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El QUALI SI CONSIDERANO DIVERSI FATTI ILLUSTRI E MEMORABILI DI PRINCIPI

There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by
adamsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of
police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of athousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [ She opened the
casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took
leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and
when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household,
[who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..\WWhen thou comest to the house, begin by searching
the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign
thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there isadark corner there. Then
come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon ajar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a
velil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in aloud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood,
exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When | heard this from
her, | rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and thisis my guest-gift to thee." So | took them
and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..So | arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed
the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. | refused
and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as | had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit
[here] till | gointo the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me." ‘It iswell," answered | and sat down; whereupon she
entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So |
arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When | examined the place, | found it neither handsome nor
agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was afoul smell init..????7?
Oft as| strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..| blessed him and thanked him and abode
with him in all honour and consideration, till, after alittle, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when
they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.'
So | betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants’ bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and
my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods
and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants
brought out their goods and sold; and | also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..The Eighteenth Night of the
Month..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..1t is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin,
(165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses]
upon me, for that | slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?' "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said,
"What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it."
And shereplied, "l said, '‘God confound importunity!™ "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander
of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off
my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so | did this, and | incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and | beat him; so | bade
him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a dlave-girl fouler and
filthier than thy mother; (167) so | bade him swive her. He did as | bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thuswas | [by my
unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When EI Mamoun heard this, he turned away,
saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? | make avow to
God, if ever day or night.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..The Twentieth Night of the Month..My fortitude fails, my
endeavour isvain, ii. 95..Then the Khalif took him into his especia favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with
himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif
advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es
Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is
told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above al, so that he sat with him and the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet € Fuad..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..2???
?k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dcceexxxviii.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.El Abbas looked at them and
saw the ensigns displayed and the standards |oosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths
and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed | saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed
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horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]." So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the
troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they camein sight of the enemy and the two armies met
and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all
eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the
night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..The Eight Night of the Month.When the evening evened, the king summoned
the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It iswell. Know, O king, that.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love
xxxix.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the
land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote

building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till hisfeet
betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had
overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he
made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so hisfolly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".By Allah, but that | trusted
that | should meet you again, ii. 266..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, aking of the kings of the Persians, who was
passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed
with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What
prompteth the king unto this that he doth? And he answered, saying, 'Verily, | yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must | enjoy
thy favours." And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'l cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear
of my husband." And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath,
and forgot hisgirdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God | knew who shall to us himself with news of

dexiii.Some misconception seemsto exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Y ezen, afragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included,
with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Val. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete
tranglation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the
Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete trandation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romancein
question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an
examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tellsus, in his
preface to thefirst Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of hisMS,, into which
other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have aso found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance
of Seif dhoul Y ezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my
limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should | come across a suitable text of the work, | may make it the
subject of a separate publication; but thisis, of course, amatter for future consideration..? ? ? ? ? What strength have | solicitude and long desire to
bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and
said to her, 'Do what thou wilt." So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost
honour. Then he sent agreat army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing
what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwaa pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the
curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O
Kardan, riseto thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra' When the vizier heard these
words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made
thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, | conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to
lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against aman, (117) atrue
believer, and slay him. Thisis no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.".Now this (155) was the francolin that bore
witness against him.".Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat
down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught | know, this youth may be Melik Shah.'
And he fell azhemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!" Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in
this village and where is thy dwelling? The youth sighed and answered, 'l am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is
thy father? Quoth the other, 'l am from such aland,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him
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and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him
and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive
and well, though she saw him not..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the
woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant.
The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her
[to aboard, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which
| feared. All this befell, whilst | looked on, and | saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat | marvelled to the utterest
of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he
saluted me and went away..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His
power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ??? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stressto win of methe
amorous delight,.| saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said,
'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto al things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear
witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that | am that woman whom they confess that they wronged." And she turned to her
husband's brother and said to him, 'l am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that
whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my
innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me." Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of
his sickness..Then she took leave of me and | of her, after | had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went
away and | abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when | arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but afriend of mine met
me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So | accompanied him to his house] and when | came up [into his sitting-chamber] he
locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer,
whereat | was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and | was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and |
passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..So
he repaired to the draper and buying of him aturban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then
she donned devotees apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw
her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her
awhile. Then said sheto her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of al mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..The
Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said,
"By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which
of them died before the other, | will willingly give him athousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and
said, "l died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest."
Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess
chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to
get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not
have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, | was ashamed, O my lady.".When it was the second day, the second of the king's
viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! Thisthat yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul
deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came
into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must | slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave
crime, and | will make thee awarning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairsisapillar of
the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that
which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And

my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Now |Imeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of
experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which wasin his mind. Quoth
IImeddin Senjer, 'l will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the
captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that | purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it ismy
wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. | aso will be present, | and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary
occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences." And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'ltis
well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears." Then the master of police arose and going up
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to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such aday at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It iswell," and gave him

Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its
onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, erein the shroud I'm dight.
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