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Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that

very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the

bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly,

dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not,

and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in

the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile,

after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after

which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the

Old Bedouin cccxcv.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters;

and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall

you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)

for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy

handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)

that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and

the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI.

(168).? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.46. The

Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that

was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and

his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he

broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted

him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's

Story vi.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time

immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so

they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as

of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..The Twenty-Seventh Night

of the Month.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case;

so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O

Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all

moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to

the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had

fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest

and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we

returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what

wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing

with me.'.When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing

upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am

that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the

frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of

the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother

cxlv.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he

examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was

like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from

all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not

made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but

because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall

accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".So he went walking in the thoroughfares

of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of
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those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at

him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting

him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's

permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy

favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of

a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said,

"By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Peace on you, people of

my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the

sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the

mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of

them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other

than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words

and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and

answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden

him..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees,

and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine

entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered

he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the

whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what

death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth

repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there

needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends

and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful

with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!"

The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding

regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have

halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is

come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she

heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge

them [in the palace] and entertain them..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's

door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for

that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and

fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her,

and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear

me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we

beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy

name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he

had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy

belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he

said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it

with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also,

that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear

lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness!

Who knows.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize

yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief

turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And

he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released

me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou

hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.83. The Woman's

Trick against her Husband cccxciii.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw
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mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath

been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this

(210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211)

and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and

she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what

she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what

was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on

her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the

sun hath set.'.?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..I am content,

for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat

to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.? ? ? ? ?

Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.? ? ? ? ? e. The

Barber's Story xxxi.? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye

disdain?"].There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of

understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of

trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for

virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do

thus a great while..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for

this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I

have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him.

(235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute,

whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on

wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that

she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he

said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that

what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she

had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..131.

The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he

rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and

said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he

hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The

king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that

which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three

Poets ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king

seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with

one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one

who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which

his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I

will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire

not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his

daughter and fled with her..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said

sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung

himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him

wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again

that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he

entertained them some days..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's

fair and fine."."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and

estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ...

?" [And he repeated the following line:].A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i.

265..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ
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and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew

that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but

I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea

anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor

gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I

may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and

kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.When the king

heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? k.

The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she

awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and

bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.She passed the night in his lodging

and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and

fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had

bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with

them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits

and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose

like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom

forsaketh me, heigho!.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his

friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I

do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without

accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou

badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to

thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device;

and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret

to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..Presently, the old woman came in to her

and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath

betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O

my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what

Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the

Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour

came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said

to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which

hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".When Belekhsha had

made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come

forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an

assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments)

improvised and sang the following verses:.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night,

and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of

whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he

savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to

be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then

deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the

slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ?

I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? a.

The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had

followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of

him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw

him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such

a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he

repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the
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look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,

and I can take the whole.'.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now

before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and

I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which

will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in

which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring

only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..? ?

? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.There was once a man of the Arabs who

had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more

perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither

was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..Fair patience practise, for thereon

still followeth content, iii. 116..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!"

Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took

her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure

thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.61. Abou Nuwas with the

three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.?STORY OF THE SHARPER

AND THE MERCHANTS..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and

exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake;

watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him

do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and

thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his

head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and

needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself

returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203.."O sister mine,"

answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their

wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true]

jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth

some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire

thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break

some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case.

Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who

never Laughed again dccccxci.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness

on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after

which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no

tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and

thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to

the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with

me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her

cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and

she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the

bridle-rein..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk

in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends

with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became

whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the

kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying,

"I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast

been subtle in the choice.".104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night

grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.43. The

Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I

bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.There was once,
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of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and

beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins

ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the

Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and

brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes

and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the

Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..12. Asleep and Awake

cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We

have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed

against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,'

answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will

flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have

no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor

Man dclvi.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of

understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly

stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all

his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting

joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the

coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of

accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the

youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art

praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base

origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".165. Ibrahim and Jemileh

dcccciii.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and

when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep,

tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,'

answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it,

the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night,

she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In

the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the

completion of the story and after put her to death..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..The Seventh

Night of the Month..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii."He shall not come in to me. Who is

at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he

repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise

resign..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who

should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.'

And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi

saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave

and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the

sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring

you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.As for the governor, he wasted all that

was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and

he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends,

as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young

Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter

and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and

upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..114. The Angel of Death

and the Rich King cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I,

"remember me!".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them
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whilere!.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of

his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him

change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the

matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and

surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him

from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth

another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.?THE THIEF'S STORY..The

First Night of the Month.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee

consisteth and in thy seeing me..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to

country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew

him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and

hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill

and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..I saw

thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah,

iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage

amain?.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his

eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to

Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager

and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So

they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore

chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his

eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my

city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they

came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's

deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him

with the governance over his city. (43).? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only

Lord would know;.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix
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