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COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Startled, Junior sat up straight, clutching the silencer-fitted pistol, but the cruiser didn't abruptly brake and pull to the curb in front of the Mercedes,

as he expected..exercise. Although they expected him to be dizzy, he had no difficulty whatsoever with his balance, and in spite of feeling a little

drained, he wasn't as weak as they thought he was. He could have toured the hospital unassisted, but he played to their expectations and used the

wheeled walker..Gore made him sick. He refused to attend movies that dwelt on the consequences of violence, and he had even less of a stomach

for blood in real life..Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Yet later, when the mist retreated, the sea itself became a

portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded her of the depthless eyes of the blind, of that

terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..The musician's behavior required explanation. After wending through the crowd, Junior located the

man in front of a painting so egregiously beautiful that any connoisseur of real art could hardly resist the urge to slash the canvas to

ribbons..greatest fright of his life. He jumped inside his skin, and his heart knocked, knocked, and he half expected to hear his bones rattle one

against another, like those of a dangling skeleton in a funhouse..Walking away, he was aware of the many faces at the windows, all as stupid as the

faces of cud-chewing cows. He had given them something to talk about when they returned from lunch to their shops and offices. He'd reduced

himself to an object of amusement for strangers, had briefly become one of the city's army of eccentrics..Copyright (c) 1999 by Ursula K. Le Guin.

"Dragonfly" first appeared in Legends..One of his favorite gifts for Christmas 1967 was a twelve-hole chromatic harmonica with forty-eight reeds

providing a full three-octave range. Even in his little hands, and with the limitations of his small mouth, this more sophisticated instrument enabled

him to produce full-bodied versions of any song that appealed to him..Her hands shook, her entire body shook, and in her mind was a hard clatter

of fear like the wheels of a roller coaster rattling over poorly seamed tracks..With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty rode home

wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a play filled

with a Dickensian amount of childhood suffering..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was

divided into two rooms. The first was a combination living room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small

bedroom with adjoining bath..Rudy Hackachak--Big Rude to his friends-was six feet four, as rough-hewn as a log sculpture carved with a

woodsman's ax. In a green polyester suit with sleeves an inch too short, an unfortunate urine yellow shirt, and a tie that might have been the

national flag of a third world country famous for nothing but a lack of design sense, he looked like Dr. Frankenstein's beast gussied up for an

evening of barhopping in Transylvania..Anyway, the thing that scared her was not the monstrous father of this child. The fearsome thing was the

decision that she had made a few minutes ago, in the unused hospital room on the seventh floor.."Guilt," said the detective. "If he killed her,

wouldn't an overwhelming sense of guilt be as likely as anguish to cause acute nervous emesis?".On this chilly January night, no campers or

fishermen had staked claims along the lake. Because the trees were far enough back to be lost in the night, the immediate shore and the pooled

blackness that it encircled appeared as desolate as any landscape on a world without an atmosphere.."Other Bartys and other Agneses in other

houses like this-all here together now.".He lay still, waiting for silence to return, so he could hear whether the great gong had drawn people into the

alley..For eight months following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to

regain consciousness. A passing motorist had found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he

awakened in the hospital, withered and weak, he'd had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike

recollection of swimming up from a sinking car.."You'll be out of ICU tomorrow, I bet. You'll have a phone, I'll call. And I'll come soon as I

can.".As he'd proved to himself on his previous two visits-his first night in town and then two nights thereafter-this number was merely part of the

pianist's repertoire. Nothing supernatural here..Even someone of saintly habits and selfless behavior might be a monster in his heart, filled with

unspeakable desires, which he might act upon only once or never.."Well, the lab could detect abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter

in court. He could say he ate a lot of salty foods.".As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a partial success. During the mining

operation, trees were cleared well back from the edge of the dig, so that much of the shore would be unshaded on a hot summer day. And along half

the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate Deep Water. In places, where lake met land, the bottom lay over a hundred feet

below..The girl's appetite was sharp, even though the food was soft and bland. Soon, she slept..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory

explanation for what had been happening to him. None of the women filled the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only

the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud of his craftsmanship, he knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in

stitchery alone..They were in the eastern hills, a mile from Jolene and Bill Klefton's place, where ten days ago, Edom had delivered blueberry pie

along with the grisly details of the Tokyo-Yokohama quake of 1923..As though the fog were a paralytic gas, Junior stood unmoving in the middle

