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Otter shook his head..After a few racing steps, when the dog realized that Mary hadn't thrown the ball, it whipped around and sprinted back..He
swore that he would throw away all memory of this incident, as well. In Caesar Zedd's best-selling How to Deny the Power of the Past, the author
offers a series of techniques for expunging forever all recollection of those events that cause us psychological damage, pain, or even merely
embarrassment. Junior went to bed with his precious copy of this book and a snifter of cognac filled almost to the brim..Few people will spend the
greater part of their youth in school, struggling to obtain the education required for a medical specialty, unless they have a passion to heal. Franklin
Chan was a healer, whose passion was the preservation of vision, and Agnes could see that his anguish, while a pale reflection of hers, was real and
deeply felt..In spite of the urgency of his desire, he followed a circuitous route to Victorial's, doubling back on himself twice, watching for
surveillance as he drove. If he were being followed, his tail was an invisible man in a ghost car.."I already told you-anything in your heart is as easy
to read as the open page of a book.".Five days later, on Barty's birthday morning, when Agnes and Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations
for the visits that had earned her the affectionate title of Pie Lady, Barty was in his highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly dampened with milk.
Each time a crumb fell from the cookie, the boy plucked it off the tray and neatly conveyed it to his tongue..Without a word, Joshua Nunn and the
paramedic retreated to the foyer. The parlor doors slid shut..The symptoms that terrified Phimie-the headache, crippling abdominal pain, dizziness,
vision problems-had entirely relented. Possibly they had been more psychological than physical in nature..She walked the corridor until she came
to a room with empty beds. Without turning on the lights, she entered, put down the suitcase, and sat in a chair by the window.."I don't ... don't
understand." Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins,
Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this
critic..Warily, Junior ventured into the gallery to make inquiries. He expected the staff to express utter bafflement at the name Celestina White,
expected the poster to have vanished when he returned to the display window..He felt some guilt at this-but only a little. His sister had done much
for him; but jobless, ruled by his obsessions, hobbled by too much of his father's dour nature, there wasn't a lot that he could do for her. Just this
benign deceit with the cards..He wanted the most expensive box for Joey; but Joey, a modest and prudent man, would have disapproved. Instead,
he selected a handsome but not ornate casket just above the median price..Paul's Mediterranean complexion didn't make a blush easy to detect, but
Tom thought his face brightened until it was a shade or two closer to the color of his rust-red hair. His eyes, usually so direct, evaded Celestina..He
would come. She knew. She had always known, but had half forgotten. There was something special about Angel, and because of that specialness,
she lived under a threat as surely as the newborns of Bethlehem under King Herod's death decree. Long ago, Celestina glimpsed a complex and
mysterious pattern in this, and to the eye of the artist, the symmetry of the design required that the father would sooner or later come..Did she
poison herself as well? Was it her intention to kill him and commit suicide?.Celestina jammed the shaft of the crank into the casing socket.
Wouldn't fit. Her hands were shaking. Steel fins on the shaft of the crank had to be lined up just-so with slots in the socket. She fumbled,
fumbled..demons: hypodermoclysis ... intravenous oxytocin ... maintain perfect asepsis, and I mean perfect, at all times ... a few oral preparations of
ergot as soon as it's safe to give her anything by mouth.Junior continued east, weaving through the horde, convinced that he could hear the ghost
cop's footsteps distinct from the tramping noise made by the legions of the living, penetrating the grumble and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead
man's tread echoed not only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in his bones..From the door to the sink, nervously fishing a plastic pharmacy
bottle out of a coat pocket, Junior counseled himself to remain calm. Slow deep breaths. What's done is done. Live in the future. Act, don't react.
