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The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne

of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed

the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost

kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former

usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of

marriage with her..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he

bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to

hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the

guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host

bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..77. King

Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him,

and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked

him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew

that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two

boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw

them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy

aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other

answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? My

favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had

buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the

latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the

Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou

buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered,

when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth

of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for

that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the

oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating

was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came

to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs

prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed.

When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his

chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were

present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so

that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that,

from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long

prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the

victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured

from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou

fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the

marches.'.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do

well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go

away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased

El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear

my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Presently, the old woman

came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her,

"See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the

old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she

considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between
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the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old

woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And

Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my

condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had

lived!".When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives."

Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks

and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter

in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as

thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring

from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".When Er Reshid heard this,

he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented

himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came

to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall

say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand],

he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made

ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and

found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth

incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of

entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the

younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter

and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite,

so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took

upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs

mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth

well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it

were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman

of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out

for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends

and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and

depart with them..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.? ? ? ? ? n. The

Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand

dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and

there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had

escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches

of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came

eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets

of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon,

perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the

day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers

fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put

the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou

art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base

origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".When Tuhfeh heard this, she

fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be

ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest

of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till

they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After

awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..11.

The Hermits cxlviii.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from
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me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So

she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and

abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to

take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it

to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and

foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates

and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes

and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?'

and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed

the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her].

When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And

he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him,

'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.The

Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,]

she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was

vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O

Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead

of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a

stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ? ? a. The

Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Then Khelbes

used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the

learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he

went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise

every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he

advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a

single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor

was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.When

the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied

himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is

thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not

therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but

made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and

merrymaking and delight.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such

an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to

make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when

I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my

greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but

I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to

me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and

say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock

clii.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The Fourth Night of the Month..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii."There was once a man

of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his

father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of

God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but

his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out

on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S

DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Now there was in the

house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter

and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and
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seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast

already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The

goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a

Schoolmaster dclxvii.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm

thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king,

and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought

out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long

in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him

and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose

and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his

hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..End of vol. II..Now the man who had stolen the

clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set

out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the

man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness

that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not

going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..It is as the

jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..1. The Merchant and the

Genie i.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed

him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said,

'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round

about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the

house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her

and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own

house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and

his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we

are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to

any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God

from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an

end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the

following verses:.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled

and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said;

for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter

and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.So the chamberlain went about that which he

needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and

summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain,

'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it?

'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion

devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked

the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who

said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went

away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the

young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the

most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie

down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I

wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her,

saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought

with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their

abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his

living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became

to them a home..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? k. The
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Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the

land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and

he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight

among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts

of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of

all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying

with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of

the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,]

and especially of the city of Baghdad.".'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned

to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of

state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a

region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with

weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry

her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up

prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.Ali of

Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked

long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger;

so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew

[on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward

the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then,

when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath

and the adornment and ordinance thereof..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..King Shehriyar marvelled at these

things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the

Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings

and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is

sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present

rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister,

ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried

off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see

her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that

there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty

and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es

Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.Accordingly, the

hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24)

it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to

him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless.

Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with

the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And

Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they

delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen

into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at

reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the

deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At

break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about

him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited

abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of

distraction..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door

upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings.

Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies

and chanting the following verses:.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes
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heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with

an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to

townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without

partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode

days and months..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his

own house..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and

recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled

with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the

treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast

us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.20. Ali ben

Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched

for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the

master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was

answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking

and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the

king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I

passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed

him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.? ? ? ? ? How long will ye

admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his

liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship,

wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king

sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of

them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods

and set over them who should keep watch over them..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked

them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.Now they had complained of

them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him

with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his

pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and

taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed,

whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I

have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose

to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to

them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she

were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her

face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking

forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape

and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even

as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy

bitter-flavoured bowl..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ?

It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.?

? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan

cccclxiv.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By

Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And

the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,

accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to

me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with

the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,
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"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat

appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which

when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead

and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing

a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled

from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet

wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the

lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased,

whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him,

"This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied

with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the

whole of the following day..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest

thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of

this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of

burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and

contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the

door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..?STORY OF THE KING WHO

LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and

slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far

from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten

my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will.
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