of the sidewalk. He really didn't want to climb into that Dumpster..In the foyer, Hanna Rey and Nellie Oatis sat side by side on the stairs. Hanna,

the housekeeper, was gray-haired and plump. Nellie, was Perri's daytime- companion, could have passed for Hanna's sister..The boy's silvery

giggles rang as merrily as sleigh bells, his Christmas spirit undampened. "Not between, Mommy. Nobody could do that. I just ran where the rain

wasn't.".The slamming of Junior's heart sounded as loud to him as mortar rounds. He stepped back and sideways, out of the vending machine's line

of fire..Finally Angel dropped and slithered, vanishing under the overhanging bedclothes with a final flurry of yellow socks..Angel moved her hand

commentary-on-the-gospel-of-matthew.pdf

Page 1/6



Commentary On The Gospel Of Matthew

to Barty's right eye, and again he didn't twitch with surprise when her fingers lightly touched his closed and sagging lid. "I won't let you forget.".He

had difficulty picturing the detective puttering in the garden on weekends. Unless there were bodies buried under the roses.."No," said Vanadium,

"you only think you know who I am and what I am, but you don't know anything. That's all right. You'll learn.".He let go of the girl's chin, and at

once she scrunched into the corner of the window seat, as far away from him as she could get. The knowing look in her eye wasn't that of an

ordinary child, not that of a child at all. Not his imagination, either. Terror, yes, but also defiance, and this knowing expression, as though she could

see right through him, knew things about him that she had no way of knowing..So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become

perilous. Those who undertook it were often those already outcast, crippled, deranged, without family, old-women and men who had little to lose.

The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock figures of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his

trickeries, the hag-witch with her potions used in aid of lust, jealousy, and malice. And a child's gift for magic became a thing to dread and

hide..Celestina smiled distractedly. Since arriving at the hotel an hour ago, she had been openly debating with herself whether to call her parents in

Spruce Hills or to wait until later in the afternoon, when she might be able to report not just that she had a fianc?, and not only that she had a fianc?

who'd been shot and nearly killed, but also that his condition had been upgraded from critical to serious. As she'd explained to Tom, in addition to

worrying them with the news about Cain, she'd be stunning them with the announcement that she was going to marry a white man twice her age.

"My folks don't have one ounce of prejudice between them, but they sure do have firm ideas about what's appropriate and what's not." This would

ring the big bell at the top of the White Family Scale of the Inappropriate. Besides, they were preparing for the funeral of a parishioner, and from

personal experience, Celestina knew their day would be full. Nevertheless, at ten minutes past eleven, after picking at her breakfast, she finally

decided to call them..Jacob intended to carry the luggage, and Edom announced that he would carry Barty. The boy, however, insisted on making

his own way to the house..Barty looked at Angel, and Angel looked at Barty, and they dropped to their knees on the grass before their daughter.

They were both grinning ... and then their grins stiffened a little..She snatched the handset away from Angel, told Bellini, "He's here," threw the

phone on the bed, told Angel, "Stay close to me," ran to the windows, and jerked the drapes out of the way.."And you give yourself far too little

credit," Salk continued gently. "There's no doubt in my mind that Perri was a hero. But she was married to a hero, as well.".He tucked his left arm

tight against his side and threw himself against the door. The obstructing furniture was heavy, but it moved an inch. If it would give one inch, it

would give two, so it wasn't immovable, and he was already as good as in there..The candlestick was dry. Holding this pewter bludgeon with a

paper towel, Junior replaced it on the table as he had found it. He picked up the candle from the floor and married it to the stick..Through

fog-shrouded hills forested with oaks, maples, madrones, and pepperwoods, through magnificent stands of redwoods that towered three hundred

feet, he arrived in Weott on the evening of January 3, 1968, where he stayed the night. If Paul had any northernmost goal for this trip, it was the

city of Eureka, almost fifty miles farther-and for no reason, other than to eat Humboldt Bay crabs at their origin, because that was one of his and

