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ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..There was once a man
hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of
his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a
learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was
wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go
round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly
with jasmine bedight,.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the
owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner
of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that
which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the
old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell
it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will
acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.6. Story of the Hunchback
cii.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.[When the king returned to his palace,] he
went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the
youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king
said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head
liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and
acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had
been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils,
all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..61.
Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken
whilere..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.Then the rest of the
women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised
a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its
greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not
as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and
he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he
saw him not, and laughed..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising
sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.When she heard their words, in
the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then
quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that
they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..All who were present were delighted and the
sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making
merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them
in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast
them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced
and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no
blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? And unto
Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is
hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to
withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his
head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of
God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch
cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and
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entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed
concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Suppose
for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Then he went away, whilst
the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let
me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood
in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and
searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my
wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on
their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his
lodging..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou
didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his
treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn
with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all
this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to
the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting
these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the
bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? Except
I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..? ? ? ? ?
Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him
and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver
a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the
Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish
them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of
whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order
[with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that
whereunto he had bidden him..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he
[came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there
came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk,
the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a
favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and
now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for
by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our
food, I will tell it thee.'.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to
them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?"
The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took
him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So
they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught
from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.The
Eight Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can
vie..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends
told me. (Quoth he).There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of
understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of
trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for
virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do
thus a great while..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship,
whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his
vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he
singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects
(257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.'
So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..4. The Three Apples lxix.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.79.
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Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in
the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of]
the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to
him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered
he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance
from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his
story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence
driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him
and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was
his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter
appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the
youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..When Er Reshid came to
the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity
and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour
which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his
vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness."
(159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer
nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will
marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both
to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and
filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the
newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility
and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered
the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who
brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a
mortal spared of thee?.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained
her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose
and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied
him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He
was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die
of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and
my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved
ones away..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge
cxlix.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.68. Kisra
Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most
High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had
seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.Thou that the
dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;'
and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for
that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said,
'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and]
look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned
him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Presently she felt
a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen
Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk
and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers'
barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to
them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon
Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er
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Reshid..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for
fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down
my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus
question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..When the king heard this, drowsiness
overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad
by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection
of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing
after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His
Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and
true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering
men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and
charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who
are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense].
(172).Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..110. The Haunted House in
Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.On
this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said
to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man,
saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as
filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the
other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what
leach can make it whole?.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they
plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king,
that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the
king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A
man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and
plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the
desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for
the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..When the king
heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and
wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from
his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great
rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the
noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur,
who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high
festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers
and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of
them doth not complain..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to
her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou
not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top
of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and
returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that
He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none
knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou
carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he
took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her
to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's
face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes.
On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast
into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade
crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the
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air..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine
enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am
King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him
honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in
God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in
our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and
the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of
them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river,
and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went.
Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206)
Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile,
knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was
confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on
me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his
dismounting gain..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it
shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou
counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and
instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with
obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of
selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him
of all whereof he asked him..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the
eyes;.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then,
that.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him,
'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than
Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the
lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to
repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what
seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed
her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and]
presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to
her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation
[of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her
lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to
a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her,
but forgot his sandal in the house..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me,
"Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy
friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of
wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend,
break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went
away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my
moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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