Focus. Look for the bright side.."I mean," said Dr. Lipscomb, "that I'm selling my practice and putting an end to my medical career. I wanted you
to know.".Barty's math and reading skills exceeded those of most eighteen year-olds, but regardless of his brilliance, he was a few days shy of his
third birthday. Prodigies were not necessarily as emotionally mature as they were intellectually developed, but Barty listened with sober attention,
asked questions, and then sat in silence, staring at the book in his hands, with neither tears nor apparent fear..Junior wasn't interested in Vietnam
anymore, and he wasn't in the least troubled by the other news. These two years were disturbing to him only because of Thomas Vanadium..She
fussed over him, took his temperature, and spooned two chips of ice into his parched mouth. Leaving, she gave Celestina a meaningful look and
tapped her wristwatch..The unmatched suite of bedroom furniture, cheap and scarred, might have been purchased at a thrift shop. A double bed and
one nightstand. A small dresser..He slid his plate aside. From a pocket, he withdrew a quarter, which always served him as well with children as
with murderers.."New York City, March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire-one hundred forty-six dead.".Because of his blindness and
his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him
a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student
was also her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was
filled with constant learning, too..Flush with the promise of their engagement, still excited by the success at the gallery, with Angel exuberant in
spite of the hour and Oreo energized, he was amazed that they had made the transfer of the little red whirlwind from house to Buick to house with
nothing else forgotten other than one purse. Celie called it ballet, but Wally thought that it was merely momentary order in chaos, the
challenging-joyous-frustrating-delightful-exhilarating chaos of a life full of hope and love and children, which he wouldn't have traded for calm or
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kingdoms..Embarrassment flushed her when she realized that the paramedic had cut away the pants of her jogging suit. She was naked from the
waist down..Frowning at him, she said, "You don't mind them around, do you, Joey? They're eccentric, but I love them very much..Her lead gaze
was still surprisingly clear. How remarkable that the impact hadn't caused a starburst hemorrhage in either of her exquisite, lavender-blue eyes. No
blood, lust surprise..Several large Dumpsters hulked nearby, dark rectangles less seen than suggested in the slowly churning murk, like forms in a
dream, as ominous as graveyard sarcophaguses, each as suitable for a musician's carcass as any of the others..He never passed through a phase
during which he grew resistant to hugging or kissing. He was a hand-holding, cuddling boy to whom displays of affection came easily..The boy's
difference was defined as much by what he didn't do as by what he did. For one thing, he didn't observe the Terrible Twos, the period of toddler
rebellion that usually frayed the nerves of the most patient parents. No tantrums for the Pie Lady's son, no bossiness, no crankiness..Now Junior
threw back the covers and sprang out of bed. In double briefs, he restlessly roamed the hotel room..Here, now, came the anaconda smile. "Did you
argue about the baby, Enoch? Maybe she wanted it, and you didn't. Guy like you--a baby would cramp your style. Too much responsibility.".He'd
never taken too much from any one game. He was a discreet thief, charming his victims with amusing patter. Because he was so ingratiating and
seemed only mildly lucky, no one begrudged him his winnings. Soon, he was more flush than he'd ever been as a magician..The only light came
from a reading lamp. An adjustable brass shade directed the light down onto a chair..Knickknacks and mementos were not to be found anywhere in
the house. And until now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the kitchen..Agnes had struggled recently to find
a way to explain to Barty that his uncles had lost their hope, to convey also what it meant to live without hope-and somehow to tell the boy all this
without burdening him, at such a young age, with the details of what his monstrous grandfather, Agnes's father, had done to her and to her brothers.
