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FROM THE ISLAND AT THE END OF WINTER
There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand
dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he,
nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in
such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with
one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three
days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself."
So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the
fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway
clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry
him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and
languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? All for a
wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the
prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he
signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she
tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me,
what while in dreams I lay?.It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the
caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast
down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way.
Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the
other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a
hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide
thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when
he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..Now the king's vizier had two
daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the
histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that
which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy
and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to
the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his
occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the
waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and
drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When
they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then
they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou
solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting
thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded
and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I
am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the
merchants [by courtesy]!".He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture,
knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food
therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain.
He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence
and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted
a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his
night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part
Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as
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he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to
years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other
thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him
apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not
his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou
Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he
drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his
palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words,
so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.So saying, he put his hand to his poke
and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the
house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before
El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had
enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas
a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy
house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and
left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the
merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So
there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my
glory and station rank high..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and
they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the
king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?
Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be
taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon
he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering
in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have
patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in
vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire
possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I
might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto
a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for
distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..As for Er Reshid, he shut
himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure
from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty.
Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the
kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from
her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest
they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me
one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the
Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them
of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in
company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing
that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia
iccxxxviii.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with
carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day,
and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the
young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced
him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation.
Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty
returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Meanwhile, when the
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thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that
they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as
to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near
the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So
they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..[Then they all flew off in haste and]
lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of
plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath
outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying
"All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and
contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming
upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of
defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind
of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against
him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy
sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Weaver who became a
Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he
be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their
plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would
forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and
a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the
folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the
denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.
He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and
made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore
[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got
possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his
counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's
Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber
shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and
tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth
was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them
over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put
his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame
shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required
of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Then they betook themselves to a place
without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not
therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till
one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill
me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill
the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a
splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence
grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who
became a physician by his wife's commandment.".As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their
women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I
would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed,
aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their
craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which
befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the
king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as
follows:.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.So the girl's owner betook himself
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to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he
were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at
the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire
her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee;
for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the
youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen
hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls
cccxxxiv.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of
precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a
draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a
thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full
of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with
her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so
he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her
nor lit on aught of her trace..42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were
proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS
WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that
which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk;
and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I
had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he
rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth
they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion
concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the
king..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el
Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..When the king heard this from the youth,
his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked
in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any,
and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime
servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place
there..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his
friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his
friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to
you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he
changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the
master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his
occasions.'.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night
and the next day till the evening..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom
the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was
confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the
love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine
inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of]
one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard
her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the
king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Merchant and his Sons, The,
i. 81..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at
its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he
entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of
understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my
loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns
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high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was
extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and
said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out,
pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and
embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought
with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those
vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which
Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the
like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were
amazed..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason
of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray
for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and
we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I
will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of
the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress
to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.4. The Three
Apples xix.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Now she had brought to the pavilion
aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion
and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious
stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment
till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between
me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy
secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".So I arose and putting in
my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she
brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had
entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they
shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me,
without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a
saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it
was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.Officers of Police, El Melik ez
Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..?OF TRUST IN GOD..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter
in his Name dlxvi.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and
needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and
overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the
enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name
of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud
concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and
entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to
lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of
the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house
near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her
husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her
at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I
and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my
tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.The old woman went out,
running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said
to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of
thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake
of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and
sat at his head, weeping..110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS
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FELLOW..The End..? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril
went!.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O
Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he
answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred
not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and
said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought
him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it
boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on
one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy
rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear
to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented
to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!"
Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..When the evening evened, the
king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.(When
Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath
occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the
vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).4. The Three Apples lxviii.Four sharpers once
plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them
took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The
money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he
might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them
said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst
the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And
they gave not over doing the like of this..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of
the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many
dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the
mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and
stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play
with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years
should pass by..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not
give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract
this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a
dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said,
'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose,
saying:.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter.
So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than
she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that
he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..Then Selim
turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered
she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent
who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us;
and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching
the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered,
she and her handmaid..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him
and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the
night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer
returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat
down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the
candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is
good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him
from-the-island-at-the-end-of-winter.pdf
Page 6/9

From The Island At The End Of Winter

and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped
and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him.
Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the
measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which
fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain,
after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with
me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul
thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste
of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? His
sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke
wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and
brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of
the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made
none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him,
whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are
with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai
(172) looked at him and said,
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