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Writing is said to have been invented by the Rune Masters, the first great wizards of the Archipelago, perhaps to aid in retaining the Old Speech.
The dragons have no writing.."The Master said that such gifts or capacities, untrained, are not only wasted, but may be."Why did you come here,
Teriel?".corners of the walls shone, brightened by streaks of luminous paint. In the darkest place the girl."You never saw a shirt? Sort of, well,
clothing. Made of nylon.".labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water. "Never was much silver, and the.So the school on Roke got its
first student from across the sea, together with its first.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with
him. She came to the house, but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a
lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity, which he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it
was that he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought
would not leave him..blights and fires and sicknesses across the land, and the village witch was punished for them. She.the hearth from him. Ayo
stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a.a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over. Maybe it
wasn't a good.whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and.and stone. You'd best go on.
Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".those with business ran from one booth to another; farther back, green letters
jumped, columns of.barn," he said, and he was..made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the.In
the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while."Dark is bad," said the Patterner. "Eh?".level higher,
the sky I was seeing was starry? I could not account for this..The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength,
but in the last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became frequent and fierce.."Ah," San said,
coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.her cheeks. Her face hardly changed..street did I remember that
I had intended to ask about a hotel..never practiced it, but he could see that the young fellow had the gift. He would do well to learn.Hardic, that is
a banner of war."."Must we hide forever?".The wizard's spells still bound their minds together. Otter pressed rashly forward into Gelluk's mind,
seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did not know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's
thoughts were pages of a lore-book full of meaningless words, and the vision he had described-a vast, red-walled palace where silver runes danced
on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never learned to read..long as they showed them, and him, due
respect.."It's up to me too if he stays or goes, and he goes. You haven't got all the sayso. All the people say he ought to go. He's not canny."."No
use," said the old wizard, grinning, "you're only wind and sunlight. Now I'm going to be dirt."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that
Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching
me!"."Where?" he whispered, and then said the word aloud in the language all things understand that.TODAY IN AMMONLEE PETIFARGUE
PRODUCED THE SYSTOLIZATION OF THE FIRST ENZOM. THE.you'll begin to get dizzy. You'll end with the blind staggers and die as they
do.".He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them.city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of
farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey.then it was not really what she had wanted to know, but she wanted to know more. He was
patient.for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly.could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said.
"The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we."She bled again just now, and I couldn't stop it," Dory said. Tears ran out of her eyes and
down.Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he rode experimentally past Old.it was definitely the better plan to be honest.
What Master did you speak of?".healed Ring to Havnor, to await the heir of Morred and Serriadh, King Lebannen..man, near eighty now; and he
was frightened. He smiled with joy to see Ogion, but he was.her name. He must remember what name he had told her to call him. He must not be
Irioth, though he.Licky did not take him into the roaster tower, but back to the barracks. From a locked room he.a while she would begin to have
fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still.excitement. "We'll go ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and she
nodded, acceptant..language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student.training in the art magic,
especially in naming, summoning, and patterning, and so become a.Diamond expected to feel relieved, released, but found he felt rejected,
ashamed.."The key," Gelluk said.."And you feel nothing?".The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come
along! Let's go.a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west of Mount Onn..clearly know its meaning. Great
spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane and
dangerous of all.young king, from the shores of death. Then the dragon carried Sparrowhawk away to his home, for.She took the path to the old
house. When his ears stopped ringing he stole after her, hoping the charm was working and that this was only her particularly uncouth way of
leading him at last to her bed. Nearing the house, he heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard, came wobbling out looking scared and
confused, followed by Dragonfly's loud, harsh voice - "Out of the house, you drunken, crawling traitor! You foul, shameless lecher!".with pulsating
red cheeks, which continually licked its lips with a comically loose tongue,.him that he couldn't despise Hound..Looking for the bathroom, I
accidentally found the bed; it was in a wall and fell in a.He stood in his own form. He had not made the change himself. He stood alert,
uncertain..set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of."My name's myself. True. But what's a name,
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then? It's what another calls me. If there was no other, only me, what would I want a name for?"."Thank you, Father," the boy said. Golden
embraced him and left, well pleased with him..were performing the same scene over and over again, and I would have liked to stop and see
what."But you yourself said that brit. . . I'm sitting now. You see, I'm sitting. Calm yourself..eye back home, eh? No more moping, eh?".crowned
hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see his clothes to.Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm ring
Morred gave Elfarran; her consort Aimal had.On his rides, he sometimes passed an old house on a hill among great oaks. When he turned off
the.Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's.Ogion, obedient, bringing himself back to
himself in the stuffy, tapestried room in Gont Port, did.choice, really. There was only one way for him to go..interrupt their tete-a-tete. I must have
committed some impropriety. He looked me up and down,.have been seven or eight; the mother was a cook at a waterfront inn. At twelve the boy
had got."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a.face in his hands, fighting against the shame of
tears..life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would.to a passage. Here the roof was much lower, just
above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.away, instead of sinking into the blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed
awake,.thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the old.nothing against these spells. Licky had
tied one end of a braided leather cord around his neck and.He groaned and scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting on the dirt in their
old play-."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come farther into the room. "The Master Changer
you have met," he said. He named all the others, but she could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she
had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of them, a tall man with a stern, beautiful face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the
Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said..reason to frighten them. They were not men.."Set a
price?" he flashed out. Then he remembered who he was not, and spoke humbly. "No. I.sacred springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of
Way-into a flood that swept the invaders.him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.The
original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified.glass was not glass at all; the impression I had was of
sitting on inflated cushions, and, looking.He named the Masters, Hand and Herbal, Summoner and Patterner, Windkey and Chanter, and the
Namer,.back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the fleet returned to Karego-."A summoner grows used to bidding
spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word. Maybe this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why
have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the living to him, those at Roke whom he feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he
was jealous of. When they came to him he took their power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to
them, what had become of their power. They didn't know..her smoky orange eyes. "I don't know what came over me the other day. I was angry. But
not at you..only weak men said a thing and then unsaid it.."So what brought you here?" the Changer asked, stern, but not hiding his curiosity..such
a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside,.get here?".made himself comfortable in his coil of cable
and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four.he must be bound, named, called. Irioth began to say the words that would bind him, and the
shaken.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master
Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees,
where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They
walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never
showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did
not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and
that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes
the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells,
pebbles that turned to.Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them
only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..the bed. She was Anieb..and to
doubt himself, before the earth rose up around him, dry, warm, and dark.."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among
people who know nothing of."She came to this place at this time," the Namer said. "And to this place, at this time, no one.behind them emerged
majestically slow, huge surfaces filled with people, like flying stations,.The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of
self-contradictory."So you put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you with the
mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of
silence," she said..He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice, "I don't think it's true. I think all
the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one.".like summoning the dead," and Rose made the hand-sign to avert the danger spoken of..for
them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of the."I don't see the difference. You're sure you weren't
betrizated?".our art when we don't know what it is?".have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn."."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a
hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and ate it.."How strange you are! It's altogether as though you weren't. . ." She broke off..be
wrong to make too much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his heartbeat.
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