The task was beyond her abilities. The fact that Barty was a prodigy six times over didn't make his mother's work easier, because in order to
understand her, he would require experience and emotional maturity, not just intellect..Without the pillow, she wouldn't have been able to lift her
head to look toward the back of the ambulance..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason
for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world,
and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies.."May 14, 1845, in Canton, China, a theater fire killed sixteen hundred seventy. On
December 8, 1863, a fire in the Church of La Compana, in Santiago, Chile, left two thousand five hundred and one dead. One hundred fifty
perished in a fire at a Paris charity bazaar: May 4, 1897. June 30, 1900, a dock fire in Hoboken, New Jersey, killed three hundred twenty-six. . .".He
stashed two suitcases full of clothes and toiletries-plus the contents of Pinchbeck's safe-deposit box-in the van, and then added those precious items
that he'd be loath to lose if the hit on Bartholomew went wrong, forcing him to leave his Russian Hill life and flee arrest. The works of Caesar
Zedd. Sklent's three brilliant paintings. The needlepoint pillows, to which he'd colorfully applied the wisdom of Zedd, constituted the bulk of this
collection of bare essentials: 102 pillows in numerous shapes and sizes, which he had completed in just thirteen months of feverish
stitchery~.Downstairs, two shots cracked, and an instant after the second, an explosion shook the parsonage as though the long-promised Judgment
were at hand. This was a real explosion, not the impact of another runaway Pontiac..She worried that he would need to go to the bathroom during
the night and that, half asleep, he might turn the wrong way, toward the stairs, and fall. Three times they paced off the route from the doorway of
his room to the hall bath. She would have walked it a hundred times and still not been satisfied, but Barty said, "Okay, I've got it.".Like a disc fish
with silvery scales, the coin lay in the cup of Junior's palm. Directly over his life line..The 9-mm pistol and the ammunition were on the foyer table.
With trembling hands, Junior tore open the boxes and loaded the gun..Rudy Hackachak--Big Rude to his friends-was six feet four, as rough-hewn
as a log sculpture carved with a woodsman's ax. In a green polyester suit with sleeves an inch too short, an unfortunate urine yellow shirt, and a tie
that might have been the national flag of a third world country famous for nothing but a lack of design sense, he looked like Dr. Frankenstein's
beast gussied up for an evening of barhopping in Transylvania..In his masterpiece The Beauty of Rage: Channel Your Anger and Be a Winner,
Zedd explains that every fully evolved man is able to take anger at one person or thing and instantly redirect it to any new person or thing, using it
to achieve dominance, control, or any goal he seeks. Anger should not be an emotion that gradually arises again at each new justifiable cause, but
should be held in the heart and nurtured, under control but sustained, so that the full white-hot power of it can be instantly tapped as needed,
whether or not there has been provocation..As though stirred by static electricity, the fine hairs on the backs of Tom's hands quivered, and a current
of expectation coursed through him..As luck would have it," the nun said, "Dr. Lipscomb was in the when it happened. He'd just delivered another
baby under.The second medic wheeled the gurney to the rear of the van, calling for one of the policemen to accompany him to the hospital.
Apparently, he needed help if he was to deliver the baby and also stabilize Apes while en route..He warily surveyed those around him as he walked,
and looked over his shoulder from time to time. On one of these backward glances, he was unnerved but not surprised to see Vanadium's
specter..The blessing of Nellie's silence lasted only until Hanna, cursed with speech if not with sufficient strength to stand, said, "We tried to reach
you, Mr. Damascus, but you'd already left the pharmacy.".Antihypertensive drugs were administered intravenously, and Phimie was confined to
bed, attached to a heart monitor..When Max answered, Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's
me, Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do, and you better do it right
now.".Alone with Paul, as he stood abashed, she removed her blouse and bra and, with arms crossed over her breasts, revealed to him her savaged
back. Whereas her father had used open-hand slaps and hard fists to teach his twin sons the lessons of God, he preferred canes and lashes as the
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instruments of education for his daughter, because he believed that his direct touch might have invited sin. Scars disfigured Agnes from shoulders
to buttocks, pale scars and others dark, crosshatched and whorled..the grass, silent because he is barely conscious, too badly beaten to protest or to
plead for mercy, but also.Earthquake weather. Southern Californians had many definitions of that term, but Edom knew he was right this time.
