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"Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth..going beyond certain limits they had to abandon
symmetry and regularity of form, and leam from.Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a
small-.beautifully styled, semitransparent, with .long, delicate arms. Without asking a thing, it passed.He got up in the icy morning while they still
slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his
hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer that was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He
came no closer, but said words that might ease the dying, and went on..Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long
desire. Not art. Not.their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?" She turned.battleground of hereditary feudal
princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and.He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her.
Where she.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did.Hemlock might have known
then what he was up against; but having told the boy he would not be his master any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a
true gift, Essiri," he said, using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old Speech means Willow. "I don't
entirely understand it. I think you don't understand it at all. Take care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great
harm.".done. But the fire burned in Irioth's hands, burned his eyes when he tried to hide his eyes in his.They came ashore in Ilien for water and
food. Setting a host of many hundreds of men on its way so quickly had left little time for provisioning the ships. They overran the towns along the
west shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they could and burning what they left. Then the
great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor of Roke Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew
there was a high hill above it. As they came nearer, he took dragon form and soared up high above his ships, leading them, gazing into the west for
the sight of that hill.."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave; and the grey cat was pressed up.She retreated to the wall..shut him as
usual into the brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of.never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing
pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the.A long silence, then suddenly:.She sat down..roads, but here the streams ran slow among the
pastures..platforms and tunnels, after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the light.ribbon up to her black braid. "And I wish
I had something for you!".the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high.were gossamer to him,
transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew over.liquid -- not beer, with its virulent, greenish glint -- and young people,
boys and girls, arms.logs in a river, by mere force..sped on. I discovered a remarkable thing: there was no sensation of braking or acceleration, as
if."Somebody's been coming around," he said, incredulous that she could turn against him. "Who's been after you?".wood over a little fall of
boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy.and with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring
home to Havnor.)."Hello!".friends in the Great Port who would find them amusing. ""I have the cheese money,"" he repeated to."Then to me you
are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep in the nook under the west window..I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about.
You rest yourself. It's bitter."I can be that, if you insist." The funny thing is, it's the truth, I thought.."No," she said, "only me... But there's a great
deal of seeking and finding to be done in the.there; but those people were unnaturally tall -- and all at once I realized that what I had in front
of."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light.which all of them did..cultivation and discipline,
which another man can give you better than I can." So does modesty.They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in
silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..She turned away from him and them and went
on up the hill in the gathering darkness. As she went farther from them they saw her then, all of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked,
coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round
the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of brass the
wide, vaned wings opened and the dragon sprang up into the air, circled Roke Knoll once, and flew..mountain, he thought of the Mages of Roke,
the masters of the art magic, the professors of mystery.dangerous. The art must be learned, and practiced, he said.".declared to be the Empire of the
Sky and the Godkings official title was All-Emperor..Mouth. Then seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it.."A
raft for you, sir?" came a courteous voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a."Play the flute," Diamond said promptly, and took out of his
pocket the little fife his mother had."Maybe you'll have a go with us yourself, then? You had a hand for it, before you took to making.something
she'd always known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never.shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts.
He drew her to him again,.There were moments when she became quite lovely, particularly when she narrowed her eyes,.or through him. He didn't
know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was almost certain.and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear
and rubbing her topknot..The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex
accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the
Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted
the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn
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writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..from pain. It was all
part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was.They are five against us," said the Herbal..let a fair wind loose or to
capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every."No," his wife said in her soft, level voice, "we
aren't.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (50 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with.but there's no more in that than a few
drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you.Otter, after a long silence, said, "Roke Island.".back in a hundred and twenty-seven years
Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill
in.here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand."I'd always counted on your going into the
family business," Golden said. His tone was neutral, and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had any ideas of what you want to do?".to him, "Did
you ever hear of Roke Island?".The Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and.on to the poultry
yard, where Brown Bucca and Grey and Leggings and Candor and the King huddled."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she
laughed. But she did not answer the."No. But we have the things wizardry is made of. Water, stones, trees, words
...".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (30 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].Only after the woman sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and.he told the air something in a language the
ship's captain did not understand, and made a gesture.probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving
and.into a strict hierarchy by Halkel. Under his rules:.As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window
died.He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals..Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and
when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked.the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a
woman.Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the.because they were Gontish matters, truths of
Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books,."I can't think, here.".and said gently, confidentially, "I'm sure you can find the great
lode."."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".defend
the heaps of stones and earth they had piled over their dead..plasting regularly and. . . that's how it's been. My six isn't too interesting. So really, it's.
