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ENTATA NEL GIORNO NATALIZIO DEL SERENISSIMO SIGNOR PRINCIPE DI MODEN
"The quarter in the sandwich," Nolly said, because that was the first stunt that Simon Magusson had paid him to perform..She took a deep breath.
She lifted her head, straightened her shoulders, and went inside, where a new life waited for her..In the three years since Perri's death, he had
walked thousands of miles. He hadn't kept a record of the cumulative distance, because he wasn't trying to get into Guinness or to prove
anything..Judging by Grace's expression when Paul plucked the chest off the floor, he figured it was heavy. He had no way of knowing for sure,
because he was in a weird state, so saturated with adrenaline that his heart squirted blood through his arteries at a speed Zeus couldn't have matched
with the fastest lightning bolts in his quiver. The chest felt no heavier than a pillow, which couldn't be right, even if it was empty..What good was
she to anybody, what good could she ever hope to be, if she couldn't even save her little sister?.When he reported for a physical and a reassessment
of his draft classification, on Wednesday, December 15, he left the insert in his hitching shoe; however, he limped like old Walter Brennan, the
actor, hitching around the ranch in The Real McCoys..The diminutive mortician spoke a few comforting words instead of commenting on the
dental history of the deceased, and when he put a consoling hand on Jacob's shoulder, Jacob cringed from his touch..In all their years, neither twin
had ever set foot beyond the limits of Bright Beach. They both appeared nervous but determined..The artist, six feet four and two hundred fifty
pounds, looked markedly more dangerous in person than in his scary publicity photo. Still in his twenties, he had white hair that fell limp and
straight to his shoulders. Dead-white skin. His deep-set eyes, as silver-gray as rain with an albino-pink undertone, had a predatory glint as chilling
as that in the eyes of a panther. Terrible scars slashed his face, and red hash marks covered his big hands, as though he'd frequently defended
himself barehanded against men armed with swords.."She's got preeclampsia. It's a condition that occurs in about five percent of pregnancies,
virtually always after the twenty-fourth week, and usually it can be treated successfully. But I'm not going to sugarcoat this, Celestina. In her case,
it's more serious. She hasn't been seeing a doctor, no prenatal care, and here she is in the middle of her thirtyeighth week, about ten days from
delivery.".Throughout this procedure, Barty appeared solemn and thoughtful. When he had squeezed the tenth toe, he stared at it, brow
furrowed.."I'm a healer, not a prosecutor. I'm not in the habit of making accusations, especially not against my own patients."."What wound?
Junior wanted to ask, but he recognized bait when he heard it, and he did not bite..Junior picked up his pace, pushing through the crowd, repeatedly
glancing back, and although he caught only quick squints of the dead cop's face, he could tell that something was terribly wrong with it. Never a
candidate for matinee-idol status, Vanadium looked markedly worse than before. The port-wine birthmark still pooled around his right eye. His
features were not merely pan-flat and plain, as they had been before, but were ... distorted..Curiosity brought him here. Curiosity and a talent for
self-preservation. Earlier, Vanadium had not come to Naomi's graveside as a mourner. He had been there as a cop, on business. Perhaps he had
been at the other funeral on business, too..Action. just concentrate on action and ignore the disgusting aftermath. Remember the runaway train and
the bus full of nuns stuck on the tracks. Stay with the train, don't go back to look at the smashed nuns, just keep moving forward, and everything
will be all right..Lined up on the kitchen table were green-grape-and-apple pies. The thick domed crusts, with their deeply fluted edges, were the
coppery gold of precious coins..Concerned that Junior's crying jag would trigger spasms of the abdominal muscles and ultimately another attack of
hemorrhagic vomiting, the nurse had with her a tranquilizer. She wanted him to use the apple juice to wash down the pill..In the foyer, Hanna Rey
and Nellie Oatis sat side by side on the stairs. Hanna, the housekeeper, was gray-haired and plump. Nellie, was Perri's daytime- companion, could
have passed for Hanna's sister.."-and whenever the good Pharaoh was here in San Francisco, a few times each year, he always stopped by St.