Thunder would roll again soon, but it would arise from underfoot..By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's accident and surgery, the draft
board-which had reinstated his I -A status after he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a rehabilitation therapist-agreed to
schedule a new physical examination in December..Round of face and round of body, Vinnie didn't walk like other men; he seemed to bounce
lightly along, as if inflated with a mixture of gases that included enough helium to make him buoyant, though not so much that he was in danger of
sailing up and away like a birthday balloon. His smooth cheeks and merry eyes left a boyish impression, but he was a good attorney, and
shrewd..Ashamed and scared, she told no one. Although a victim, she blamed herself, and the prospect of being exposed to ridicule so horrified her
that despair got the better of good judgment..a deeply troubled John Wayne while the delightful David Niven floated along overhead in a basket
suspended from a huge, colorful hot-air balloon..As always, curious about how others lived-or, in this case, bad lived-Junior explored the house,
poking in drawers and closets. For a widower, Bartholomew Prosser was neat and well-organized..... That discord sets up lots of other vibrations,
some of which will return to you in ways you might expect ...."It sure is," Barty said. When only a mortified silence followed his remark, he added:
"Gee, I thought that was kinda funny."."I can do this with just a very little Novocain," she said, "so your mouth won't be numb for dinner.".Paul
withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel as good to him as guns always felt in the hands of pulp heroes..Putting one hand on the
object to which she referred, Barty said, "Mom and I were listening to a book when you got here. This is a talking book.".Another of Junior's
self-improvement projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco
was the perfect university for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety.."No. Just
tricks. Turn a leaf to a gold piece. Seemingly.".Munching an Almond Joy, Junior returned to the phone book, with no choice but to find
Bartholomew the hard way..calm. He tried to imagine what Victoria's breasts would look like, freed from all restraint..This Detroit-built gondola
would swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it onward..trees also revealed Barty, and no radiance from another world
shone spectrally through him, as it had shone through Joey-dead-and-risen..The room was bright enough for him to confirm that he was alone. The
interior of the box in which Naomi now resided could be no more silent than this house..Standing at graveside, Junior was in a foul mood. He was
weary of pretending to be deep in grief..Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to
learn the intimate, eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in
her bedroom..When at last he spoke, real grief, quiet but profound, softened his voice: "March first, three years ago, my wife and two sons-Danny
and Harry, both seven, twins-were coming home from visiting her parents in New York. Shortly after takeoff ... their plane went down.".Junior
couldn't imagine why some Negro stranger would want to intrude. He hoped there wouldn't be trouble..Eleven years later, a few months after
marrying Agnes, Joey mysteriously invited Edom to accompany him on "a little drive," and took his bewildered brother-in-law to a nursery. They
returned home with fifty pound bags of special mulch, jars of plant food, and an array of new tools. Together, they stripped the sod from the side
yard, turned the soil, and prepared the ground for the rich variety of hybrid starter plants that were delivered the following week..At sunset, the boy
stood in the backyard, gazing up through the branches of the giant oak as an orange sky darkened to coral, to red, to purple, to indigo..As was true
of the entire house, the bedroom was immaculate. The wood floor gleamed as though polished by hand. A simple white chenille spread conformed
to the bed as smoothly and tautly as the top blanket tucked around a soldier's barracks bunk..They had not come to Junior yesterday in their grief, if
in fact they had thought to grieve..At nearly forty years of age, Edom still dreamed of that grim summer afternoon, although not as often as in the
past. When it troubled his sleep these days, it was a nightmare that gradually metamorphosed into a dream of tenderness and hope. Until the last
few years, he'd always awakened when the roses were being jammed into his mouth or when the thorns flicked through his eyelashes, or when
