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BORN WITH WINGS
152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may
hope again thy sight?".On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till,
one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the
din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the
tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great
elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied
by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off
his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself
in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that
they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see
her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return,
Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he
passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the
princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we
return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of
God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour!
Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth
away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..Presently, the chief workman
came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation
beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank
exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his
magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a
sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in
the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and
sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that
thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the
prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands
had wroughten..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said
to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got
the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather
flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he
delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid
and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most
solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..105. El Feth ben Khacan
and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling
fire 'twas clad anew;.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said
to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly
return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of
the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77)
with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas
the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of
the Arabs.".Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will
assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace].
Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and
slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..Then said the young man, the villager's son,
'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing
of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,
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so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to
my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she
was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in
that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst
concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.Three men once went out in
quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with
it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they
sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get
the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they
might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..Then she walked
in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered]
and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of
rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put
off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from
the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was
therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its
ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran
down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in
affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.A certain
singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of
the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she
answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire
of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger
brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready
for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the
Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may
abate.".28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself
should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if
I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he
took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then
he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and
presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his
wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What
is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and
because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of
all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if
my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in
the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..When the king heard these words, he abode in
perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him
to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son,
and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide
between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and
that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the
morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at
that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about
examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his
children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..Meanwhile, King
Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they
presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So
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he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out
for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city
and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to
the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..There was once, of old time, in
one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the
woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman
went in quest of fire..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O
father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto
thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said
to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El
Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage
between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him,
that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying,
'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him
and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends
blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion,
and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets,
The Khalif, i. 45..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city
of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still
on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When
the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat,
and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set
food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth
knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued
the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".King, The Old Woman, the
Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..Presently, his father and his
mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and
behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted
hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his
stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered
the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon
the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former,
'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..So he was concerned with
an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he
answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled
thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be
bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said
that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".The Sixth Night of the
Month.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and
chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and
sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the
matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished
or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I
and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.So
Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to
sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..When he saw those many bones, he
rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with
increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free
for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee
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from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great
recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to
my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants'
bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own
country.'.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge,
according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and
Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew
them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit,
bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O
my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he
consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried
the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him
somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands
and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to
drink and entertaining him with discourse..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the
city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and
came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the
captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come
abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them
and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their
blood.".Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace
and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all.
Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and
Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And
indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and
married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my
cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and
described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like
of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para
and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them
and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of
Fate to meet, we twain!.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht
and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a
complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the
Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The
Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from
an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in
his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into
which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the
Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far
overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may
make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress
and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as
saith of her one in the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So El Merouzi went
away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but
this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and
enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and
do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the
burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she
answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ?
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? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..There was once, in the parts of
Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and
a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to
teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite
letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a
mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them
pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim
and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love
and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the
whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach
and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for
slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like
of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank,
honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode
with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the
folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was
straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his
vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and
Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they
came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old
man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el
Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my
lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay
my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if
she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Now the old
woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she
arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell
that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O
thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin
and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined
unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy
memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is
pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY
NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and
sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled
aye..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat
he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his
kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander
of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'"
"How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on
me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I
did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest
wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her.
He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and
the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had
importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..When the youth saw this, he
marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till
nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems,
bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the
milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to
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whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest
telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's
Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away
again.".When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? Him with my
life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.When she had made an end of her song, she
wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat,
so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.As for the vizier, the sultan
discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the
sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the
folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou
still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it
behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that
thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if
thou do evil, they also will do evil.".So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the
merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man
returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that
[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me
abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to
entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that
which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her
to thee, may God bless thee in her.".It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people
of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode
cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way.
Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the
other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a
hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide
thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when
he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..When Galen heard this, he ordered
the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of
physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him
return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his
fellow.".? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of
the Ox and the Ass.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying,
"How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered,
saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou
have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk
heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost
endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round
about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on
this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass
dcxi.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from
a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said,
"Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by
the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to
me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his
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case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and
bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give
me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer
thereto.".Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of
costly gems and bright;.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a
dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting,
(53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel
Enis el Jelis xxxiv.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is
forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his
house..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came
into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou
grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my
warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee
gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of
wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards
loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth
Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his
heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third
day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged
amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not
from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves
[and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the
sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.An if my substance fail, no
one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee
bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in
whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,
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