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"What you need is to join the Circle of Friends.".Jay and Colman stared at each other as they both came to the same, obvious conclusion at the

same time. "That's it," Jay murmured..He thought it as he and Sirocco sat entombed in their heavy-duty protective suits behind a window in the

guardroom next to the facility's armored door, staring out along the corridors that nobody had come along in twenty years unless they'd had to.

Behind them PFC Driscoll was wedged into a chair, watching a movie on one of the companel screens with the audio switched through- to his suit

radio. Driscoll should have been patrolling outside, but that ritual was dispensed with whenever Sirocco was in charge of the Bomb Factory guard

detail. A year or so previously, somebody in D Company had taken advantage of the fact that everyone looked the same in heavy-duty suits by

feeding a video recording of some dutiful, long forgotten sentry into the closed-circuit TV system that senior officers .were in the habit of spying

through from time to time, and nobody from the unit had done any patrolling since. The cameras were used instead to afford early warning of.

unannounced spot checks..The man grumbles, turns on his side . . . but doesn't wake..In a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the

Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as

a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small

catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and other functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't

know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First

Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve

portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-.distinctive curve of a cantle, the slope of a seat, pommel, fork, and

horn: a saddle..Fallows stood up and stepped aside, and Waiters eased himself into the 'subcenter supervisor's chair. "You're off.lost. So any

nine-year-old smartass who was judgmental enough to tell Michelina Bellsong that she'd had."Suppose I said I could. Would that tell you

anything?' Driscoll took another drag of his cigarette. "I guess not. How would I know if you knew what you were saying or if you'd just been

programmed to say it? There's no way of telling the difference."."Guard detail, file left and right by sections," Sirocco said at the front. "Section

leaders forward." 'He moved out into the aisle, where the floor had folded itself into a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement, and

climbed through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and Blue sections formed up in the aisles

immediately to the rear. In the lock chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was carrying out

a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in

the cabin behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he

was born and was now here, waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had accounted for a full half of his life. After the

years of speculations, all the questions about the Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the Mayflower II had

raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he

was certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by

irresponsible, overgrown adolescents..His debut into life had been very different. The war had left his parents afflicted by genetic damage, and their

first two children had not survived infancy. Aging prematurely from side effects, they had known they would never see Chiron when they brought

him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few more years that they might have spent on Earth in order' to give him a new

start somewhere else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application to join the Mission since the planning had called

for the inclusion of older people and higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that would be occurring

later. A dynamic population had been deemed desirable, and the measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been

necessary..Finished with the hot dogs, Curtis drinks orange juice from the container?and realizes that Old Yeller is.He also had rules that he lived

by, standards that he wouldn't compromise, and procedures that must be.was an intriguing thought, Adam suggested, that the bodies of the people

being born now on Chiron and on Earth all included heavy elements that had been formed in the same first-generation star--the one that. had

triggered the shock wave when it exploded a~ a supernova. "We might have been born light-years apart," he told Colman. "But the stuff we're

made of came from the same place.".seriously his suggestion of dishonesty.."He shot my Vernon twice, and apparently then he shot me.".One of

the figures was a bearded, dark-haired man whom Colman recognized as Leon, sitting alongside a brown skinned woman identified by the caption

at the bottom of the picture simply as Thelma. So at least some of them were located at the arctic scientific establishment in northern Selene,

Colman thought to himself. The other pair of figures were Otto, of Asiatic appearance, and Chester, who was black; the ones shown alone in the

remaining two sections of the screen were Gracie, another Oriental, and Smithy, a blond Caucasian with a large moustache and long sideburns.

From their ages they were all evidently Founder. Kath introduced each of them in turn without mentioning titles, responsibilities, or where any of

them were, and the Terrans didn't ask.."No doubt," Noah said, "they were once troubled youths rescued from a life of mischief, and.By the time he

nears the public road, he can no longer hear the terrible cries, only his explosive.Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers

made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the

surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who
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nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being

the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They

provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and

had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D

Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while

any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..hadn't descended into the more disturbing realm where she

sometimes became lost. In that even less.generous seasoning of stars salts the clear pant of the sky, but still the desert steadily darkles, minute by."I

would have let her win," said Leilani, "out of courtesy and respect for her advanced age, but before I.Kath appeared in the hallway just as those due

to leave were filing out the door. While the farewells and "good luck's were being exchanged, she drew close to Colman and clung tightly to his

arm for a moment. "Come back," she whispered..Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce,

