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So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth

[but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock

and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and

majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and

gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on

the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Tai, En Numan and the

Arab of the Benou. i. 203..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? To me

your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..Now the king of the city was dead and

had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil

was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late

king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath

of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place

but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went

round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had

lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..There

was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman

Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now

the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would

take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..When Abou Temam

returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in

showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah,

who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and

despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device

they should practise..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and

the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and

recited the following verses:.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with

the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an

thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.'

'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the

midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it

was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and

rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night,

so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make

recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of

which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were

in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and

loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness.

Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings

obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? And

pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings

of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.Would we may live together, and when

we come to die, i. 47..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.When El Muradi heard of his release, he

betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been

released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him

into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a

by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from

all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But
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yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El

Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).Haroun er Reshid and the Woman

of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance

drear..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my

money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith

the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no

helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt

thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at

thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim

upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed

against her!".Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the

reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she

may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for

sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and

behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the

dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house,

and there he abode his day long..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he

saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis

came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye!

What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to

which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour?

Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..? ? ? ? ? I

swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Then the

Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the

people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and

the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to

as of their story.".90. The Devout Prince cccci.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman

of Baghdad cccxxxii.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying,

"Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif

increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..This story pleased King Shah Bekht

and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to

the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his

house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.?STORY

OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to

her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed

the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with

news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When

this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.'

And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.As I sat

one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him

is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and

sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the

company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with

honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and

come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two

thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the

Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and

loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to
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slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against

me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler

with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her

and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new;

Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's

flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and

gladden not thy soul..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of

ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking

along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down

thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of

stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my

symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me

and say that I am humpbacked?".Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it

with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to

him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction,

this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".My flower a marvel on your heads doth

show, ii. 254..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in

himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness

against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he

brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with

rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he

wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and

stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I

distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for

the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside

from between them..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues

deny..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and

grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and

buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and

clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to

yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon

the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel

returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's

(138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover,

they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they

rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon

the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended

his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king,"

continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than

God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".52. The Devout Israelite

cccxlviii.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed

heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail.

Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past

should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake

of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were

content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they

came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they

were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the

first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that

she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee
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and near fruition led..Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men

are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over

clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his

companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and

fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take

example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so

his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his

victual to one whom he knew not".Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ?

When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what

while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the

Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I

entreat."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to

righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the

door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].Craft, Women's, ii. 287..How many, in Yemameh,

dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her

husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in

himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul'

And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door,

he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard

him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the

house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and

came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..The Eighth

Day..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables

of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was

placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the

uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic

scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat

ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..When the king

heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put

him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose

image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed

[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped

him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to

her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know

that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her

alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..A friend of mine once invited

me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and

a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou

hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this

subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an

adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he

seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or

intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till

he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El

Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of

him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when

he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and
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he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon

"We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.Bunducdari (El) and the

Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.When the

Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and

gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El

Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse,

whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due

is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El

Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never

seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship,

containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to

know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and

deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets

[apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went

her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up

to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on

aught of her trace..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence

(251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have

brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and

precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she

showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like

whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on

them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life

set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..It befell one day that the king had

occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife,

the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me

than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he

answered 'With all my heart.'.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to

sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my

sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of

me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this,

whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.'

When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will

be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in

thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And

what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's

vizier had miscalled her honour..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the

sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and

the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the

goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of

El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and

delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that

which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the

strings..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art

thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the

mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes,

what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle!

Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou

banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them;
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whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out

Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Solomon, David and, i.

275..When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So

they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was

told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from

each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that

pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left

the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and

appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king

and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to

them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that

understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew

him.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely

of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses

and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in

the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the

lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that,

when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and

pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great

love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said,

'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of

the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?'

'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false

hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to

my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way

was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what

remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on,

till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might

water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and

entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey

me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou

hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than

everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.'

Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And

the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said,

"Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on

exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew

not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of

fight?.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ?

Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears

denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken

service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts.

As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the

coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire

of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the

evening..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm

sped?.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his

host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren

of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in
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their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of

her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till

the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied

forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide

to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..When he was gone,

the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him,

and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's

case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook

together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts

would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth,

hath turned mine enemy!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose

belov'd is in the litters' shrined..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged

aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I

was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid.

Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had

squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew

not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of

the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be

sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to

thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my

lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if

my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what

was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended

her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and

consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and

agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she

was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by

night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,

to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was

bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this

woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he

gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the

folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune

I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..Clemency, Of, i. 120..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.55. The Ruined

Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El

Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her

name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and

taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Then he went to fetch

that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to

be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou

hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had

stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,

but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy

wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and

she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a

skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages

(234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this

is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do

what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and
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showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,

[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made

manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and

foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had

fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.27.

Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a

drowsy fair. (137).Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..40. The Khalif El Mamoun

and the Strange Doctor cccvi
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