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As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he

did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw

a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in

affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead.

He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him

relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick

for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man

who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the

seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for,

by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her

the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that

which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after

slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for

this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? Persist not

on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with

other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh

Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of

the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.When the boy grew

up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the

matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in

yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter,

fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and

behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a

scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape

(225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.On this wise he continued to do

for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take

him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of

their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place,

so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif

refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my

expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave

not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the

door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to

him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and

seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light

on thee once more! ii. 89..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to

the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had

fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest

and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we

returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what

wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing

with me.'.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he

came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the

Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who

awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben

Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said,

"Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were

agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend
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and I."."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his

wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and

setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of

one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and

entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to

this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for

his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his

own country..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..So he

carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he

found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted

him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men

and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the

camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to

husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be,

and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with

thee.'.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a

man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk

marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that

they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a

countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him

a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..When the king heard his vizier's

story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his

wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which

befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure

thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against

morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and

delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he

respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances

of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So

he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..So each of them went up to the

[supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my

grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and

beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against

him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy

land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with

Jacob's grief (18) is pined..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he

arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of

God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the

Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide)

and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in

singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?'

Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid,

'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy

letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what

while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced

and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered

him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and

went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see

thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head

live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!"
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And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el

Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows

restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady

Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful

hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my

lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the

Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in

quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will

bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and

that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart

and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place,

rejoicing..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in

bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with

the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and

strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's

succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have

brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle

in the choice.".158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and

mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics

with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant

laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of

our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath

honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his

wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest

thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am

only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave

him, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.It is told of

Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions,

in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of

his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it

was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went

round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true

and trusty still..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I

purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and

meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall

concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take

half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the

money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have

returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget

him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand

[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,

between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken

the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243)."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is

present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that

women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth

it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who

filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth

that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they

make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of

women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..29.
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The City of Irem cclxxvi.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of

the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners],

said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the

money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head,

weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he

accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found

him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Ilan

Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and

is thy heart for doubt on fire?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and

bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the

like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh.

Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her,

'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome!

Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read

what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be

patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the

love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers]

saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell

to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of

the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep

not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth

a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver

aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his

harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered

himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and

fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the

other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a

hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly

stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the

carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? The absent

ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.When the evening

evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised

story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and

the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for

us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in

supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of

the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented

and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that

palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her,

by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to

whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth

she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".The Fifth Day.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man,

who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come

to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if

thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee

nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could

endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not

live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..The king marvelled at what he saw and

questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a

creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took
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the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209)

So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..After this, she abode with the four queens, till

they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and

silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and

doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban

and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner

meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they

brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out

the wines and filled the flagons..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.96. Ali ben Tahir and

the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..As an

instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents,

which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before

the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected

errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars

pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat

ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Locust, The Hawk

and the, ii. 50..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea,

nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..Then the Khalif

summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the

Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and

filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

dlxiii.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O

Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in

elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what

this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay,"

rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the

saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As

for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they

rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in

elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying,

'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily,

God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).But for the spying of the eyes

[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler

of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him,

because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise

gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should

make default in the condition aforesaid]..Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered,

saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king

purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at

them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's

assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now

there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode

none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode

sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou

answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed

three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that

which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he
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would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and

fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went

round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Yea,

wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of

Cashghar, ii. 195..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover,

they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they

rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon

the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended

his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king,"

continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than

God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for

amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last,

[and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that

had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side

of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the

palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them,

men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens,

and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and

described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men

and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was

thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him

that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it

to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she

had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried

her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds

and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Old Woman and the Draper's

Wife, The, ii. 55..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with

her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was

even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come

again,".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for

thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers;

and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So

he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him

that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was

magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted

from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer

came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence

against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his

father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his

courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following

verses:.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..When the evening evened, the king summoned

the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,

that.85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to

him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he

might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he

redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out

therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at

the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he

brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they

were! ii. 96.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee,

brillo-lunar.pdf

Page 6/11



Brillo Lunar

I complain,.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..When

the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages

testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him;

but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his

ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the

putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he

will.".I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said,

and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise,

that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound

up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220)

Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our

destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good

profit..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a

thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in

his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and

Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that

this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with

him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out

upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave

laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they

all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his

malady, little by little..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling

in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for

that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to

her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of

her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing

flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose

image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii.

171..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of

Baghdad ix.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their

[landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the

house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they

decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac

returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and

thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,

teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in

the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and

her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked

on her..Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green

silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the

girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's

wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she

had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which

was with her..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and

heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment

and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which

time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship,

with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees,

and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he

seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to
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God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ?

Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..There was once in the land of Hind

a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and

intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were

the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him

and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and

confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and

may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".Aboulhusn abode with

his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At

thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we

will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he

said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and

loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself

to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her,

saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred

dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the

piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to

him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give

Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ?

? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).So she took the

hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon

he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el

Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went

forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast.

Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour

had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif,

"There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a

concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade

him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given

him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and

he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat

talking and laughing at one another..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his

hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But

Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth,

for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist

from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or

offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will

warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands

and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a

third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."

(27).His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and

said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61)

Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad,

for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of

the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair

welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking

to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the

issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let

bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more

grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore
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concern.".? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Now he had a

friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on

this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The

deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and

rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and

the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en

mountains might totter and fail!.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his

chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her

and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an

exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When

she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to

them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I

am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to

Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a

comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the

merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253)

who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these

words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld

this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove

the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her

feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her

a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its

light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and

rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..One day,

he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and]

was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short

stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When

his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier

might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his

looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth

a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.Three men

once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders

and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we

may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his

fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and

slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against

them..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the

ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the

country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and

[finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit

up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth

Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me

up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and

he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and

pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!"
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