Agnes began to strike their father with the Bible, thus seeming to assure worse punishment. This additional act, this transition from horror to hope
before he woke, had been added when Agnes was pregnant with Barty. Edom didn't know why this should be so, and he didn't try to analyze it. He
was simply grateful for the change, because he woke now in a state of peace, never with worse than a shudder, no longer with a hoarse cry of
anguish..With a shiver, Kathleen said, "We'd like to know more about why we did the things we did for you. Why the quarters? Why the song?".He
snatched the woman's car keys off the pavement, slid behind the wheel of the Pontiac, and drove off to find a pharmacy, the only stop that he
intended to make until he reached Spruce Hills..Although Junior was free of the superstitions that Naomi, in her innocence and sentimentality, had
embraced, he wept without pretense..She slammed it shut before he could stop her, whether he had intended to stop her or not, and she engaged the
deadbolt lock..When the pianist eventually launched into "Someone to Watch over Me," he didn't appear to be responding to a request, considering
that a few other numbers had been played since the most recent gratuity. The tune was, after all, in his nightly repertoire..Usually, he remained still,
tense, listening, until enough silence convinced him that the sounds he'd heard had been in the dream, not in the real world. If silence didn't settle
him, he went into the living room, only to discover that she was always where he had left her, fork-and-fan-blade face wrenched in a soundless
scream..His in-laws' chances of receiving compensation for their pain and suffering over Naomi's death were seriously compromised if her husband
did not hold the state or county responsible. In this, as in nothing previously, they felt the need to stand united as a family..No more than a minute
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after Vanadium departed, a nurse arrived in a rush, no doubt sent by the hateful cop. Hard to tell, through all the tears, if she was a looker. A nice
face, perhaps. But such a stick-thin body.."Possible complications include cerebral hemorrage, pulmonary edema, kidney failure, necrosis of the
liver, coma-to name a few.".Agnes got out of bed, switched on the lamp, and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent prayers.".Junior
suspected that no one other than this man's mother called him Tom. He was probably "Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew
him..After undressing for the night, he sat on the edge of the bed for a while, rubbing the coin between the thumb and forefinger of his right hand,
brooding about Thomas Vanadium. He tried rolling it across his knuckles; he dropped it repeatedly..Junior stood at the window for a long time, not
because he was pretending to rest, and not because any of the attending nurses was a looker. He was transfixed, and for awhile he didn't know
why..he wasn't wholly without feeling, of course. A poignant current of sadness eddied in his heart, a sadness at the thought of the love and the
happiness that he and the nurse might have known together. But it was her choice, after all, to play the tease and to deal with him so
cruelly..Behind her, he said, "And is that my gray cardigan? What did you do to my cardigan?".When his stomach rolled uneasily and his scalp
prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer both violent nervous emesis and severe hives, breaking out and chucking up at
the same time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the faucet, filled his
cupped hands with water, and drank, dribbling down the front of is jacket and sweater..She had put aside a half-finished pencil portrait of Phimie to
develop several of Nella Lombardi..With remarkably little splash, the sedan eased into the water. Briefly it floated, bobbling near shore, tipped
forward by the weight of the engine. As the lake flooded in through the floor vents, the vehicle settled steadily-then sank rapidly when water
reached the two partially open windows..The night was holding its breath again, the previous breeze now pent up in the breast of darkness.."Then
you have a big advantage, and you'll have to tell us all about yourselves," Agnes said. "I'll get the coffee brewing ... unless you'd like to help.".From
the public hallway on the ground level, stairs led to the upper three floors. He would be able to hear anyone descending long before they arrived..At
the open kitchen door, arms laden with a stack of four bakery boxes, her mother said, "Will you get those last four pies for me there on the table?
And don't jostle them, dear."
