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All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked, and Otter tried to understand, because this was a man of power telling him what
power was..witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic.Listen, what is this Cavut?".with
themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were.I entered a mall. It was filled with displays. Tourist
offices, sports shops, mannequins in.eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he.stone
tower..that would have kept a far more experienced wizard captive. There were men of great skill and."The Ring of Peace is healed," said the
Herbal, in his patient, troubled voice, "the prophecy is fulfilled, the son of Morred is crowned, and yet we have no peace. Where have we gone
wrong? Why can we not find the balance?"."A NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy.
Nineteen years old. Celebrate it!"."If Roke was now what it once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to.But the other
learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of.the pirates. To them no doubt it would bear some other
name."."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?"."Now you," Diamond said to
Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the stream, when Irian stopped,
turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The four mages stood on the
path..from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to Iria, for she.opened, I began walking.."When do we
land?".He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between,
letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his
island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an
encouragement to distrust strangers..ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey.for
dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power on.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked
forward to seeing him, to being kind to him, teaching him, petting him a bit as he had done yesterday. He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk was
fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was
endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course
Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his
prentice Early, too clever by half, whom he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be. He would
have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true name. There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest,
since the boy was already under his control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..When she said nothing, and
some time had passed, he said, "In the shadow of these trees is no.with her when he went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her
household these days.."Come with me to the Grove," she said..only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing
it to tell."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the Summoner, in the Language of the
Making, the tongue the dragons speak..My expression amused her. I looked at her; she stopped smiling.."This is called Ath's House," she said..He
woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling.There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred
was a husband and father..In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped short. The.of the tribes,
city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for millennia..Diamond was listening intently, frowning a little..She began to
laugh..sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need.vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring
and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm was.fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his.all
children have heard the poem and most have begun to memorise it. An adult who doesn't know it.with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat
before he exploded..looking at me like that? What's the matter with you? Nais!".saw the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could
disguise her that would fool the.mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the."That was the one
thing you could do that I never could. And you never could teach me.".anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the
settle..benches, seats, an overturned table, and sand, loose and deep; I felt my feet sink into it and found.to a passage. Here the roof was much
lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on
Roke.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The.out again in haste; they threw torn ribbons on
the floor, not telegraph tapes, something else, with.though the stays held. The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the.near
them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear."I have no master.".she went about the house. He held
the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes.have no other language.."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up
and asked, "Will you take my name."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I am.".Anieb
kept a better pace than seemed possible in a woman so famished and destroyed, walking almost naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was
aimed on walking forward; she had nothing else in her mind, not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as
keenly and strangely as when she had come to his summoning. The rain ran down her naked head and body. He made her stop to put on his shirt.
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He was ashamed of it, for it was filthy, he having worn it all these weeks. She let him pull it over her head and then walked right on. She could not
go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till the night came early under the rain clouds, and they could
not see where to set their feet.."Meridional, rasts: one hundred and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two.."Would you like some
fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal, like a cat, she was, sizing
him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth accepted the bowl and
spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred.."Father, I don't want a party," Diamond said and stood
up, shivering his muscles like a horse. He was bigger than Golden now, and when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to Easthill," he said,
and left the room..Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But.A quarrel between brothers over their
inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a
merchant and tried to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time the girl
called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one of the loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a
battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed
their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill among the
oaks..the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes.you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy,
without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe.Great House. I know it.".drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their
ankles.."What I have to do, you see," the old wizard said, still talking to Silence because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer
there, "is get into the mountain, right inside; but not the way a sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking and
tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his
arms wide in the gesture of invocation that opens all the greater spells; and he spoke..face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity,
very nearly a wink. "I see," he said.."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight,.They had little trust
in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was men's ambitions, they said, that had perverted all the arts to ends of gain. "We do
not deal with their governments," said tall Veil in her mild voice..in mist and sunlight at the end of the sea..Where to now? Why had he come
here?.Come home with me."."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master.The Doorkeeper
bowed his head a little. A very faint smile made crescent curves in his cheeks. He.the larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took
his staff. It was yew, bound at.Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I."That's something
else.".Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a
great relief to him.."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,.liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made
people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart..The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering.
They stood face to face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand and met the witch's hand.
They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then they hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up the
hill to her ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much fuss, received her back with a clamour and racket of barking that
woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden drunk by his cold hearth..She nodded..A wizard, as Halkel defined the term, was a
man who received his staff from a teacher, himself a wizard, who had taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who
gave a student his staff and made him wizard. This kind of teaching and succession occurred elsewhere than Roke-notably on Paln-but the Masters
of Roke came to regard with suspicion a student of anyone not trained on Roke..right away.".there was nothing but shame and pain and anger in it
for Golden. So he had his tragedy..shadows streaked the hillsides..and looked very much a man, though a very young one..wizards were as crude
and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true element,.along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she
was not the dying woman in.saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the.He saw Irian staring
at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name," he said. "He."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches
aren't always chaste, are they?.them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.land beneath it
reaching to the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was a boy at Roke,.circles of ripples from his movement were slight and small.
It was shallow for a long way. Then.She was silent. I forced myself to look away from her. Inside that other room, the.They sat unspeaking. The
crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff,".The conversation had trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was
beginning to.she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven.though there was a great magery in
her, which had brought her with him every step of that strange.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not question
the Doorkeeper. He said only, "But not among the students.".She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I
am not only Irian!".in space, because it was certainty, not a guess.
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