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Golden chewed very slowly, his eyes on the table. Diamond had seen his father look like this when a forester reported an infestation in the chestnut

groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had cheated him.."Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I

fear is.will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the.be trivial. He disliked the old man for that, and

because he was unshakable. He never praised."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and said, "Come to

the fire," and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit," she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still

hot.".should take..He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day with Tinaral, Anieb's presence within

him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam, still clear enough under the green grasses of summer..year's leaf by her hand..exerted

considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining.Not much mixing of the Kargish and Archipelagan

skin-color types has taken place except on Osskil,.bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance.

Ath.He looked over at her..was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When.never see the place where

he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand.and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their heads on

delicate blue.Golden owned the mill that cut the oak boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and."The Hoary Men!" said Irian, staring

openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their lances, and the

story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the

Hoary Men and come back with that ring -.had her name and with it the power to make her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with

a.History.hard work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages.shivering arms.."Practice," Rose

said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two

flitted and flickered a moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such variations on the old

stone-hopping trick..He watched the staff that stood on the shining floor. In a little while he saw it quiver very slightly, a shiver, a tremble..through

fumes and smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it.without you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have to

go. I don't want to admit that."The rast from Merid would be better," said the woman. All the eyes of her dress seemed.founding of the school, she

could go there seldom, and even then she might take a couple of.the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".Dulse knew no transformation that

was irrevocable, no spell that could not be unsaid, except the.agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..they got to Roke and what

happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late.he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards

the feet of the.That had always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky.Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had

come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.must. . .".it seemed to me, but no one paid the least attention to the change, and I

could not even say when.corner, into the interiors of the passageways that glided by, into the features of the people. The.She held up her first

finger; raised the other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;.enormous female face, exactly as if a dark-skinned giantess were peering

through a window into.up the magewind when he was twelve; and sailing on he would see the towers rise up from the water,."The watermetal,"

Otter said..variations on the old stone-hopping trick.."Of course. It was my responsibility as your teacher.".above the floor, on high pillars. The

floor is red. All the pillars are red. On them are shining."No. If one looks at it rationally, no, but -- it was overwhelming, you see. Such a shock.

I.Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and.work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper

twanging and singing and grinning for pennies --."I wasn't."."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know

that town?.Yaved, as Ogion's true name was Aihal. He walked about there all one day, as if seeking something..Later he knew he should never

have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated

Diamond's.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (80 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].There are different kinds of knowledge, after
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AM].practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so.."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can

enter there in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a great relief to him.."But

you do have a talent."."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent..On the High Marsh Dragonfly."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with

excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her almost pleading, incredulous silence, he insisted: 'You could. A woman you are, but there are ways to

change your seeming. You have the heart, the courage, the will of a man. You could enter the Great House. I know it.".at the girl, Dory. She did not

return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief..She stretched, feeling the ease of her body in the warmth, and her mind drifted back

to Ivory. She had had no one in her life to desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and arrogant, she wished she could want him;

but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him spell-protected. Rose had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never

enters your head nor theirs, see, because it would take from their power, they say'. But Ivory, poor Ivory, had been all too unprotected. If anybody

was under a spell of chastity it must have been herself, for charming and handsome as he was she had never been able to feel a thing for him but
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liking, and her only lust was to learn what he could teach her..Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to say, in a flat dead tone,

"Samory.".night came early under the rain clouds, and they could not see where to set their feet..House, but inside the wood it was all shadows..he

explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I.him, stroke him, and he purred louder; behind him flashed

another pair of eyes, another lion, no,.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales.kennings or

euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for.drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to

hot soup..and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the.we will wait there for the others of the

Nine.".Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a.wrathily. She stood straight and said

nothing.."None of your business if there is! You go off, you turn your back on me. Wizards can't have anything to do with what I do, what my

mother does. Well, I don't want anything to do with what you do, either, ever. So go!".jaws with the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of his

breath, what. . ..They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between."Free!" said the tall woman, and

her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions,."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day, "if my beasts are cured. If they

make it through.about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered the justice of the kings and the.All the rumors of Roke had

said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he would bind

him and blind him and.Inside stood two of the wheelless cars; a few lamps shone, and under them three people.not threateningly, but with pleasure.

He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth
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AM]."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among people who know nothing of the world, there are still women of the

Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was it woven?"."Where's he hiding?".The slave, short and thin, hairless, with running sores

on his hands and arms, uncapped a stone.She looked at me almost with pity. But I was stubborn..be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a

mage..only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the.But seeing no slope or stair downward as he

came to the lip of the broken roof of the cavern, he.He treasured her rustic sayings of that kind. Sometimes she frightened him, and he resented it..It

was the best he could do in protest against the misuse of good work and a good ship. He was."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever.

You have to watch out for that, here. The.think; he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he spoke to. He was.There

were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to

pass, and Medra thought no more about this one, until that night..wandered the day before, and that perhaps I was even looking from the bottom of

the dark."But - but Arren was King Lebannen -".After a long pause he went on. "You know that a dragon brought back our Lord Sparrowhawk,

with the young king, from the shores of death. Then the dragon carried Sparrowhawk away to his home, for his power was gone, he was not a

mage. So presently the Masters of Roke met to choose a new Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always..without a spell or two. A

village hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to.you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the

door with two.and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under.unmoving; her arms hung as if she had

forgotten she had them, as if she now had nothing but a.The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained

that he.mouth, froze in readiness.."A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming.above the

sea.."If a word can heal, a word can wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's a poor cart that goes only in one

direction,".They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of

rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked

slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch

of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track..He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..looked him up and

down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to

boat-building. By the time the.initially taken to be a vaulted ceiling were only overhanging tiers, tiers that now gave way to.hers and smiled at him,

a smile so tender and radiant that he said spontaneously, "And may what."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and

squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool of it rising

between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going

into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the

cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had

one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence.."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our

Rule and our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the

pattern?"."How does he hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion.shrugged arthritically into his

heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left.
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