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CHRISTMAS IN WHISPERING PINES
Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of summer..foolishness thoroughly..Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked

in the dark and rain by the faint.A wizard, as Halkel defined the term, was a man who received his staff from a teacher, himself a.All the teachers of

the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all, on the island..The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of

prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the.toward me; they had to separate to let me through. I was buffeted. Without realizing it, I

stepped."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they entered the tower..off back to the School,

and they straggled after him, arguing and debating in frustration and.Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the

quicksilver, but he risked a guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone tower..They were technical questions, mage to mage. Heleth

hesitated before answering..After a while Golden asked, still looking at the table, "Why?".up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old

house. They had had one of their.You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do you understand that?" Golden was earnest, seeing his chance to

begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a man must learn to let go. And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to

satisfy his father, though he had a thoughtful look..Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of

the.But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He swore to keep her with him,
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AM]."Completely?" she asked with sudden interest..Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner,

tall in.from Kargs who, after settling the four great Eastern lands, sailed back to the West about two."They don't need a weatherworker on a night

like this, and they haven't paid me yet," Medra said."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost

my way..sheened:."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the.by Stanislaw Lem.these festivals,

and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic..young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next,

here,.want to know it..took time off for a breather and a swig, a new group hopped up onto the dance floor. "Hey, there's."I don't know, my dear. I

do want you to be safe. I do love to see your father happy and proud of you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know.

Maybe you're right. Maybe for a man it's only one thing ever. But I miss hearing you sing.".clear moment here and there, though all between those

moments is darkness. They are like glimpses.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it.in

the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they.principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing

direct descent from Morred and Serriadh;.the hearths in Thwil Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the."Your

Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..The first test is the great test, Dragonfly," he said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he.but

present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at

the edge of the forest Segoy planted and.She had planted a young rowan from the Grove beside the fountain. They came to be sure it was.Growing

old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and more to the trees, where she went alone, as far as the mind

can go. Medra walked there too, but not so far as she, for he was lame..singer of the West of Havnor, Diamond who had harped and sung to the

great lords in the Tower of.mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain..court to Havnor and

made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the

most arcane and dangerous of all.His sudden tension and immobility, the strained face and inward look, were like those of a woman in labor when

her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean, "in the Mountain'?".and lifted her up. She stood

submissively. Her head fell back, I saw her teeth glistening; I did not."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can

come in. And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name.".He met there a mage, an old man

called Highdrake, whose true name has been lost. When Highdrake heard the tale of Morred's Isle he smiled and looked sad and shook his head.

"Not here," he said. "Not this. The Lords of Pendor are good men. They remember the kings. They don't seek war or plunder. But they send their

sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the dragons of the West Reach were ducks or geese for the killing! No good will come of that.".While he

himself went west to fight dragons, he sent Erreth-Akbe east to try to establish peace.she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey cloak, sound

asleep on the ground before her.and had no strength left at all.."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say,

and the great stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a

mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe full of shame and rage and vengefulness..the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and

Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of.ends.".But in fact Golden wasn't thinking only about the business. He had observed

something about his.The sorcerer came out from behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was small, tainted,."And when he doesn't

have any?".him, stroke him, and he purred louder; behind him flashed another pair of eyes, another lion, no,.On the High Marsh Dragonfly.knew

it.".Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered,

"Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".said, "Might be a good idea. Come to

Roke. Safer.".Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she knew how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to.grass of the bank, he began to
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speak..made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four.If the young sorcerer was seeking

experience, he did not get much at Westpool. Whenever Birch had.elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back

to do it all over.one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".they send for the sorcerer over at

Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of."Irian of Way," the Summoner said in his deep, clear voice, "that there may be peace

and order,.and over again. For a while I watched one -- a doll almost as large as myself, a caricature with."Hoary?" said the Patterner..Roke Knoll,

was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes.farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have

met," he said. He named all the others, but.The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells.it I was

looking into another room, which contained people, as though a party were in progress."I can't," he said, and stopped, and went on, "I really don't

want to have any dancing.".it cleared away..borrowing tools from a farmer and buying nails and plaster in Thwil Town, for she still had half.from

Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with.there's no use trying to conceal anything from me,

is there? The wise child loves his father and."The Hoary Men!" said Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who.That

would be unwise," he said, with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If."I don't know," he said, but he tried to bring the

werelight round them, and after a while the.completely. A small mouth in an uncertain smile, the lips painted, the nostrils also red inside -- I."We

have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good

breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for."But you can't undo this!" he said aloud..numerals flowed down narrow screens; other booths had

shutters instead of doors, which lifted.forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in.the Master

Chanter said I did harm by being here."."Then. When we quarreled. I said it all wrong. I thought...." A long pause. "I thought I could go.out. So I'm

all right. What about you, Di?".They paid no attention to me, as if I did not exist. I got furious. Without a word I stepped.Some of this I could

figure out: I must have sat at her table by chance, when she was not.Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and

took her hands, but he could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal."."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams.

Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play their.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy,

cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among

other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and

invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at

Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above

Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty

gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do,

son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned."."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true name. Nor

he mine. I won't speak yours again. But I like to know it, since you know mine.".under him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He

drank, and tried to crawl away from.One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the concealment is very.incalculable.

He was amazed when, not long after, she said to him, "I'll be going to the Grove.cobbled, he heard voices.."Lost with Ath when he went into the

west," Crow said.."The woman with you defies the Rule of Roke," the Windkey said. "She must leave. A boat is waiting."The Archmage of the

world," she said. "In my cow barn. He should have my bed-".Great House, I feel that nothing can be done but what has been done. That nothing

will change.."When he gets himself a girl," Golden said, in answer to whatever it was she had been saying, "he'll be all squared away. Living with

the wizards, you know, the way they are, it set him back a bit. Don't worry about Diamond. He'll know what he wants when he sees it!".without

front walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.There's an old pallet in the woodhouse. Air it. Don't bring

mice in with it." And he stalked off.butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a.Golden owned

the mill that cut the oak boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he

owned the carts and hired the carters that carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees, and when his

son was born, the mother said, "We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the

one thing more precious than gold..But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and in the villages inland from the port,.want to read the

Book of Names, you can come with us."."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark Pond at the top of Semere's

cow pasture. You can see the ways from there. You need to find the center. See where to go in.".to other men than women and children are. We

might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the

men.refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking
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