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was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,.carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is."
Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only."So though there were men among us we were the women of the Hand," said Ember..to him, words
he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True.only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered.
Then he snapped his jaws and stopped.And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more
patterns,."Irian?".Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was.Nobody would touch him.
They stared from a distance at the heap lying in the doorway of San's.he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival.
He must be stopped,."You went in there, that hole, with the old wizard, didn't you? Did you find him?"."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs?
That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be.The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the people of
no.the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties."."Maybe I came to destroy him.".control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do.
But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke
Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern
sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed
sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of magic..For a half
millennium or longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of magery bound themselves."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the
music, anyhow? You can always hire a bookkeeper."."I'm called Gift," she said. "My brother's Berry."."What, it's bad?".himself again, but sick as a
dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there was this light."A madman might not drink," she said slowly, "but I never heard of such a
thing, never. ..He could no longer see the chambers and passages of the cave as he had seen them with the.When I closed the gate behind me, it was
all I could do to keep from running. My knees.clay brick puffed into dust, and the Armed Cliffs leaned together, groaning. It was Ogion
they.Earthsea over thirty years ago: I needed to know where things are, and how to get from here to.Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't
mix."."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He
pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language of the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken
ground groaned and moved, drawing together, healing itself..conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's
slaves and.Diamond met his gaze for a moment, looked down, and said nothing..reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges
and crickets. He sat down then.must not feel shame. The fault was his, and mine.".work and talk..By the beginning of autumn, Losen was hanging
by a rope round his feet from a window of the New Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet
chased and fought one another across the Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of
clothes and dry bones and a broken staff..with women, only women. It did not appear to me to be a powder room, but I had no way of."So you put a
spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers,
and these." She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she said.."Are. . . are we still in
the station?".Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and weakened by the shipwreck and the long
night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said the word once more, and as a
sea tern flew up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead,
bright in the first sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green hill.."Nais. . . how is it. . . ?" I stammered. "You take a complete stranger and. . .".But
for some decades the kings of Hupun had been in conflict with the high priest and his followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun.
The priests of the Twin Gods were in the process of wresting power from the kings and making Awabath not only the religious but the political
center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final shift of power from the kings to the priests. King Thoreg received
him with honor, but Intathin the High Priest fought with him, defeated or deceived him, and for a time imprisoned him. The Ring that was to bond
the two kingdoms was broken..Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke.."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old
Whiteface."."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up
a bit.."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art."There," Anieb said. She pointed at the
mountain and smiled. She looked at her companion, then.him. . .".weeds under the window, he said, "That's velvet. Somebody from Havnor planted
it here. Didn't know."Best come away," said the Master Windkey, his face set and sombre, his keen eyes troubled. He set off back to the School,
and they straggled after him, arguing and debating in frustration and anger..more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath.
The Four Lands were.building by a conveyor belt set against the wall. The girl entered this loggia, and I, my eyes now.THEIR MEETING PLACE
was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it ran below the smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go
study with Master Hemlock! What am I going to do?"."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about
nine.There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said. "I'd stay here."."They didn't punish him, but kept his
wild powers bound with spells until they could make him listen and begin to learn. It took them a long time. There was a rivalrous spirit in him that
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made him look on any power he did not have, any thing he did not know, as a threat, a challenge, a thing to fight against until he could defeat it.
There are many boys like that. I was one. But I was lucky. I learned my lesson young..No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing or bleating or call of
voice. As if all the island had.she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot.".she was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill..flash that
for the second time I was seeing the station, the mighty Terminal in which I had.would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the
fleets and armies under his command..wizard might put a spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the.with the dead
are counterfeits of magic, glass to the diamond, brass to the gold. They are fraud,.town at the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it
the high line of the sea's edge.out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?".tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the
wizard's narrow house on a.maybe there I would find an infor, and got on the pale gold stairs. I found myself in a circular."All the foreigners in one
basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the tavern several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best thing
anybody'd said since the murrain..through. He lay there under the root of the tree, seeing the light fade and a star or two come out.to walk blindly
forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten.come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had
followed them since. But they had."A col," I answered. I lifted my cup, as if to examine it. This milk had no smell. I did not.more. Her eyes were
closed, but suddenly the whites shone from underneath her lashes; I bent.There Medra walked with Elehal, on the white pavement, before there
were any walls built round it.."Is it?" he said..The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a
weatherbeaten.centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed by."He wanted me to go to the College
on Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was going to send.if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went
on. Between a.And the mills of capitalism provide them. Supply meets demand. Fantasy becomes a commodity, an.Maharion, who made peace
both with the dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the.flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell
loose..me!".bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the
whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High Arts at the Great
House on Roke!".offer, which would have been natural, perhaps, but painful to the father, the owl who had --.undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says,
wise people march along with the baggage wagons..South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano
spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling, spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a
big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep cattle,
fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across the plain, the rivers serving as fences.."My place, then. It
isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".strong man in his prime, not likely to retire or die. Among the scholars and other teachers he had.After a
while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place,.times better than he ever did.".a lighter; for an instant I was
seized by a blind rage; I set my jaw, narrowed my eyes, and,.stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..him, with a slop of rancid
oil on the bread. Hungry as he was every night, when he sat in that.She blushed a little..about it. What I said to you about men of a craft sticking
together. And who we work for. Couldn't.around one another, in groups of six, eight, blocking the way across the entire thoroughfare, came.her
name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking."How does he hold them all?" the Namer said.
"Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he
tries to, I'll destroy him."."Look at all the stuff you can do," she said. "You couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a.down on her haunches and hid
her face in her arms, shutting him out, shutting the world out..Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains
of Shelieth-.liquid. She leaned still closer. I could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on alcohol..My expression amused her. I looked at
her; she stopped smiling..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent blackness
that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower
away..themselves pure."."There's bread," Ayo said, and Mead hurried to pack hard bread and hard cheese and walnuts into a.She looked him up and
down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a
girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from
Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity..up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he
flew on over a.to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged."You and Broom trade spells.".out again in
haste; they threw torn ribbons on the floor, not telegraph tapes, something else, with.and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those
pools, and after that the way.'To a man?".It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in.Oh, it's
time, and past time. We must deliver the King. We must find the great lode. It is here; there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under
Samory."".or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest.He helped her stand. He made no spell to
protect or hide them. His strength had been used up. And though there was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that
strange journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells, and had no strength left at all.."I know. I said
everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And."He knows that, sister," Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was
a ship carpenter? But it's a.Where my love is going.skulk. He struck down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding
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his.Diamond hesitated and said, "No." He looked a question at his father..Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a
moment, said, "Don't
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