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Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came

to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs

art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth

me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and

when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest

thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir

signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Therewithal

the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and

departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El

Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and

gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as

she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in

man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief

officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant

man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare

And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.Then said she, "O

king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words

and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's

presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of

day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all

who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then

he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..Officer's

Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the

blood doth rain..And the king bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My

tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Look at the moss-rose, on its

branches seen, ii. 256..Selim and Selma, ii. 81...It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and

said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou

keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king

honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal

are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath

turned mine enemy!.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile,

after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade

her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of

riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her

hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening

and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners

and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik

Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast

down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast

down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety

[and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he

hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there,

accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down,

but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress

of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour

[and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city.

Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy

slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy
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good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me,"

Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did

with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".There

was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman

Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now

the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would

take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..So he left him for dead

and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel

for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away.

Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he

might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of

his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head,

whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes

and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the

slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the

hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to

shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the

apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's

sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.There was once in a city

of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went

on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the

townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness

and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while

of time..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".149. El

Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in

rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five

hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night

of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on

her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before

her..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to

the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of

the Sexes ccccxix.No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle

grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.King, The Old Woman, the

Merchant and the, i. 265..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience

failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and

he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire]

and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and

he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a

dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he

sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the

saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes

about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.When

King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him

depart to his own house and come again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to

my sight..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, he

thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair,

Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height,

As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a

wanton, witless wight..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he

should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth
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thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains

refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had

somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord,"

answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy

safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not

remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him

who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my

native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for

all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after

which I set out for the land of Yemen.".104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN

ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that

languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life

of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and

thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth

galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on

this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me

and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near

thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex

him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would

vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my

city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours,

'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days'

space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other,

'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the

streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and

she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took

to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the

king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for

this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like];

and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth

galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.'

Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's

goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? g. The

Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white

plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and

wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife

saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own

hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of

wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it

swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".Vizier, The King

of Hind and his, ii. 105..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned

him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the

divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case;

whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of

the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him

forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a

lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his

boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong,

the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of
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the Worlds! Amen..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man

asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had

brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ

me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in

quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted

upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her

and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming

at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Quoth

Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in

Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and

things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the

country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's

attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her

mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house

knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they

came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..The servant said no more to him, but, when

it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together

and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they

assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they

said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy

household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and

he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and

lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..? ?

? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her,

"Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more

generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and

did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in

whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..One day, there came a

traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of

the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the

land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he

painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he

took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore

travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's

love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? The

sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..So the vizier went in to his daughter

and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if

thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift

his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to

the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An

thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her

the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened

the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice

and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour

with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I

am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade

and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.When El Muradi

heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the

Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi

answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up
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with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A

thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,

and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk

were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that

thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said

Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my

brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but

hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his

servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest

out, shut the door."."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and]

return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is

at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].Then he sat down again upon the throne of his

kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king

said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.'

Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand

subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it

under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is

straitened. To Thee, I complain,.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which,

for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear

fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his

breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged

therein because of the damsel and the kingship..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and

giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and

officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and

prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and

lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By

Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30)

brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the

slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My

name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their

names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..82. The

Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's

daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from

eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children

by them..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to

visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after

which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her.

However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from

her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest

thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and

she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not

our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we

will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed

thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his

prate..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time

immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so

they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as

of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman

Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.The Twentieth Night of the Month..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to

thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year
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agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so

haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But

we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord

and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they

replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love

is hid within our hearts' most secret core..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and

abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he

would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own

house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his

character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid

hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his

grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced

with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the

kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place

and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like,"

continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's

heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High

hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who

had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched

to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and

past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for

his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".When El Abbas heard

Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand

thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing

valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou

art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at

Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be

sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a

mountain..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth,

concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Then Mesrour carried her

to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady

Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay

her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth

him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).She

laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were

in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with

gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from

the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without

understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..On the morrow, he betook himself to the

shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God

requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he

came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in

the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he

repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going

away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might

acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that

he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..I marvel for

that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks,

(131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of

this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his
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brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When

Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his

head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not

to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..?STORY OF

THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I

from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes

and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.There was once a man who

was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by

night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man

aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he

went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ?

? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who

was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who

drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the

Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By

Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I

might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to

God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there

cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the

Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred

lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of

the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".As for King

Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his

eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I

have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me

manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to

perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then

sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret

things,) that.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman,

whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair

woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her

forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered

to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I

have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I

am at his service.'.43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii.

15..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).The Khalif

smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?"

["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy

jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?"

"Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him,

and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a

hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el

Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead

but Aboulhusn.".Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your

wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this

world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman]

smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam;

whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives.

Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? g. The

Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I
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conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Then said she to him, "O my

son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my

case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son,"

rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat

the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them

and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and

banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to

her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer

the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and

sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a

dotard.".? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).When

she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then

she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand

somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I

hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:
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