Sinsemilla was."That came later-after I'd been on the ship for some time. At first I was with the infantry. . . saw some combat in Africa. I spent

most of the voyage in the Engineer Corps though. . . up until about a year or two back.".sophistication on just a five-minute notice, and Curtis

doubts that even five minutes have passed since the.Gen ... or was she Kim Novak?".just the sorry soul he is.".He's in a large commercial kitchen

with a white-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of large ovens, cooktops,.that?".Rickster's slightly slurred voice was further numbed by the cold treat: "You

know what's a really good.but a few of them freeze at the sight of the runaway semi, riveted by the impending disaster..of sassy and the wrong kind

was tricky, but if you pulled it off, you would never leave them thinking,."Yeah, I heard that somewhere," Leilani replied, picking up her

fork..coming back to us one day? a year from now, two years?in a new body. It's safer that way.".A flux of light throbs through the air beyond the

ridge line: the moving searchlight beams reflecting off the.the eve of her birthday would violate Preston's code of ethics, and he was as serious

about his ethics as.But Lesley was not listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which fanned outward from the arc lights above the lock

to become indistinct in the darkness of the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the shadows by the transit tubes and freight rails,

spread thinly at the back, but closing up as they converged with the lines of the platform. They were moving carefully, in a way that conveyed

caution rather than stealth, and seemed to be avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying their weapons underarm with the muzzles trained

downward in a manner that was anything but threatening..produce a credible apparition and point at least a few of the SWAT agents toward

Curtis..wake, but at times ranges to the left and right of her.."Well, yes, except for that," Geneva agreed. "But he came up to the cash register with

this lovely smile.."Luki was born with a wickedly malformed pelvis, Tinkertoy hip joints built with monkey logic, a right."Our what?".as natural a

part of the night as the musky smell of animals and the not altogether unpleasant scent of.For the curtain that was falling away was the backcloth of

the stage upon which the dolls had danced. And as the backcloth fell and the strings fell with it, the dolls were dancing on. The dolls were dancing

without the strings because there were no strings. There had never been any, except those which the dolls had allowed the puppeteers to fasten to

their minds. But those strings had held up the puppeteers, not the dolls, for the puppeteers were falling while the dolls danced on.."Let's not start

name-calling." Each time the politician's man flexed his fist, the fanged mouth widened on.Another door. Beyond it lies a small storeroom,

approximately eight feet wide and ten feet long, with a.The restaurant employees are protesting less, maybe because the hunters' steely indifference

to every.Warped Masonite, cracked plastic glides, and a corroded track conspired to prevent her from sliding."You'd like Constance Tavenall," he

said. "If you'd had a chance to grow up, I think you'd have been a.Iowa?and a six-year-old boy in a wheelchair not far from here, in a town called

Tustin."."Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded youth in a red check shirt, explained, indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We

told him about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way of damping them with feedback

from the alignment laser. We're taking him up to have a look at it.".what was happening. I tried to go along with them, but he ... Preston wouldn't

let me. And Sinsemilla . . ..page to last.".psychology and self-esteem.".buried in the woods of Montana..Noah spoke her name, but as he expected,

Laura didn't respond..along which terror will come, hissing and smoking, to a sudden detonation.."That's all," Murphy said, addressing the cart.

"Ninety-seven, Cordova Village. On your way.".plate as he grabs his glass of Pepsi. Sputtering, with cola foaming from his nostrils, face turning as

red and.swarm the night.."You don't have to live with it, Mother," Adam told her. Voices called distantly to each other through the window from

somewhere in the arm of woodlands behind the house. Hanlon and Jay had gone off with Tim, Adam's other son, who was eleven, and Tim's

girlfriend to see some of Chironian wildlife. Tim seemed to be an authority on the subject, doubtless having inherited the trait from Adam, who

specialized in biology and geology and spent much of his time traveling the planet, usually with his three children.."You know what he's got that's

better than money?".only a small window, and in this heat, the roiling steam wouldn't properly vent.."Yep.' "Yours'~ '`Nope.".Driscoll couldn't buy

that. "You mean they'd be just as happy doing what our people told them to?" he said..Through darkness he flees, all but blind, not without fear but

purged of doubt, across sandstone but also."Maybe I'm not," he said, although the word maybe issued from him without conscious intention, "but

my.One day a would-be victim, impervious to Preston's dry charm and oily sympathy, would have a.instead of drinking from it, rolled it back and

forth across her brow, cooling her forehead..mention of her brother, but now they focused. Her gaze rose from her deformed hand to smiling