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Gemilde Aus Dem Zeitalter Der Kreuzzige Vol 2 of 2 Erste Abtheilung Die Letzten Kinige Von Jerusalem Und Saladin
Esquisses Biographiques Du Dipartement de lIndre Ou Aperiu Historique Sur La Principauti de Diols Baronnie Comti Et Marquisat Et Enfin Duchi
de Chateauroux (Ancien Bas-Berri) Vol 1
Abrigi Des Voyages Modernes Depuis 1780 Jusqui Nos Jours Vol 10 Contenant Ce Quil y a de Plus Remarquable de Plus Utile Et de Mieux Aviri
Dans Les Pays Oi Les Voyageurs Ont Pinitri Les Moeurs Des Habitans La Religion Les Usages Arts Et
Notes dUn Curieux
Archives de lInstitut Botanique de lUniversiti de Liige 1914 Vol 5
Theologia Dogmatica Et Moralis Ad Usum Seminariorum de Locis Theologicis
Die Sagen Des Classischen Alterthums Vol 1 Erzihlungen Aus Der Alten Welt
Ripertoire de Ligislation Et de Jurisprudence Forestiires 1874-1875 Vol 6 Recueil Piriodique Et Critique Des Lois Dicrets Riglements Giniraux
Avis Et Dicisions Du Conseil dEtat Arritis Ministiriels Circulaires Et Instructions Adminis
Histoire Du Village de Mussey (Haute-Marne)
Unsre Vorzeit Vol 2 Nordisch-Germanische Gitter Und Helden in Schilderungen Fur Jugend Und Volk I Gittersagen II Nordische Heldensagen
Grundzige Altrimischer Metrik
Zeitschrift Der Gesellschaft Fir Schleswig-Holstein-Lauenburgische Geschichte 1891 Vol 21
Jahrbuch Fir Kinderheilkunde Und Physische Erziehung 1869 Vol 2
Geschichte Karls V Vol 3
Journal Des Sciences Militaires Des Armies de Terre Et de Mer 1839 Vol 28 Publii Sur Les Documents Fournis Par Les Officiers Des Armies
Franiaises Et itrangires
Kunst-Blatt 1834 Vol 15
Zeitschrift Des Bernischen Juristenvereins Vol 6 Organ Fir Rechtspflege Und Gesetzgebung Der Kantone Bern Luzern Und Solothurn Jahrgang
1870 71
Espaia Sagrada Theatro Geographico-Historico de la Iglesia de Espaia Vol 12 Origen Divisiones y Limites de Todas Sus Provincias Antiguedad
Traslaciones y Estado Antiquo y Presente de Sus Sillas de Las Iglesias Sufraganeas Antiguas de Sevilla
LAnnie Littiraire Et Dramatique 1858 Vol 1 Ou Revue Annuelle Des Principales Productions de la Littirature Franiaise Et Des Traductions Des
Oeuvres Les Plus Importantes Des Littiratures itrangires Classies Et itudiies Par Genres
Aus Dem Lager Der Verbindeten 1814 Und 1815
Collection Des Mimoires Relatifs a lHistoire de France Depuis lAvenement de Henri IV Jusqui La Paix de Paris Conclue En 1763 Vol 59 Avec
Des Notices Sur Chaque Auteur Et Des Observations Sur Chaque Ouvrage
M T Ciceronis Ad Quintum Fratrem Dialogi Tres de Oratore Vol 1 Ex Editionibus Oliveti Et Ernesti Accedunt Noti Anglici
Scritti Vari Di Giuseppe Torelli (Ciro dArco)
James Joyces Ulysses A Study
Elevate Elementary Science 2019 Activity Card 6-Pack How Can an Animal Change Where It Lives Grade K
The Fulfilling of the Scripture in Three Parts Vol 2 of 2 I Shewing the Exact Accomplishment of the Word of God in His Works of Providence
Performed and to Be Performed II the Faithfulness of God Considered and Cleared in the Great Events of Hi
Like Stars in Heaven
Papua Blood
The Church of England Magazine Vol 16 Under the Superintendence of Clergymen of the United Church of England and Ireland January to June
1844
Report of the Governor of Oklahoma to the Secretary of the Interior 1904
Giornale Arcadico Di Scienze Lettere Ed Arti Vol 41 Gennajo Febrajo E Marzo 1829
Der Beton Und Seine Anwendung
Geschichte Philipps Des Zweiten Vol 1
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