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When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her

exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil

my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? When I

recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the

desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So

she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all

the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they

answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered

after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or

commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of

favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights

of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep

and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his

retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas

a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi

scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik

answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking

upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up

came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more

generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted

thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then

said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab,

"[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said,

'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following

verses:.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Then the

Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the

people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and

the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to

as of their story.".? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..My flower

a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis

outpoured, or ere the day appear..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and

improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate

assigned..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited

grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the

woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht

heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the

folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein

with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour

and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of

God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and

thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and

thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.'

'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the

fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.70.

Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ?

? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST

LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".The Fifteenth Night of the Month..So she did this and fair fortune aided her
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and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter.

However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her,

and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he

availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the

Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and

acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent

unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her,

and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught,

but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the

sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me

this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her

also!'.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no

guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of

him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed.

Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition

aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee

not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of

Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that

which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to

his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him

a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye

have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made

answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of

police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It

is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money,

followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I

refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me,

'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon

she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127)

So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor

agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Then she

came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art

absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But

hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and

taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So

he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned

to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest

nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said

in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion

had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts,

went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and

cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold,

entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Calcutta (1814-18) Text..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By

Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that

my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I

betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with

the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer,

till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I

had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in

one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case.
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Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and

chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one

night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I

will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.O

hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.So he sat down at the sharper's

head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So

arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to

make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he

still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to

prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi

came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue

and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have

drunken whilere..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story

of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? In

every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink

in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one

other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..A white one, from her sheath of

tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself;

so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that

case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk

who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he

brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said

to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered

Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises

of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..As for Firouz,

when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and

he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own.

However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave

him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted

her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king

hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart,"

answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and

she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading

a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of

the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed

fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent

the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men,

who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except

that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no

knowledge of this and no tidings.'.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract

of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more

loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to

make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to

beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the

chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"

and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe

of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one

day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the

birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and

foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred
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and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to

his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he

gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the

merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.Foul-favoured Man and his

Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter

and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to

his house, and there he abode his day long..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the

punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should

assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private

with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat

down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure

of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the

falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted

up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his

virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it

doth not stay.".So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and

signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.?STORY OF THE

KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that

which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for

that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he

keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the

potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to

take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and

whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of

the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came

with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Now the king was

leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him

and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the

foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered

worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly

before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he

and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like,

so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when

I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and

hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay

hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.'

(243).I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..?THE

TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the

burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the

tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit

us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their

nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,

'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,

thou, and go away.'.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian

woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been

missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is

a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an

aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and

when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must

needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Temam
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(Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on

kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my

lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went

along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and

stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced

our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and

candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath

betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's,

whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and

his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..INTRODUCTION.--Story of

King Shehriyar and his Brother..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the

kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin.

Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he

sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence,

gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised

God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame

him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he

had believed..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? c.

The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to

Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the

deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went

up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she

said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly

solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying,

'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and

further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.When they

reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they

presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they

answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them

and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the

king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves."

Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his

father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100)

galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should

be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and

studiousness in well-doing..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..There was once in the land [of Egypt and]

the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels,

and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk

and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from

one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are

those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all

manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may

hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'
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