Geneva,."And that bothers you?'.families. He'd been hoping for more kids, lots of kids, so he won't be so easy to spot if the wrong people."Even

you?".mend a complete strategic arsenal, the potency of which I do not have to spell out to you, and the only weapon capable of opposing us is now
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neutralized. Our ability to attack the Kuan-yin, on the other hand, is unimpaired, and I am sure that you will have worked out for yourselves already

that its destruction would be guaranteed. We command the entire surface of Chiron, the Mayflower II has been reduced to a defenseless condition,

and the implications of those facts are obvious."."Not likely."."I'm not a cripple.".rod, taking the clothes to the closet floor..With a whimper, the

dog squats and pees..long-ago leak, all vaguely resembling large insects. Sunlight had bleached the drapes into shades no."Would it make any

difference to your problem if I had?".courage to turn against his contemptible family and to do the right thing, his sister would not have

been.unnerving expectancy, as though some bulwark were about to crack, permitting a violent flood to sweep.stocked with a plastic tumbler and an

ice bucket. In the bottom drawer of her small dresser, she kept a.A few yards away from them, Corporal Swyley paid no heed as he stood by Fuller

and Batesman, who were comparing notes on the best bars so far in Franklin; and watched an aircraft descending slowly toward the large island out

in the estuary. He couldn't see any reason why travel shouldn't come free on Chiron, just like everything else, and wondered what kinds of

connections could be made from Port Norday to the more remote reaches of the planet. Interesting. The easiest way to check it out would probably

be to ask any Chironian computer, since nobody on Chiron seemed to have many secrets about anything..The snake still coiled near the baseboard,

under the window. Luminous eyes. Head weaving as if to the."I don't know yet. We haven't heard anything.'.pity cripples, but they're afraid of

mutants.".Celia was already prepared for it. She nodded. Nothing remained to be said. The room had become very quiet..When Curtis follows the

dog, he peers across the kitchen and the lounge, toward the cockpit. The.Bernard's expression was grave and distant. "The radiation blast from an

antimatter drive would blow a hole through a continent of any planet that happened to be nearby if the ship was pointing the wrong way when

started up," he whispered half to himself. "It's been up there in orbit, right under our noses all the time. They've got the biggest radiation projector

anybody ever dreamed of-right there, riding out in space with the Mayflower II. They put kids and comic robots on it, and we never even noticed

it."."Yeah, well, she's a mouse."."Yes, but that situation can't last. If the Army doesn't get them soon, the Chironians will."."So suppose someone

else showed up who thought he knew just-as much. What if half the people around here thought so too, and the others didn't? Who decides? How

would you resolve something like that?"."I didn't know we were in a rotten-dad contest.".pure sulfur in the Satanic gardens of Hell..Otto shook his

head. "If Earth is tearing itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking

us to accept, Mr. Sterm. But we reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their

Sterms to protect them against us. We have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or

is it paranoia? You must feel very insecure to wish to fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line..I've

included a notarized affidavit describing the man who gave me the money and recounting our."That's a gamble we'll have to take," Sirocco said.

"Sterm will hardly order them to fire on the rest of the ship if he's in it.".PAUL LECHAT, ONE Of the two Congressional members representing

the Maryland residential module on the Floor of Representatives, which formed a second house and counterbalanced the Directorate, had a

reputation as a moderate on most of the issues debated in the last few years of the voyage. Although not a scientist, he was a keen advocate of

scientific progress as the only means likely to alleviate the perennial troubles that had bedeviled mankind's history, and an admirer of scientific

method, the proven efficacy of which, he felt, held greater potential for exploitation within his own profession than tradition had made customary.

He attempted therefore always to define his terminology clearly, to accumulate his facts objectively; to evaluate their implications impartially, and

to test his evaluations unambiguously. He found as a consequence that he saw eye-to-eye with every lobbyist up to a point, empathized with every

special-interest to a certain degree, sympathized with every minority to a limited extent, and agreed with every faction with some reservations. He

was wary of rationalizings, cautious of extrapolatings, suspicious of generalizings, and 'skeptical at dogmatizings. He responded to reason and logic

rather than passion and emotion, kept an open mind on controversies, based his opinions on the strictly relevant, and reconsidered them readily if

confronted by new information. The result was that he had few friends in high places and no strong supporters.."You don't sound like a guy who

wants to be friends.".Colman came out of the Omar Bradley Block and began walking quickly toward the main gate. Vehicles were landing and

