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? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came

before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace

and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of

Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she

looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a

glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her

from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set

apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of

kings' daughters..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I

purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and

meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall

concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take

half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the

money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have

returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget

him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand

[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,

between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken

the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.Now there was in his

neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief

and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his

love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.'

The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man,

saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him

with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh

dcccclxxxix-Mi.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle

prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who

hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his

dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company

of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite

together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while

[and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the

hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she

returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!

Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with

longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,

Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Though little,

with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he

might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there

met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and

trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to

wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of

water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and

returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the

place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman,

engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him

news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..20.

Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? c.
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The Third Old Man's Story viii.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy,

To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him

that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting

wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell

a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no

offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue

of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand

dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my

pillow must forswear?.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..HAROUN ER

RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man

of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to

One whom he knew not, The, i 293..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after

which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and

girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the

merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him,

"O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El

Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a

satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like,

and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and

despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after

which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no

tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and

thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to

the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with

me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her

cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and

she slept and rested herself..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii.

153..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they

entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and

in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is

the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself

that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary

though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my

polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..The folk of the quarter heard him and

assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one

in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are!

To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she

was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied

she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in

love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the

Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following

verses:.I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and

minstrels am I, ii. 258.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.So, on the

morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price

and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait

and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs,

saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them

over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And

he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".The queen
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drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were

ten thousand dinars..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her,

"By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the

throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and

said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded

and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and

bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a

gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in

all manner ways.".12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.End of Volume I..77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.?THE FIFTEENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ?

? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).All those

who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses;

whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all

shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair

of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she

arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never

saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave

of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.Hind and his Vizier, The King of,

ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? His sides the

tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..So the vizier returned to the king

and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter

kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he

had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the

king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Then the

astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded.

Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's

nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the

lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king

command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the

lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I

will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Some

months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So

they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and

looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek

refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile

afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part

in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er

Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them

whilere!.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for,

if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the

cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will

work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?'

and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..The First Night of the Month.When Shefikeh saw

that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace

despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh,

"Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light

matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou

wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created

among the daughters of the kings.".As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and

she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that
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which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes

and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of

the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to

her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode

awhile..83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his

heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing

dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A

madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the

boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the

chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to

speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my

prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose

father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East

and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the

Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no

need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".If I must

die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he

might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben

Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish

Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to

pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was

straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them

forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the

brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her

and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and

falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It

is the Almighty's will; we most submit..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him;

moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get

wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a

poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the

man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the

wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore

it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth

the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds

that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O

king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common

people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses]

'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier

[than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all

their pain and heat..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that

which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..When the boy grew up, his father feared

for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our

father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder

chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to

his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold,

it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll,

wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for

thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S

DAUGHTERS. (154).El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his

servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and
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the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also

bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they

came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose

in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two

hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber

after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at

the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].There came one

day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great

with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the

city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and]

showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of

him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her

absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had

taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..?OF

THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE

ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of

the, i. 103..NOTE..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such

madness can assain or what medicament?.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out

on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word

nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass,

and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim

and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that

I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the

islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of

finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was

calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his

house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding

joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother

consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the

Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for

this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the

second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And

the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the

other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.'

'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is

sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man

answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I

agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting

croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..When

the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into

his affair.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv
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