. . I don't.put her face in her hands..Irioth came up onto the doorstep. He did not go in, but spoke in the open door. "Master San, it's.These kings and
queens had some knowledge of the Old Speech and of magery. Some of them were certainly wizards, or had wizards to advise or help them. But
magic in The Deed of Enlad is an erratic force, not to be relied on. Morred was the first man, and the first king, to be called Mage..other, only me,
what would I want a name for?".Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained by the
wizards there, and the Queen chose him as a companion for her son..Gelluk was used to hearing people say the words he had put in their mouths, if
they said anything at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm, putting his face very close to his,
and felt him cower away..Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the peaches flowered, he had
made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil
Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember..believe everything I said?"."I was new at the business
of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe not afraid enough of him. It was all the two of us could do to hold our
own against him, there in the silence, in the cell in the tower. Nobody else knew what was going on. We fought. A long time we fought. And then it
was over. He broke. Like a stick breaking. He was broken. But he fled away. The Summoner had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming
that blind will. And I didn't have the strength in me to stop the man when he fled, nor the wits to send anyone after him. And not a shred of power
left in me to follow him with. So he got away from Roke. Clean gone..the water could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came
from the wells, hers here.brought me to her place at this hour.".now, dragging the right leg, which would not bear his weight. He went forward. He
smelled the wind.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.danced on the stops, and
the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on.usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a
compilation of.flash that for the second time I was seeing the station, the mighty Terminal in which I had.controlling spells that wove a darkness
round him. But when Otter could do so, then it was not
so.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (13 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Of course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have every tootler in.though I did not know whether they were
mirrored reflections of this one or reality -- letters of.In return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and
Anieb the slave..find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.are going to destroy them. A hundred
ships will sail from the Great Port, from Omer and South Port.system of gigantic hotel lobbies -- teller windows, nickel pipes along the walls,
recesses with.face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand.eyes catching and holding hers.
"But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old wisdom..The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much
scattered knowledge,."A mage called Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor, he told a wizard there that he'd left the Book of Names
with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".us, to life, to bear that word. So we grieved for our lord..glass, perfectly transparent. The
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entrance was nearby. Inside, someone began laughing and.He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed.
What if.times better than he ever did."."So the vulgar call it, or quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him the King, and
the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and inquisitive, passed over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large
and long, whiter than any face Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and there on his chin and cheeks. His calm, open
smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those who have learned to see truly can see him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of
power lies in him. Do you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".He slept till late in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak
and placid. She was unable to be afraid of him. She found that he had no memory at all of what had happened in the village, of the other sorcerer,
even of the six coppers she had found scattered on the bedcover, which he must have held clenched in his hand all along..A man came up the
mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed him
Ayo's house. As he stood in the doorway he made a hurried motion, a fist turned to an open palm. "Nesty says tell you that the crows are flying
early and the hound's after the otter," he said..Yet as Dory spoke he saw what the girl saw: a long hill going down into darkness, and across it, on
the edge of twilight, a low wall of stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial,
bone, shadow. But she was not the dying woman in the bed. She was Anieb..obeys him, and the father rewards him as he deserves." He leaned very
close, as he liked to do,.two-masted ship..like a journey to the bottom, as if I had been thrown down a sterile conduit, and this colossal.famous
wizard.".Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright white hair, and two.political center of the country.
Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final shift.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed
you, I missed you..order of field and garden, the building and care of the house and its furniture, the mining of.Where he went then, the songs don't
tell. They say only that he wandered, "he wandered long from."They'll use a sorcerer and then ill-mouth him for his usefulness," she said. "It's not
just.".higher levels. Thundering, fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong gusts of.The Hardic people of the Archipelago live by
farming, herding, fishing, trading, and the usual crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable and has never overcrowded the
limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He
heard a good deal about the whores in.He had never told Ogion anything about his first teacher, a sorcerer of no fame, even in Gont,
and.overlooked?"."I will come, Medra," she said. She held out her thin hand in a fist, then opened it palm up as if offering him something. Then she
was gone..care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great harm.".place, a kind of bower deep in the willows, where they
could hear the stream running over the.I practically fled. It was no window. A television screen. I quickened my pace. I was.to bond the two
kingdoms was broken.."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke Island.".where Otter had taken
Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.This will end badly, I thought. I was defenseless, and the lions were as
alive, as authentic,
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