Anselmo's to entertain the boys--".When she closed the front door and turned away from it, Agnes bumped her swollen belly into Joey. His
eyebrows shot up, and he put his hands on her distended abdomen, as if she were more fragile than a robin's egg and more valuable than one by
Faberge..replace her. I'd never be able to spend a penny of it. Not a penny. I'd have to give it away. What would be the point?"."Sit down, sit
down," Agnes urged. "I can offer coffee now and pie in a little bit.".Another stiff might have required dragging; but Neddy weighed hardly more
than a five-foot-ten breadstick. Junior hauled the body off the ground and slung it over one shoulder in a fireman's carry..Agnes saw no arc of color
from candle to candle, and she thought that he must mean for her to look at the many cut-crystal wineglasses and water glasses, in which the
lambent flames were mirrored. Here and there, the prismatic effect of the crystal rended reflections of the flames into
red-orange-yellow-green-blue-indigo-violet spectrums that danced along beveled edges..the beast would find them one day, but she hadn't spoken
of that possibility in perhaps two and a half years..For a while, Junior profited enormously from Tammy's investment advice, and the sex was great.
As a thank-you for the hefty trading commissions she earned-and not incidentally for all the orgasms-Tammy gave him a Rolex. He didn't mind her
four cats, didn't even care when the four grew to six, then to eight..Applying his intelligence now, he employed simple meditation techniques to
calm himself and to slow his heartbeat. The cop was trying to rattle him into making a mistake, but calm men did not incriminate themselves..Since
the cops believed that Junior accidentally shot himself while searching for a nonexistent burglar, he was already in their book as an idiot. If he tried
to explain how Vanadium had tormented him with the quarter, and how a quarter turned up, of all places, in his cheeseburger, they would figure
him for a hopeless hysteric.."Fifteen fifty-six?" Bill frowned. "Hell, the Chinese probably didn't even have mud back then.".Instead of staring at
Barty directly, he watched Angel as she studied the eyeless boy. She had exhibited no horror at the concave slackness of his closed lids, and when
one lid fluttered up to reveal the dark hollow socket, she hadn't shown any revulsion. Now she moved closer to Barty's chair, and when she touched
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his cheek, just below his missing left eye, the boy didn't flinch in surprise.."I can't sleep half the time," Deed said, twisting the baseball cap in his
hands. "I've lost weight, and I'm so nervous, jumpy.".body on the flight out of San Francisco. When finally her obligations were met, she.Shaking
the ravaged khakis at him, she said, "Then what made such a mess of these?.Worse, the vengeful and vicious bitch-or bastard, whatever-evidently
had made up vile stories about him, which on a slow evening she'd shared with Neddy, with the bartender, with anyone who would listen. The staff
of the lounge believed Junior was a dangerous sadist, No doubt she had concocted other lurid stories, as well, charging him with everything from a
degenerate interest in bodily wastes to the selfmutilation of his genitalia..Junior kept a file on each man, nevertheless, in case instinct later told him
that one of them was, in fact, his mortal enemy. He could have killed all of them, just to be safe, but a multitude of dead Bartholomews, even
spread over several jurisdictions, would sooner or later attract too much police attention..And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her
face, held her cooling hand; his anchor was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..Though she worried that reading would strain his eyes,
worsening his condition, she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles don't atrophy from use, nor eyes wear out from too much seeing..In
the main room, on his way toward the front door, Junior saw Celestina White surrounded by adoring fatheads, nattering ninnies, dithering dolts,
saps and boneheads, oafs and gawks and simpletons. She was still as gorgeous as her shamelessly beautiful paintings. If the opportunity arose,