Perri's favorite foods..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to

have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..EACH

MOMENTOUS DAY, the work was done in memory of his mother. At Pie Lady Services, always, they sought new recipes and new ways to

brighten the corner where they were..When the ophthalmologist saw her misery, his kind face softened further, and his pity became palpable..Angel

raised her attention from the salt shaker to Tom's face, studied his scars for a moment, and said, "No.".By "all of that," he meant the groceries that

she and Joey often sent along with the pies, the occasional mortgage payment they made for someone down on his luck, and the other quiet

philanthropies.."Nothing of the kind." Agnes smiled at Barty and wiggled her finger in his grip. "They've always been my salvation. I don't know

what I'd do without them.".During the course of this momentous day, he had employed Zedd learned techniques to channel his hot anger into a

red-hot rage. Now, without any conscious effort on his part, rage grew into molten-white fury..His previous plan to create a tableau-butter on the

floor, open oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer adequate. A new strategy was required..Still on her knees, she raised

the weapon and realized that she was going to shoot the maniac in the back, that she had no other choice, because her inexperience didn't allow her

to aim for a leg or an arm. The moral dilemma overwhelmed her, but so did an image of Phimie lying dead in bloody sheets on the surgery table.

She pulled the trigger and rocked with the recoil..When the sound-suppressor was properly attached to the pistol, Junior Cain leaned closer to the

girl, peered into her eyes, and whispered, "Naomi, are you in there?" Near the top of the stairs, Barty thought he heard voices in his bedroom. Soft

and indistinct. When he stopped to listen, the voices fell silent, or maybe he only imagined them..A dumpster and a dead musician had humbled

him as thoroughly as he had ever been humbled before, as completely as violent nervous emesis and volcanic diarrhea had humbled him, and he

had no tolerance for being humbled. Humility is for losers..voice was flat, a drone; he had delivered not an emotional threat, but a quiet

promise..To prove himself, he read a little of Dickens when she requested it, a passage from Great Expectations. Then a passage from Twain..But

first, March 23: the bad date with Frieda Bliss, and what he discovered in his apartment when he came home that night..Junior had seen the silvery

coin snapping off the cop's thumb and spinning upward. Now it was gone, as though it had vanished in midair.."Some men," she said, "wouldn't be

able to sustain desire when their hands touched my back. I'll understand if you're one of them. It's not beautiful to the eye, and rough as oak bark to

the touch. That's why I brought you here, so you'd know this before you consider where you want to go from ... where we are now.".Between the

one-line description of the baklava and the menu's more effusive words about the walnut mamouls, the suspense became too much, the doubt too
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insidious, at which point Celestina looked up and said, with more girlish angst in her voice than she had planned "Maybe this isn't the place, maybe

it isn't the time, or maybe it's the time but not the place, or the place but not the time, or maybe the time and the place are right but the weather's

wrong, I don't know--Oh,.At dawn, he and his mother went down to the sea, to watch the rolling waves filigreed with foam and gilded with the

molten gold of morning sun, to see the kiting gulls and to scatter bread that brought the winged multitudes to earth..Then the old man taught it to

him. But it wasn't much use, Otter thought, since he had to hide it..As Joey opened the driver's door and got in behind the steering wheel, he said,

"Okay?"."Where's your mother this morning?" he asked, for he'd expected to have to shoot his way through a lot more than one adult to reach both

children. The Lipscomb house had proved empty, however, and fortune had given him the boy and girl together, with one guardian..From the

bathroom, Junior gathered an electric razor and toiletries. He added these to the suitcases..Eleven days had passed since Wally stopped three

bullets. He still had a little residual weakness in his arms, grew tired more easily than before he'd wound up on the wrong end of a pistol,

complained of stiffness in his muscles, and used a cane to keep his full weight off his wounded leg. The rest of the medical care he required, as well

as physical rehabilitation, could be had in Bright Beach as well as in San Francisco. By March, he should be back to normal, assuming that the

definition of normal included massive scars and an internal hollow space where once his spleen had been..Because they knew the date of the rape,

and because that attack had been Phimie's sole sexual experience, the day of impregnation could be fixed, delivery calculated with more precision

than usual.."Angel," Phimie said thickly, searching her sister's eyes for a sign of understanding..By dawn, when the intestinal paroxysms finally

passed, this bold new man of adventure felt as flat and limp as road kill..No elevator. He didn't have to worry that with no more warning than a

ding, doors might slide open, admitting witnesses into the hall..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old

Whiteface was crawling all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief mage, a pale man

from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in Havnor..Up flew his hands, as white as doves, flapping as though trying to escape from the

sleeves of his raincoat, as if he were a magician rather than a musician.."It's a boy," Joey assured her, as though he had been given a vision. Thick

blood sluiced across his lower lip, down his chin, bright arterial blood. "Baby, no," she pleaded..Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts,

Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for

knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her

teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with

constant learning, too.."As long as the case was open and you were the sole suspect," said the lawyer, "they couldn't negotiate an out-of-court

settlement with you. But they were afraid that if eventually they couldn't prove you killed her, then they'd be in an even worse position when a

wrongful death suit finally went before a jury."."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should come first.".When his stomach rolled uneasily

and his scalp prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer both violent nervous emesis and severe hives, breaking out and

chucking up at the same time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the

faucet, filled his cupped hands with water, and drank, dribbling down the front of is jacket and sweater..Although Zedd counsels living in the

future, he recognizes the need to have full recollection of the past when absolutely needed. One of his favorite techniques for jolting memories

loose when the subconsciously.were uniformly negative, frequently hilarious, but never as succinct and violent as Sklent's..might be grumpy and

would certainly be torpid, bleary-eyed, and uncommunicative. Angel awake was always fully awake, soaking up color texture-mood, marveling in

the baroque detail of Creation, and generally lending support to the apperception--test prediction that she might be an art prodigy.."So where he

threw the quarter," Barty said, as Angel listened intently and nodded her head, "wasn't really into Gunsmoke, 'cause that's not a place, it's just a

show. See, maybe he threw it into a place where I'm not blind, or into a place where he doesn't have that messed-up face, or a place where for some

reason you never came here today. There's more places than anybody could ever count, even me, and I can count pretty good. That's what you feel,

right-all the ways things are?".In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective Vanadium said, "We all

were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I

wanted to have a good vomit?".He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon. He'd bought the car with some of the last

money he earned in the years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem..One apartment to the right, one to the left. Junior went to

the right, to Apartment 1, where he'd seen the lights come on behind the curtained windows..Into new avenues of the labyrinth he moved, but then

back again, back upon his own trail, twisting, turning, from the occult to modern literature, from history to popular science, and here the occult

once more, always the shadow glimpsed so fleetingly and so peripherally that it might hive been imagination, the scent of a woman no sooner

detected than lost again in the perfumes of aging paper and bindery glue, twisting, turning, until abruptly he stopped, breathing hard, halted by the

realization that he hadn't heard the singing in some time..The nurse raised her eyes from Agnes to this other person. "Yes a chip of ice would be all

right."."A ship without an anchor can never be at rest," he answered. "It's at the mercy of the sea.".Vanadium owned so few clothes that the two

bags had sufficient capacity to accommodate half the contents of the closet and dresser.."Where did it go?" Grace asked her granddaughter, making

as much effort as she could to lighten the mood for the girl's sake..Cold, wind-driven rain slashed through the missing windows, and voices rose in

the street as people ran toward the Pontiac-thunder in the distance-and on the air was the ozone scent of the storm and the more subtle and more

terrible odor of blood, but none of these hard details could make the moment seem real to Agnes, who, in her deepest nightmares, had never felt
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more like a dreamer than she felt now..Slowly rotating his raised hands before his eyes, as if he saw them young and supple-fingered, the magician

described the amazing manipulations that a master card mechanic could perform. Though he spoke without flash or filigree, he made these feats of

skill sound more sorcerous than hares from hats, doves from scarves, and blondes bisected by buzz saws..Junior would have liked to pursue

spiritual matters with Sklent, but numerous other partyers wanted their time with the great man. In parting, sure that he would give the artist a

laugh, Junior withdrew the brochure for "This Momentous Day" from his jacket and coyly asked for an opinion of Celestina White's paintings..Joey

couldn't raise his head, couldn't turn more directly toward her ... because his spine had been damaged, perhaps severed, and he was

paralyzed..glimmered along the barrel of a hypodermic syringe in the hand of the paramedic,.When the convulsive seizure passed, as he collapsed

back on the spattered pillow, shuddering at the stench rising from his hideously fouled clothes, Junior was suddenly struck by an idea that was

either.He smiled. "Those of us who were priests first--yeah, we're all a broody bunch. Of the others--not many, but probably more than you

think.".Over the final refrain of "I'll Be Seeing You" came a man's voice from the foyer, raised quizzically, with perhaps a note of surprise:

"Victoria..Fed up with them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by violent nervous emesis. Even in his

suffering, he would enjoy spraying these insistently appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..The

adoption records on Seraphim White's baby weren't sealed by law, because custody of the child was being retained by family..Stopping at the door

without opening it, Vanadium turned to stare at Junior, but said nothing.
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