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? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..When the affair was

prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If

thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his

bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave

yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred

dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass

took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder

rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide

them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot

dlxxix.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side

on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any

of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at

the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is

vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee

and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I

have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in

one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him,

"Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered

the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going

forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es

Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine

is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture

and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came,

she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the

clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to

wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him

six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his

goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii.

145,.Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the

full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took

leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her

one of her describers in the following verses:.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he

lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for

that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my

chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story

from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I

should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth

repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there

needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood

And my branches turn back to it there..There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called

Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who

ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to

the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of

gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen.

When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter,

saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This

litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".When it

was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth
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thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?"

The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him,

"Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can

be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the

railers' prate..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her.

After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered

he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he

mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the

description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt

thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,

'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship

Him with thee.'.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old

woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said

to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.'

And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging,

and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her

in his lodging and entreated her kindly..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld

and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been

present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first

saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had

ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related

to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and

Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had

bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented

to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,

and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him

the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to

her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which

had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels

and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that

she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and

decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of

women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this;

and it was on this wise..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he

went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise

they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my

house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels;

and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and

offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my

sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii.

136..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he

offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life."

"What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal

I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj

(156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a

great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I

abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that

oppressor.'.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding

nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to

the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw
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a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they

talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of

what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights;

The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then the two kings appointed their

father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do

him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the

eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and

bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of

Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it

was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed

that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them

with worship and they made him Sultan over them..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused

plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou

prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth

evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs

must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him

therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him.

So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he

said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an

underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover

had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for

that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret

passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded

at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground

passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her

husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee

that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing

pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered

with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he

would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst

their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and

said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change

and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its

folk.'.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and

whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what

I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I

related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was

heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel!

But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may

not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his

commandment.? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? a. The

Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of

qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting

down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and

said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness

and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,'

exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah,

O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I

heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.49. The Man who stole the Dog's

Dish of Gold dcii.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking
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on thy face can never sate their drought..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Now I was drunken and my clothes

were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!"

"Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we

went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he

used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not

neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I

wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them

to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused

the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;"

and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain

or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God

the Most High for that which she had done..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of

greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El

Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp,

which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from

Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..?THE TENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss

Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand,

forsaken of the right..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st

shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept

sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took

the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it

disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from

under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,

up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were

removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to

Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and

gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord,"

answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the

Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the

correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This

fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his

allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with

presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth

nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without

silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed,

grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden

oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for

thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not

on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of

charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods

of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme

Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth

he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of

every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and

he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233)

Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the

man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise.

Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife
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dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..When the company heard this story, they

marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is]

no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.So

Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to

sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids;

But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he

made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then

he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and

forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was

the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and

upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El

Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the

city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his

abode..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him,

he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O

puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and

kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her

of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after

his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit,

thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou

knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies

[and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou

hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the

son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".When the night

darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she

sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered

she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from

her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale].

Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither

eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the

draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to

her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say,

'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth

concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then

said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and

none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder

fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will

revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and

thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and

she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave

[matter].'.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and

carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my

heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made

answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not"

Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE

BARMECIDES. (84).Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth

its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me

another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered

Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against

vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was
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other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and

[other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to

accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his

house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade.

When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed

he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the

saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii.

195..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).The Thirteenth Night of the Month..The

Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..To return to the king's

daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze

on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my

palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied

himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel

answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he

came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.Then he could brook this

no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with

him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes,

knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came

thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days,

tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied

with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed

unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Then the king summoned the

cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a

bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away

their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's

wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart,

alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying,

"Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from

him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his

arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the

heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen

[Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword

right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were

fearful of him.".A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father

betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I

desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match

for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the

reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles

perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against

Persistent, i 70..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and

the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and

the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez

Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their

sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than

men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted

of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft

from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for

the chief of the police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not

and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife

(247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder
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chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning

which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was

and that he should take it up..Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his

safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in

sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three

hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to

Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed

dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..16. Uns el Wujoud

and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.The End..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for

you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke

is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he

arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?"

And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid,"

exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the

true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?"

"Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me,

are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he

answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves

and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast

thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then said she to him,

'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who

belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she

charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal

allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with

him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on

his account, yet could she not speak.
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