Junior would have more use for her than for her so called art..The wine tasted bitter, but Celestina knew that it was sweet. The bitterness was in her,
not in the legacy of the grape..Once, she left the TV and came to Tom, where he sat talking with Paul. "It's like Gunsmoke and The Monkees are
next to each other on the TV, both at the same time. But the Monkees, they can't see the cowboys-and the cowboys, they can't see the Monkees.".Of
all the kindnesses that we can do for one another, the most precious of all gifts-time-is not ours to give. Bearing this in mind, Agnes did her best to
guide her extended family through its grieving for Harrison and for Jacob, into happier days. Respect must be paid, precious memories nurtured,
but life also must go on..The previous April, the lads from Liverpool had claimed all five of the top five. Real Americans, like the Beach Boys and
the Four Seasons, were forced to settle for lower numbers. It made you wonder who had really won the Revolutionary War..Being uniquely
sensitive, he had mourned Naomi with his entire body, with violent emesis and pharyngeal bleeding and incontinence. His grief had been so
racking that it might have killed him. Enough was enough..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that
good reason for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in
the real world, and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies..Paul said, "I wanted you ... I don't know ... I just wanted you to see her. I
wanted to say ... to say. . .".On the fourth floor, at Dr. Klerkle's suite, the hall door stood ajar. Past office hours, the small waiting room was
deserted.."As I explained, he might have thought I was you," Edom said, staring at the neatly ordered volumes on the nearby bookshelves..Easter
still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to be done at the
last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple
and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks.."I'll teach her," Wally said, moving past them to the apartment door,
fishing a ring of keys out of his coat pocket..Someone she had known. Someone Celestina, too, might know. He lived in or around Spruce Hills,
because Phimie had considered him still to be a threat..If Cain had been attracted to one woman by her looks, surely he would be attracted to the
other. And perhaps the sisters shared a quality other than beauty that drew Cain with even greater power. Innocence, perhaps, or goodness: both
foods for a demon..That was another thing. Junior hadn't gotten his noon meal, because the spirit of Vanadium had nearly caught up with him when
he'd been browsing for tie chains and silk pocket squares before lunch. Then he missed dinner, as well, because he had to maintain surveillance on
Celestina when she didn't go straight home from the gallery. He was hungry. He was starving. This, too, she had done to him. The bitch..He hit
Celestina with the big question, the huge question, just as she paused in her babbling to suck in a deep breath, the better to spout even more
nonsense, whereupon this panicky inhalation caught in her breast, caught so stubbornly that she was certain she would need the attention of
paramedics to start breathing again, but then Wally popped open the box, revealing a lovely engagement ring, the sight of which made the trapped
breath explode from her, and then she was breathing fine, although snuffling and crying and just generally a mess. "I love you, Wally.".He bought
cracker sandwiches, some filled with cheese and some with peanut butter, redskin peanuts, chocolate bars, and Coca-Cola. Although this was an
unhealthy meal, cheese and peanut butter and chocolate shared a virtue: they were all binding..Of the three Bartholomews that he'd turned up
recently, he chose Prosser because, burdened by the name Enoch, Junior felt sympathy for any girl whose parents had cursed her with Zelda..Thus
armored, he at last arrived in the city of Sacramento, an hour before dawn. Sacramento, which means "sacrament" in Italian and in Spanish, calls
itself the Camellia Capital of the World, and holds a ten-day camellia festival in early March-already advertised on billboards now in mid-January.
