that place..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear

in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder

fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon

whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be

delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this

fellow and crucify him without the city.'.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and
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but a little stay..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his

slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth

thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When

she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight

and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his

due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..There was once in a certain city a woman

fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and

abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his

mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband,

"My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my

neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see

my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he

shall say to thee."'.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk

giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and

officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried

them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the

Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and

his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave

help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for

the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for

Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with

the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day;

nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the

goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas,

who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city,

whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his

abode..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.The two girls let me down from fourscore

fathoms' height, i. 49..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.When the vizier came to the

King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after

midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them

both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this

pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that

which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the

vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate

anything, it profited him not..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of

which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a

little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that

the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir

et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou

mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I,

"I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth

he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..Presently, up came a horseman in

quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will

take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said

to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying,

'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in

thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will

profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire
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And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he

came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in

wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes

and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine

ignorance.".ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea.

Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship,

summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before

him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after

which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and

repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage

with her..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ?

Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed

on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art

thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred

dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!"

Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she

answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and

Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young

Damascene..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye

nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down

upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him

great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much

in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon

Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took

leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..I fear to be seen in the air, ii.

255..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and

waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old

woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old

woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the

door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is

my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and

came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will

put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife

answered, saying, "It is well. Do so."
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