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? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee

not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry

and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise,

O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back

to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I

fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending

him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of

his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter.

Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..JAAFER BEN YEHYA

AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss

of the loved one am I..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt

and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and

said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old

man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee!

By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but

methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me

thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see

thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to

high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at

the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of

God.'.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD

RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.? ? ? ?

? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying,

"Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was

therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my

nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal

to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O

my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with

the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe]

with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her

the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.My

fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she

were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her

face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I

lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my

heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited

her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my

house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.? ? ?

? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the

Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.I abode in my house, ill, a

whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or

the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and

had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she

stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell

to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me

and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an

exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to

me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'
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'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..Now a party of the troops had banded

themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his

uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and

deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we

swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an

underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and

committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah

a liar..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth,

the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a

sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with

thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with

money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims

of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated

him on his left hand.".So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it

would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the

privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom;

whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred

not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him

into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed

by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.When it was the seventh day, the

seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this

youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused

the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after

this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ?

? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..154. King Mohammed ben

Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..?THE

SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the

secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she,

"By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses."

And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer

and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Ali of

Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup

from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again

and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him

in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.So each of them fared on with that which

was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel

[in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi,

'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed

upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell

and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a

load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn

aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good

should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn

gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O

our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and

found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were

sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and

furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and

pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode
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of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the

Faithful!".Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know,

then, that.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..At this Queen Es Shuhba was

stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the

Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis

(on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her

commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the

kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and

jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So

Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and

herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking

the lute, improvised the following verses:.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and

consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the

morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by

reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her

children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose

and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now

she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and

she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the

doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.When the

Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and

gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El

Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse,

whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due

is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El

Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never

seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and

news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar

her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted,

a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not

therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed

from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they

would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and

thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he

said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or

else news of him.'.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and

veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the

following verses:.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but

God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier,

who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them

of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the

Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the

old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by

her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that

Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he

and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by

the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were

assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the

youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat
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to jeer?".117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for

you 'twere vain..When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his

black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman

[yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans,

(96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's

presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by

his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed

the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord

with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of

the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.When the king heard this, he said in

himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he

bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I

read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.108. Ali ben Tahir and

the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the

Uselessness of, i. 70..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Presently, the idiot

returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the

sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not

over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and

muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the

pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and

said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I

were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.Cashghar,

Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and

far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Noureddin thanked

him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they

knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated

themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane,

clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after

which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said,

"Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and

heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? In glory's

raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst

the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.The Fourth Night of the Month..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came

to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and

cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"]

and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted

again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God

the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.I am content, for him I

love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou

not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm

cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee,

'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is

undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do

thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.When

the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to
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himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was

endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land

of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation."

She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice,

and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and

mine eye? (108).When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin!

God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned

in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this

trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my

heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is

easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one

the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S

CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF

MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them

awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught

him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and

his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out

a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat,

wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a

fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;'

whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad.

Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned

with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but

there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Officer's

Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so

may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Presently, the chief workman came to

the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming

kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all

the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity,

(59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of

honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the

grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son

El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it

and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered

the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had

wroughten..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this

world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth

Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].When

Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he

had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.As

for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought

dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of

his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas

entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant

had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and

sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning]

aloes-wood abroach therein..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she

spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great,

Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if

a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and
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sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are

not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to

death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were

both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap]

and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go

forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So

she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if

he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O

thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick

of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou

shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..The head wept

exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that

thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall

be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and

have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When

the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his

clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and

his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to

Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to

the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description.

Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose

in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that

the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly

carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in

her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise

till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and

mine enemies' malice defy,.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and

the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and

trusty still..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her

berate..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120)

thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven

cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Here Queen Es Shuhba bade

them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed

himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had

gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of

an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found

herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute

and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii.

19..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to

comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and

the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.King (The

Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew

him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her

place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and

said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old

woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and

delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question

her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and

recited the following verses:.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned

to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year,
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till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one]

kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier,

"O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".110. The Haunted

House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story;

and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild

cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put

to flight;.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.Now this

vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His

fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a

tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the

king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of

dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and

made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to

slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed

with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else

would he surely slay him.
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