The camellia, shrub and flower, is named for G. J. Camellus, a Jesuit missionary who brought it from Asia to Europe in the eighteenth
century..Bressler but no Vanadium. A girl named Angel. Something was wrong here. Something was rotten..Nevertheless, with Gein in mind, how
easy it was to imagine that a monstrous evil lurked nearby. Watching. Scheming. Driven by an unspeakable hunger. In a century torn by two world
wars, marked by the boot heels of men like Hider and Stalin, the monsters were no longer supernatural, but human, and their humanity made them
scarier than vampires and hell born fiends..Unquestionably, if he hadn't killed Vanadium, the maniac cop would have blown him away. That was
clearly an act of self-defense..If the sight of his daughter almost drove him to his knees, the sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him
until he was virtually floating across the grass..In the face of his kindness, however, she couldn't refuse his request. She nodded..He had never
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expressed opposition to starting a family. She'd had no reason to fear telling him that she was carrying their child..She removed a temporary cap
from the second bicuspid on the lower left side and replaced it with the porcelain cap that had been delivered by the lab that morning..Some listings
didn't include first names, only initials. Every time he came across the initial B, he put a red heck mark beside it with a fine point felt-tip
pen..exercise. Although they expected him to be dizzy, he had no difficulty whatsoever with his balance, and in spite of feeling a little drained, he
wasn't as weak as they thought he was. He could have toured the hospital unassisted, but he played to their expectations and used the wheeled
walker..Perhaps these two months of frustration had brought him to this: hair-trigger nerves, fevered imagination, and anticipation distilled into
dread.."That discord sets up lots of other vibrations, some of which will return to you in ways you might expect-and some in ways you could never
see coming. Of the things you couldn't have seen coming, I'm the worst.".Barty wanted to hug her. He did hug her. He hugged Angel, too. He
hugged Tom Vanadium..Junior vigorously scrubbed his corpse-licked cheek with one hand. Then he scrubbed his hand against the musician's
raincoat.."Of all the things I might be meant to do with my life," he told Agnes, "I believe nothing will matter more than the small part I've had in
bringing together these two children.".Yet he brooded even at breakfast, in spite of the consolation of clotted cream and berries, raisin scones and
cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less misery than this, in a far swifter conveyance of
Enoch Cain to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land struggling, and he couldn't take
comfort in the fact that elsewhere he had proved to be a better man..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for
his age that Agnes tended to think of him as being physically larger and stronger than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex
and even more appealing, she saw her son more clearly than she'd seen him in a while: quite small, fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that
was a blessing but that also made a normal boyhood impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace than any child should be required to endure.
Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable that when Agnes looked at him, she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness that burdened Edom
and Jacob..By the time the family was ushered out, protesting, at the end of evening visiting hours, Junior hadn't succumbed to their pressure. If his
conversion was to appear convincingly reluctant, he would have to resist them for at least another few days..Celestina hardly knew Paul, and
although he'd saved her mother's life, his offer raised a look of doubt from her..Like the chicken egg. As weary as she was, Agnes could not at once
puzzle out the meaning of those four words. Then: "Oh. He's in an incubator.".Holding the pistol, fully extending his right arm in execution style,
the gunman approached the fallen minister.."I've always wanted to learn the piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really have to start
young.".One of the coin seekers knocked against Junior, jarring him loose of his paralysis, but when he stumbled out of the line of fire of the
second vending machine, a third machine shot quarters at him..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby
had been a girl. Named Angel. This confused Junior as much as it stunned him..On January 1, 1966, five days before Barty's first birthday, Agnes
discovered him, in his playpen, engaged in unusual toe play. He wasn't simply, randomly tickling or tugging on his toes. Between thumb and
forefinger, he firmly pinched the little piggy on his left foot, and then one by one pinched his way to the biggest toe. His attention shifted to his
right foot, on which he first pinched the big toe before systematically working down to the smallest..The reverend couldn't easily escape church
obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina accompany
her..Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's..To
Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this."."That's the roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the
cinnabar to get the metal from it. Roasters die in a year or two. Where to, dowser?".Those who had just met her and those who were overly
charmed by eccentricity called her Seraphim, her name complete. Her teachers, neighbors, and casual acquaintances called her Sera. Those who
knew her best and loved her the most deeply--like her sister, Celestina called her Phimie.."Which is?" His eyes widened, and his voice became
husky with pretended fear. "They're always ... evil..Caesar Zedd teaches that every experience in our lives, unto the smallest moment and simplest
act, is preserved in memory, including every witless conversation we've ever endured with the worst dullards we've met. For this reason, he wrote a
book about why we must never suffer bores and fools and about how we can be rid of them, offering hundreds of strategies for scouring them from