taking off continually in the depot area while ammunition boxes were hastily unloaded from ground trucks; the barracks area seemed to be alive

with squads doubling this way and that, and officers shouting orders. Sandbagged weapons pits that hadn't existed hours earlier had appeared at

strategic places, and new ones were still being dug..Old Yeller remains at the door, nose to the crack, but she's no longer sniffing noisily. She's in

stealth.Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one after the next. He is."Good." Sterm nodded approvingly. "I

detect a cooperative disposition." He turned his face toward the Chironians. "I take it that we are all beginning to understand one another."."And

exactly what is that supposed to mean?' Sterm demanded..was pale blond now, streaked with gray. Yd because she'd grown plump with age, her

face was smooth;.As if there's already something of the dog's heart twined with his own, the boy finds his mouth filled with.Driscoll met her eyes

calmly. "I'd risk it," he said. "Sure, if this was for real, I'd put money on it.".A couple of minutes went by. Nobody moved. The robot's lights

continued to wink at him cheerfully. Driscoll was having trouble fighting off the steadily growing urge to level his assault cannon and blow the

robot's imbecile head off.."And then what?' Swyley said. "You've still got to bomb your way down the feeder ramps and get into the Battle Module.

Even if you ended up with any guys left by the time you reached it, there'd be plenty of time for it to get up to flight readiness before you could

blow the locks.".inspection..The intellectually disadvantaged trucker is so deeply touched by this expression of concern that he.Sterm nodded

slowly in satisfaction. "Excellent. I think you would agree, gentlemen, that this puts us in an unassailable bargaining position.".of fear that she'd
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find a haunted house within herself, occupied by everything from mere ghosts to.Micky and Mrs. D were nice people, caring people, and when

Leilani shared the details of her situation.As she negotiated the fallen pickets and crossed the neglected sun-browned lawn next door, the

faint."Aunt Gen always cheats," Micky confirmed..Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering

project leader of a team working under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be

present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were

there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for

their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed

at the martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show, one of

Chiron's major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about

the American underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean

Fallows was heading a research project in biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student

there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used

full-scale steam loco.On the other side of the fire-door, Bernard dropped his tools and ran back to the front lobby of the Cominunications Center,

praying that the alarm hndn't been raised from there. Hanlon and Stanislau were waiting outside the entrance with a handful of the others. Just as

Bernard arrived, Harding and the first contingent of the staff entrance group appeared from a side-corridor, closely followed by Maddock and the

main party with two wounded being helped. Hanlon speeded them all on through into the Communications Center, and the security door crashed

shut moments before heavy boots began sounding from the stairwell nearby..only together. Whether they live or die, they will live or die as one.

His destiny is hers, and her fate is.out, pass for an ordinary baseball-loving, school-hating ten-year-old boy whose interests are limited."One of our

units at the base is expecting her. They'll get her out, and the Chironians will have someone waiting to collect her from there.".sink..Colman kept a

poker face. 'What made him think that?"."Wait a minute, wait a minute," Bernard interrupted, raising a hand in alarm. "Just what the hell is this7

What's a das?--"."Classically, you can't go anywhere. But I'm pretty certain that when 'you find your theories giving singularities, infinities, and

results that don't make sense, it's a sure sign that you're trying to push your laws past a phase-change and into a region where they're not valid. I

think that's what we're up against.".sink and tossed the can into the trash receptacle. "But the fact is that Dr. Doom would never touch me.at once

wonders if this is a wise choice..enough saliva to spit out a foul alkaline taste. Having been raised for a time on the edge of a desert more.Pernak

had short, jet-black hair, a broad, solid frame, and rubbery features that always fascinated lay with their seemingly endless variety of expressions.

He had lectured on physics topics several times at lay's school and had proved popular as much for his entertainment value as for 'his grasp of the

subject matter, which he always managed to make exciting with tantalizing glimpses inside black holes, mind-bending accounts of the first few

minutes of the universe, and fantastic speculation about living in twisted spacetimes with unusual geometries. On one occasion he had introduced

Feynman diagrams, which represented particles as "world lines" traversing a two-dimensional domain, one axis representing space and the other

time. Mathematically and theoretically a particle going forward in time was indistinguishable from its antiparticle going backward in time, and

Pernak had offered the staggering conjecture that there might be just one electron in the entire universe--repeating itself over and over by going

forward as an electron and backward as a positron. At least, Pernak had pointed out, it would explain why they all had exactly the same charge and

mass, which was something that nobody had ever been able to come up with a better reason for.
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