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IT DE TOULOUSE PACTE DE RACHAT EN DROIT ROMAIN DES RETRAITS EN DROIT
?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to
that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which
they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the
angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the
officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding
Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was
sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night
[in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory
offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I
entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the
day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer
consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort
[of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him,
'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother,
I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with]
food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and
times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was
wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and
majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long
space of time..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..So he opened
to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee;
else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will
acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell
me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the
issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther
news]..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..When
a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial,
that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be
[first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one
who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding
delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn
gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and
entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there
came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices,
whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and
red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they
spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..Mariyeh, El Abbas
and, iii. 53..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent
my heart for dole,.Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and
their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came
to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not
contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of
the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his
back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to
the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his
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head, took him up and set him on his back..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her
Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I
read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ?
o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.She passed the night in his lodging and when she
arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from
him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The
money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el
Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the
flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he
had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..The First Day..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all
that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to
play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two
pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will
die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and
lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy
face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is
dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out
and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will
rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress
and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to
me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled
together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of
the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage;
after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye
know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the
royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case
might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king
and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye
set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to
Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.So saying, he fell upon her and beat
her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and
coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast
enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and
seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman."
"By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him,
saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Fifth Day.Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself
to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the
much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides
and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his
son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had
taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that
the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when
he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she
put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and
kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes
on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going
down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey
cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..The king gave ear to her counsel and
despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El
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Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade
the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his
presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity.
He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various
kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess
Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas
was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come
with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their
lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food
and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..33. Ali the
Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with
ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..Think
not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).4. The Three Apples xix.Officer's Story, The
Twelfth, ii. 179..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him.
Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth
ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor
saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the
chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison
and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the
chamberlain and slew him..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? Would
God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs
and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Ilan Shah and Abou
Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades
descend..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments.
[So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the
singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,
'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein
aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his
head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..When
Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and
redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to
King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they
redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and
agreed upon] a device they should practise..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the
slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his
own house..The Third Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away,
i. 48..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great
with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she
gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..They knew him forthright
and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we
desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who
sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God
delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him
again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his
hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still
with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.They lighted
down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and
streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it
and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein,
else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in
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His blessing.'.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him,
"This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth
she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and
appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every
day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him,
and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..I was one day abroad on an
occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the
tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and
bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus,
vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my
heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for
thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from
childhood.".Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case
and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her
the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way,
and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when
thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out,
hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord
Jesus.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had
come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant
to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon
him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of
furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ?
a. The First Old Man's Story iv.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth
On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and
cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs,
were a sky.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.Lover,
The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..? ? ? ? ? How
many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to
thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him
his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the
Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the Worlds! Amen..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his
custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the
swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said
to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the
platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with
me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him;
whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the]
saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate,
and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down
again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him
with discourse..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be
marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging
and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then
he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and
drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hidingplace and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with
him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode
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in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the
town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good.
(231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and
coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for
him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Two months after this occurrence, there came
to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in
to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed
them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in
company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing
that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.?
? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he
made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good
cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and
civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached
King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court
and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house,
where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence.
When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy
report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him
with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Thine
honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)
dcxlvi.Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his
house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to
the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.? ?
? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates
(136) that doth bear..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.'
Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.When the cook heard
this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him
live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house
and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he
required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used
every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? What is there in
the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.Some
months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So
they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and
looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek
refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile
afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part
in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look
that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and
he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].'
Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By
Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].'
Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary
than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for
herself.".One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in
sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest
of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour
and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she
is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our
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heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension,
generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the
manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of
expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and
other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet
betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his
crew]..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Then will he
say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy
daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the
Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a
man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives,
and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the
marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook
cclxxiii.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had
happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn,"
answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee
away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following
verses:.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of
loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..When the boy grew up, his father
feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our
father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder
chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to
his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold,
it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll,
wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for
thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with
constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.So the
sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and
intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant
said,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my
tresses their trail..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the
way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go
barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the
gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So
they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what
thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a
beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one
question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?
Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon
the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub
the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter
the fire without fear!.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till
the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their
occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance
upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women
smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the
Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the
richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy
name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third,
"What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had
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made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the
pref'rence aye, ii. 235..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth,
who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite
our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".The company marvelled at the goodliness of his
story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to
the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..When
the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to
himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was
endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land
of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation."
She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice,
and sang the following verses:.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..When the
morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and
abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.'
'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king
in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his
vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast
him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up
and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv
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