our lives, including homicide, which he claims to favor, though only tongue-in-cheek..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the
gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for
real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope,
surrounded by people who seemed to like everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent
even one day of their lives brooding about the inevitability of nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be
genuine intellectuals, and he felt more alone and threatened than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza..His wife, Dorothea, adored him, not least of all
because he had taken in her eighty-year-old mother and treated that elderly lady as though she were both a duchess and a saint. He was equally
generous to the poor, burying their dead at cost but with utmost dignity..Although Neddy had flushed to a rich primrose-pink, Junior still held his
hand, crowding him, lowering his face even closer to the musician's. "If you vouched for a teacher, I'd feel confident that I was in good hands, but
I'd still much rather learn from you, Neddy. I really wish you would reconsider-".The day before Christmas, along the California coast. Although
sun gilded the morning, clouds gathered in the afternoon, but no snow would ease sled runners across these roofs..Deed flinched. "No reason. But I
sure never did mean you or your husband any harm, Mrs. Lampion. And not your baby, either, not little Bartholomew.".Thereafter, Junior managed
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to drive four miles before he was forced to pull off the road at another service station, after which he felt that his ordeal might be over. But less than
ten minutes later, he settled for more rustic facilities in a clump of bushes alongside the highway, where his cries of anguish frightened small
animals into squeaking flight.."By the close of business tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your consideration.".She herself
had been too nervous to eat anything. She'd held the same glass of untasted champagne throughout the evening, clutching it as though it were a
mooring buoy that would prevent her from being swept away in a storm..But both the Church and quantum physics contend there is no such thing.
Coincidence is the result of mysterious design and meaning--or it's strange order underlying the appearance of chaos. Take your pick. Or, if you
choose, feel free to believe that they're one and the same..Done with dolls for now, Barty and Angel went upstairs to his room, where the book that
talked waited patiently in silence. With her colored pencils and a large pad of drawing paper, she clambered onto the cushioned window seat. Barty
sat up in bed and switched on the tape player that stood on the nightstand..Barty, thirteen years old but listening to books at a postgraduate college
level, had no doubt studied leukemia while they were awaiting the test results, to prepare himself to fully understand the diagnosis on first receiving
it. He tried not to look stricken when he heard acute myeloblastic, which was the worst form of the disease, but he appeared more ghastly in his
pretense than if he had revealed his understanding. Had his eyes not been artificial, his stiff-upper-lip pose would have been utterly
unconvincing..Rico, her own husband-a drunkard and a gambler-had run off with another woman, abandoning Maria and their two small daughters.
No doubt, he had departed in a spotlessly clean, sharply pressed, perfectly mended ensemble..In the distance, the clang of a trolley-car bell. Hard
and clear in spite of the muffling fog.."Please take the cards from the pack and put them on the coffee table in front of you," Obadiah
directed..Indeed, he would get through the rest of 1965 without resorting to another homicide. The nonfatal shooting in September would be
regrettable, quite messy, painful-but necessary, and calculated to do as little damage as possible..Only one member of the distant funeral party did
not disperse toward the line of cars on the service road. A man in a dark suit headed downhill, between the headstones and the monuments, directly
toward Naomi's grave..Oblivious that she and Barty had become the center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters back?".When he
held fast to his sanity, common sense eventually told him that the coin must have been left much earlier in the night, soon after he had set out for
Victoria's house. In fact, in spite of the new locks, Vanadium must have stopped here on his way to see Victoria, unaware that he would meet his
death in her kitchen-and at the hands of the very man he was tormenting..By this time, Vinton had finished, commercials had run, and the
number-two song had started: "Come See About Me," by the Supremes..In that instant, she knew the dreadful shape of the future, if not its fine
details..Tom Vanadium rose to his feet and, with one hand on Barty's shoulder, he surveyed the faces of those gathered on the porch. Most of these
people were such new acquaintances that they were all but strangers to him. Nevertheless, for the first time since his early days in St. Anselmo's
Orphanage, he'd found a place where he belonged. This felt like home..Junior hurried out of the kitchen and along the hallway to the front door. He
ran silently, landing on his toes like a dancer. His natural athletic grace was one of the things that drew so many women to him..Kathleen and Nolly
shifted their attention to Tom's clenched left hand, although the quarter could not possibly have traveled from one fist to the other..Knacker,
Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but interrupting one another,
tried to advance their agenda..of color had to search for mentoring, especially in 1922, when twenty year-old Obadiah dreamed of being the next
Houdini..He could recall clearly when he had known that he would marry her: during his first year of college, when he'd returned home for the
Christmas break. Away at school, he had missed her every day, and the moment that he saw her again, an abiding tension left him, and he felt at
peace for the first time in months.."Well, sure," said Mary, "without dying first. That would be the easy way to get there. I'm a Lampion, aren't I?
Do we take the easy way, if we can avoid it? Did Daddy take the easiest way up the oak tree?"."He must've listened on the car radio," Agnes said,
digging down into the layered days in her packed trunk of memories. "He was trying to get ahead of his work, so he'd be able to stay around the
house a lot during the week after the baby came. So he arranged to meet with some prospective clients even on Sunday. He was working a lot, and I
was trying to deliver my pies and meet my other obligations before the big day. We didn't have as much time together as usual, and even as
impressed as he must've been with the sermon, he never had a chance to tell me about it. The next-to-last thing he ever said to me was
'Bartholomew.' He wanted me to name the baby Bartholomew.".The three of them, gathered around her in the quick, held fast to her, as if Death
couldn't take what they refused to release..FOR JUNIOR CAIN, the Year of the Horse (1966) and the Year of the Sheep (1967) offered many
opportunities for personal growth and self-improvement. Even if by Christmas Eve, '67, Junior would not be able to take a dry walk in the rain, this
nevertheless was a period of great achievement and much pleasure for him.."No. But I'm sure as can be, the kid is better off undiscovered by the
likes of him."."After the quake," Edom said, "forty thousand people took refuge in a two-hundred-acre open area, a military depot. A quake-related
fire swept through so fast they were killed standing up, so tightly packed together they died as a solid mass of bodies."."The mass of these
malignancies suggest they will soon spread-or have already spread-out of the eye to the orbit. There is no hope that radiation therapy will work in
this instance, and no time to risk trying it even if there were hope. No time at all. No time. Dr. Schurr and I agree, to save Bartholomew's life, we
must remove both eyes immediately."."Yes, I was." She didn't tell him that her fear had not been allayed by his assurances or by his second walk in
the rain..He went upstairs to change out of his dark blue suit and badly scuffed black shoes..To the window. The warm room sucked cooling fog
out of the night, and she leaned across the sill into the streaming mist..Junior suspected that no one other than this man's mother called him Tom.
He was probably "Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew him..The city was less than seven miles on a side, only forty-six square
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miles, but Junior was nevertheless faced with a daunting task. Hundreds of thousands of people resided within the city limits..Agnes discovered
that watching her child be totally consumed by a new enthusiasm was an unparalleled delight. Through Barty, she had a tantalizing sense of what
her own childhood might have been like if her father had allowed her to have one, and at times, listening to the boy exclaim about the space-faring
Stone family or about the mysteries of Mars, she discovered that at least some part of a child still lived within her, untouched by either cruelty or
time..Although she was aware that these extraordinary events would shape the rest of her life, beginning with her actions in the hours immediately
ahead of her, she could not clearly see what she ought to do next. At the core of her confusion was a conflict of mind and heart, reason and faith,
but also a battle between desire and duty. Until she was.In the tree, the girl grinned. "Even if he stays up there until dawn, he'll still be coming
down in the dark, won't he. Oh, we'll be fine, Aunt Aggie..Somewhere in the world he had a deadly enemy: Bartholomew, who had something to
do with babies, a total stranger yet an implacable foe..As was true of the entire house, the bedroom was immaculate. The wood floor gleamed as
though polished by hand. A simple white chenille spread conformed to the bed as smoothly and tautly as the top blanket tucked around a soldier's
barracks bunk..LEFT HAND ON the banister, right hand with knife tucked close to his side and ready to thrust, Tom Vanadium climbed cautiously
but quickly to the upper floor, glancing back twice to be sure that Cain didn't slip in behind him..To the left, a door led to a back staircase,
accessible with the special key already in his hand. To the right: a key-operated service elevator for which he'd been provided a separate key.
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